
ANDY WAS IN ANOTHER COUNTRY FOR FIVE YEARS. 
NOW SHE'S BACK AND SEES HER FRIEND, BRET.

ANDY AND BRET ARE ON A BUS 
LOOKING AROUND THE CITY.

THEY'RE AT THE MALL NOW. 
WHAT ARE THEY GOING TO DO?

UNIT

Remember? There 
was a park here. Now there's a mall! 

Let's go to a store.  
I want to buy a jacket.

I like this one! 
It's perfect.

Yes, it is!

Is it 
warm?

Is there an 
arcade?

There was one, but 
now there's a gym!

There was a toy store 
here, but now there's 
an ice cream parlor.

Let's have a 
chocolate one! 

Really Bret? 
I want to look 
around. Let's go 
to the bus stop.

Andy, everything is going 
to be so different now that 
you're back.3



AFTER VISITING THE MALL, 
THEY'RE WALKING DOWN 
THE STREET.

THE NEXT DAY, ANDY AND BRET TAKE 
A TAXI TO GO BACK TO THE MALL.

ON THEIR WAY TO THE MALL, THEY 
GO PAST A PARK. WHO ARE THE 
KIDS IN THE PARK?

THEY CONTINUE WALKING 
AROUND. WHERE DOES ANDY 
WANT TO GO NOW?

Now and ThenNow and ThenNow and ThenNow and Then

The airport 
was smaller 
five years ago.

Yes, it was! 
Now it's 
bigger. Look at 
the airplane!

Wow! There was 
nothing here, and 
now there is a park!

My friends are 
there. Let's go play!

There was a skating 
rink, but now there's 
a restaurant.

Is there a 
skating rink?

Can we come 
back to the mall 
tomorrow? We 
can take a taxi.

Sure! And look, 
there were two 
gas stations. Now 
there are four!

1	 14   Listen and read.

2	 14   �Listen again and underline the places  
in the city. 



Vocabulary

UNIT

Progress

Lesson 1  I can identify places and transportation.

3	 15   Unscramble the words. Then listen and check.

a	 rainepla   � 

b	 rotiapr  �

c	 sub tops  �

d	 asg tonitsa  �

e	 karp  �

f	 axit  �

4	 Read the comic again and label the pictures. 

6	 Choose places from this lesson and guess.

5	 Use the words from Activity 4 to complete the sentences.

a	 I want to buy some board games, let's go to the                 .

b	 We go to the                  every day to exercise.

c	 I love to go with my friends to the               . We love ice skating!

d	 I'm going to play in the                before the movie starts.

e	 Can we go to the                      first? It's very hot today.

f 	 In which                  can I find a cell phone charger?

a	 �

d	 �

b	 �

e	 �

c	 �

f	 �

There are games 
and prizes! You can 
play video games!

That's the 
arcade!
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Grammar
Progress

UNIT

Lesson 2  I can use the verb to be to talk about past situations.

1	 Read the comic again and write present or past. 

Simple Past
We use the verb to be in simple past to talk about situations and states in the past.

Present Past Examples

I am was I was hungry last night.

you are were You were happy to see her.

he / she / it is was It was cold in the morning.

we / you / they are were They were different yesterday.

a	 �   
yesterday.

d	 �   
two hours ago.

e	 �   
last year.

b	 They �  . c	 I �   
at ten o'clock.

f	 �   
Grandpa.

2	 16   Look and complete the sentences. Then listen and check.

a	 Now there's a mall.	 	

b	 There was nothing here.	 	

c 	 There's an ice cream parlor.	 	

d 	There were two gas stations.		

angry  twelve  in the yard  at the gym  at home with  sunny

He  She  It  We was (x4)  were (x2)
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Grammar
Progress

UNIT

Lesson 3  I can use time expressions to talk about the past and the present.

3	 Complete the sentences with now, last, or ago.

4	 Look at the information and write sentences 
about Blue City

a	 �

b	 �  

�

c	 �  

�

d	 �  

�

5	 Talk about the place where you live. 
Compare the past and the present. 

a	 He was sick              night.

b	 There was a park two years             .

c	 They are good friends             .

d	 She was my teacher              year.

e	 The city was smaller five years             .

f	 There are many streets             .

Use now to refer to the 
present time.
I'm happy now. 
Use last, with time words, to 
talk about the past.
I was tired last night.
Use ago to refer to a moment 
in the past. Use it with a time 
expression: two years, three 
weeks. 
The airport was smaller five 
years ago.

TIPTIP

5 Years Ago Last Year Now
mall malls malls

bookstore restaurant skating rink

park parks parks

ice cream  
parlor

hair salon toy store

There was one mall five years ago and two last year. There are three now.

There was a 
park a year ago. There's an 

airport now.
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Listening
Progress

UNIT

Lesson 4  I can understand the description of a house. 

1	 Write H for the house rooms or objects. Write A for the adjectives.

a	 bathroom	     

b	 clean	     

c	 yard	     

d	 nice	     

e	 bed	     

f	 dining room	     

g	 kitchen	     

h	 old	     

i	 big	     

j	 dirty	     

k	 living room	     

l	 small	     

m	chairs	   

n	 empty	   

o	 new	   

p	 ugly	   

2	 17   Listen to Part 1 and write T (True) or F (False).

A year ago…

a	 the kitchen walls were white.     

b	 there were flowers and plants in the yard.     

c	 the dining room table was new and big.     

d 	the chairs were dirty.     

e	 there was a big TV in the living room.     

f	 the bedroom was small and the bed was old.     

3	 17   Listen to Part 2 and complete the descriptions.

Now… 

a	 the kitchen walls  �  .

b	 the dining room table � .

c	 the chairs � .

d	 the bedroom � .

e	 the bathroom � .

A Year Ago Now

bathroom

living room

yard

dining room

4	 17   Listen again and complete the table. Then compare the house using 
simple present and past. 
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Speaking
Progress

UNIT

Lesson 5  I can compare the past and the present.

1	 Write the words in the correct column. 

a	 Two years ago, his favorite toy                 

a               . Now, he wants a                 .

b	 In the past, there                no                   .  
Now there are many models with different prices.

c	 In the past,                               very heavy.  
Now, there are light, portable laptops.

d	 Yesterday, it                               and  

              , but today it's                and warm.

e	 The                               very slow. Now, it's 
generally fast.

2	 Use the verb to be in simple past and words from Activity 1 to complete  
the sentences. 

3	 Take turns describing Mr. Davis 20 years ago and now.

Weather Technology Toys

rainy  computers  sunny  bicycle  cloudy 
teddy bear  smartphones  internet

20 years ago

• police officer

• tall and strong

• 45 years old

• �interested in 
novels

Now
• retired
• healthy
• 65 years old
• �interested  in movies

The w

were
was

weather
want
warm

18 PronunciationPronunciation

He was tall 
and strong.

Mr. Davis was  
a police officer.
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a b c d

Reading
Progress

UNIT

Lesson 6  I can understand details in a text.

1	 19   Read and listen to the text. Then use the words in orange to label the pictures.

2	 Read the text again and complete  
the table.

3	 Say true and false sentences 
about the text. Take turns 
guessing.

Ten Years Ago Now
There were many 
small farms.

There's a park with a 
playground.

The streets are busy 
and there are many 
buses.

There's a big mall  
with many stores.

The countryside was very different ten 
years ago. Back then, there were many 
small farms that were full of vegetables 
like tomatoes. There were only a few 
houses, and they were far from each 
other. Now, the countryside is very 
different. There are many new houses 
close together.

There was a big forest with tall trees. 
There was a small river to swim in. It was 
a peaceful place to relax. Now, there are 
picnic areas next to the river and people 
can't swim there anymore. 

The forest is now a park with a 
playground for children.

The streets were quiet, and there was 
only one bus for everyone. There was 
also a small local store. Now, the streets 
are busy and there are many buses 
going around. There's a big mall with 
many stores.

The countryside was calm and quiet, 
and the air was always fresh and clean. 
Now, the air is still fresh, and it's still  
a nice place to visit, but it doesn't  
feel as peaceful as before.

The Countryside Now and Then

Ten years ago, there 
were many rivers.

False. There were 
many small farms.
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NowFive Years Ago
CaféCafé

Park Farm Farm

Bus Station
Train Station

Gas Station

Airport

Writing
Progress

UNIT

Lesson 7  I can write a comparative description.

1	 Look at the pictures and write a list of ideas you can use to describe  
the changes in this town.

2	 Write a description of the town using complete sentences with the present  
and past of the verb to be.

Being Helpful: In the 
past, towns were 
quiet. People were 
friendly and helpful with 
their neighbors. Now, 
towns are big with tall 
builidings and life is fast 
and busy. What can we 
do to help each other 
and our community  
in a big city?

Smart SkillsSmart Skills �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

There was a park five years ago, now there's a gas station. 
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UNIT

Progress

Across Down

a b

c d

e f

ji

g

k

h

c

i

h

k

b

f

a

g

j

e

d

1	 Complete the puzzle.
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UNIT

1 Extra PracticeExtra PracticeExtra PracticeExtra Practice

Find the park.

Use was or were to complete the paragraph.

Last week, we          at the beach. We          on vacation.  

The weather          very hot! Our hotel          next to the beach.  

There          umbrellas on the beach. My brother and I          

always in the sea, but my sister          usually in the swimming pool. Near the hotel, 

there          some restaurants and cafés. The ice creams          delicious!  

We          all very happy!

20   Listen and number the words in the order you hear them.

UNIT

3 Extra PracticeExtra PracticeExtra PracticeExtra Practice

Find the arcade game.

Find the farm.

Circle the correct answers.

a	 The yard          empty a year ago, now it          full of flowers.
1  were, is	 2  was, is	 3  is, was

b	 Last year there          a park and now there          a supermarket.
1  were, is	 2  is, was	 3  was, is

c	 Computers          very fast now. Twenty years ago they          very slow.
1  are, were	 2  were, are	 3  is, was

d	 The table          old and dirty last year, but now it          clean  
and modern.
1  is, was	 2  were, are	 3  was, is

e	 There          one train station two years ago, now there          three.
1  were, is	 2  is, was	 3  was, are

mall

house

park

forest 

stores 

supermarket
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Progress

Go to 
Unit 4!

Write complete sentences.

a	 �

b	 �

c	 �

1	 now there are less.

2	 now there's a train station.

3	 now there's a school.

4	 now they're hotter.

5	 They were more  
expensive years ago.

Find the ice skate.

Very good!

Match the columns to make complete sentences.

a	 Two years ago, there was  
a bus station, and

b	 There was a library last year, and

c	 Robots are now less expensive.

d	 The summers were not so hot, and

e	 There were more forests, but

Find the river. 

Find six places in the wordsearch. A A R A I R P O R T
R I I Q F I W W B N
C F A R M J T I O A
A K L K P O N A O Q
D W E G I O D X K E
E G K T O J E P S I
T O Y S T O R E T K
K T W H U G C U O R
S S T U C Y F D R A
J D M F S M X F E P

Years Ago Now
Some cell phones expensive cheap
Most classes in classrooms online
Artificial Intelligence (AI) difficult to use easy to use



UNIT

VocabularyNow  and  ThenNow  and  ThenNow  and  ThenNow  and  Then3

2	 Use the clues to complete the sentences.

1	 Look and find six words.

a	 Patty is going to the                           by                          . 

b	 Adam is going to the                           by                          . 

c	 Sue is going to the                                   by                          . 

d	 Jason is going to the                           by                          . 

e	 Anna is going to skate at the                                 in the                          . 

G A I R P O R T J P

D A A C S I M H P B

Z S S I S Q I B A E

B H B S R Y K U R X

P I U Q T P N S K H

P Z S N P A L M P Q

M T S K M W T A O V

K Y T A W O U I N O

J O O Z L U O Y O E

H S P I J X R N T N

20
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UNIT

Grammar
3

2	  Read and choose. Then cut and glue.

3	 Use the time expressions from Activity 1 to complete the sentences.

a	� I was / were in bed at 9:00 p.m.  

                    .

b	� My family and I was / were at the  

amusement park  �  .

c	� The children were / was on vacation.  

                    .

d	� We was / were in kindergarten 

                    .

e	� There were / wasn't a skating 

rink                     .

f	� I was / were a baby  

                    .

1	 Classify the time expressions. 

year    night    five years    two months    week    ten years

Last… …ago
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Listening

UNIT

3

1	 05   Listen and write the letter of the conversation.

3	 05   Listen again and answer the questions. 

a	 Where was the man?                                

What time was it?                             

b	 Where was the bus?                                

Which is the stop for the ice cream parlor?                             

c	 Where were the man and the woman?                                

Was the airplane on time?                         

d	 Where were the children?                                

Are they good at the game?                         

2	 05   Write T (True) or F (False). Then listen and check.

a	 The gym is on 9th Street.	   

b	 The ice cream parlor is on  
Main Street. 	   

c	 They don't have bags.	   

d	 They were in Level 3.	   
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UNIT

Reading
3

1	 Read the texts quickly and underline the correct options.

a	 They're emails / a social media posts. b	 They talk about the past / present.

2	 06   Read and listen to the texts and check your answers.

3	 Read the text again and complete.

a	 Danny and Jill were at the beach near                     .

b	 The family were at an                      in Indiana Beach.

c	 Danny was at the arcade inside a                     .

d	 They were in the pool of the                     .

Miriam Waters …

Danny and Jill were 
at the beach near 
Michigan City. The 
weather was very 
hot. I was at the 
beach too, but I was 
under the umbrella.  
We were happy 
because we were  
on vacation.
We wished you were  
there, Rick Waters
June 19th

Miriam Waters …

In this photo, 
we were at a 
restaurant. There 
was an arcade and 
a toy store inside! 
Danny was in the 
arcade. Jill and 
I were in the toy 
store. Rick Waters, 
we can't wait to  
see you!
June 20th

Miriam Waters …

Jill, Danny, and  
I were at Indiana 
Beach. It was very 
hot, but we were 
happy. Just two 
hours ago, we were 
at the ice cream 
parlor eating big 
bowls of ice cream. 
The chocolate ice 
cream was the best!
We love you  
Rick Waters
June 19th

Miriam Waters …

Yesterday evening, 
we were at the pool 
at the Grand Hotel. 
Danny and Jill were 
too red from the 
beach. Last night, 
we were at the 
Indiana Theater to 
see a magic show.  
It was amazing!  
See you soon,  
Rick Waters
June 21st
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Writing

UNIT

3

1	 Complete the table about the changes in Michigan City.

2	 Help Jill write a postcard about Michigan City. Use was and were and the information 
in Activity 1. 

Dear uncle Noel,

Michigan City is different now than in 2005.

�

�

�

�

�

Love, Jill

2005 2025

There was… Now there is…

Accessory 
Barn

Indiana 
Theater

Gigi's Restaurant

Grand Hotel

Scream for Ice Cream

Billy's 
Bookstore

Indiana 
Theater

Gigi's Restaurant

Grand Hotel

Strong's Gym

Amusement Park
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UNIT

My ProgressMy ProgressMy ProgressMy Progress 3

1	 Read and write how you feel: Need help, Not sure, or Confident.

2	 Read and color how you feel in each ability.

I can say five places in  
the city.

I can say three types of 
transportation in the city.

I can understand and use 
the simple past of to be in 
affirmative.

I can use time expressions 
now, last, and ago to talk 
about the past and the 
present.

100%

100%

100%

100%

Listening
I can listen and identify specific details in a description.

Speaking
I can describe people and places in the past and the present.

Writing
I can write sentences to describe a place.

Reading
I can identify details in a text.
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