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How will life improve in the future?
ACTIVE THINKING

1	 In pairs, look at the photos and answer the questions.
1	 What aspects of the future do you think the photos represent?
2	 Discuss the unit question ‘How will life improve in the future?’. Give reasons for you answer. Do you have the 

same opinion?

2	  VIDEO Watch the video about megacities. Answer the questions.

1	 What's the definition of a megacity?
2	 Will there be more or fewer megacities in the future? Why?
3	 Which megacities does the presenter mention?

2

3

2

Read a text about life in the 
future.
Listen to a conversation about 
futurology.

Futurology
OBJECTIVES
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Extra video activity

Learn to clarify and check 
understanding.
Write an article about your 
future.



 Vocabulary
Describing cities and towns
3	 REVISE Work in pairs. Which of these adjectives 

could you use to describe your city or town, or 
areas in it? Justify the adjectives you choose.

crowded ■ ​green ■ historical ■ ​industrial  
​lively ■ ​modern ■ ​multicultural ■ ​peaceful

​picturesque ■ ​polluted ■ rural  
touristy ■  urban

4	 Read the text about Delhi. Check that you 
understand the highlighted words and phrases. 
Would you like to visit this city? Why/Why not?

5	 Complete the sentences with a highlighted 
adjective or phrase from Exercise 4. Are the 
sentences true for the capital city of your 
country? Justify your answers.

1	 The city is really  – there are always 
lots of exciting things happening.

2	 There are lots of  new skyscrapers 
that are really big and impressive.

3	 There is a famous park near the centre. It’s very 
– you don’t realise you’re in the

middle of a big, busy city.
4	 People aren’t very  so don’t expect 

them to help you if you need something.
5	 The city centre is  its museums, 

which are famous all around the world.
6	 It’s fair to say that the city is  so it 

takes a long time to travel anywhere.

Social issues and trends
6	 Look at the list of social issues which could 

become more serious as cities grow. Match six 
of the words from the list to the definitions (a–f). 
Check that you understand the other words.

7	

a an unfair situation where some people have 
more opportunities, power or money than others 

b unpleasant conditions that come from too many 
people being in the same place

c the situation of being without a place to live
d a situation where people don’t have jobs
e a situation where a person doesn’t have enough 

money to pay for their basic needs
f young people or teenagers

 Decide which three of the social issues in 
Exercise 6 you think are the biggest in the world 
today. Justify your answers.
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City

Delhi is a city of big contrasts. It's sprawling: 
continually growing in every direction, partly 
because of the fact that it is so well-connected 
with a metro, trains and buses. And certain 
parts of this megacity are incredibly crowded. 
But there are so many tranquil and atmospheric 
places to visit, such as Hauz Khas Park, 
renowned for the large number of deer that 
live there. And there are so many other sides to 
the city. For example, if you’re looking for local 
shopping and restaurants, check out the vibrant 
Chandni Chowk market. If you prefer shopping 
for international brands, there are also plenty of 
trendy, upmarket shopping centres to visit. And, 
of course, nearby is the imposing monument, the 
Taj Mahal, which is steeped in myth and history. 
But, despite its continual expansion, the best 
thing about Delhi is just how welcoming it is!

contrasts
of

1	 overcrowding and overpopulation

2	 inequality and discrimination

3	 unemployment, particularly amongst youths

4	 homelessness

5	 hunger due to food and water shortages

6	 poverty

7	 environmental threats

8	 access to healthcare, especially for the elderly

Top social issues
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 Grammar
Future formsvideoGrammar

1	  COMMUNICATE How do you think life will be different in 2040? Think of at least three ideas.

2	 Read the text. Does it mention any of your ideas in Exercise 1?

4	 Complete the sentences with the correct future 
form of the verbs given.

1	 Experts think that sea levels  (rise) 
in the next few years. 

2	 I  (study) maths at university next 
year. That’s my plan, at least. 

3	 Hey, don’t worry! I  (help) you 
with your homework. 

4	 When she  (finish) this exercise, 
she’s going to take a break.

5	 They aren’t strong enough to carry all those 
boxes. It’s clear that they  
(drop) them.

6	 Next year it  (be) my parents’ 
20th wedding anniversary. 

7	 We  (have) our regular team 
meeting next Monday at midday. Everyone is 
expected to attend.

8	 The conference  (begin) at 9 am 
on Saturday morning, like every year.
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Future forms
3	 Read examples a–h in the the grammar box. 

Then match each sentence to rules 1–8.

a	 It’s clear that more people are going to need 
healthcare in 2040. 

b	 When that happens, some countries will 
experiment with robots. 

c	 Next month they are testing a large drone.
d	 Experts predict that the sky will be full of drones.
e	 Some countries are going to create a safe airspace.
f	 Experts meet next week for an annual conference.
g	 It looks really interesting. I think I’ll go!
h	 2040 will be the 24th anniversary.

We use will:
1	 for general predictions. 
2	 for future facts. 
3	 for decisions made in the moment. 
We use be going to:
4	 for predictions based on evidence. 
5	 for plans and intentions. 
We use the present continuous:
6	 for confirmed plans and arrangements. 
We use the present simple:
7	 for events that are part of a timetable or routine.
8	 after expressions of time, such as when, before, etc.
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So, a group of experts meet next week for an annual 
conference to discuss the world in 2040. Here are just two 
areas they’ve already been looking into and plan to discuss 
further at the event. It looks really interesting. I think I’ll go!

• People are living longer now than before. Based on 
that fact, it’s clear that more people are going to need 
healthcare in 2040. When that happens, some countries 
will probably experiment with robots to look after 
their elderly! 

• Did you know that 2040 will be the 24th anniversary of the 
very first one-passenger drone? Well, yet another company 
has confirmed that next month it’s testing a much larger 
drone to carry six passengers. So, it’s no surprise that in the 
next two decades the experts predict that the sky will be 
full of different types of drones, either carrying people or 
delivering packages. Some countries have already decided 
that they are going to create a special, safe airspace just 
for drones. Imagine! 

Maya’s Blog:
The World in 2040
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 Grammar  Vocabulary
Word formation: prefixes 
1	  COMMUNICATE Read the text. Do you agree 

with what it says? Why/Why not?

5	 Complete the dialogue with the most appropriate 
future form. Be ready to explain and justify your 
choices.

Adam: �So, what (1)  you 
(do) at the weekend? Have you made 
any plans?

Becky: �Well, it’s my birthday on Saturday so I 
(2) (have) a party. Everything
is more or less arranged – the food, the
music … Why don’t you come along?

Adam: �Oh, thanks! What time (3)  it 
 (start)?

Becky: �We haven’t decided, but as soon as I 
(4) (know), I’ll message you.
We (5)  (have) all the food
outside in the garden – at least, that’s what
we were planning. But it might rain and so
we would have to move everything back
indoors if that happens.

Adam: �Listen, I (6)  (help) you move 
stuff. I’m free all Saturday.

Becky: �Thanks! When I (7)  (decide) 
what to do, I (8)  (text) you.

6	 Complete these sentences about the future 
choosing an appropriate future form from the 
grammar box in Exercise 3.

1	 In the 22nd century, I think people …
2	 On my next holidays, I …
3	 Next month my class …
4	 Tonight my family and I ….
5	 When I finish school, I …
6	 When I’m 70, I …
7	 In 2040, people …
8	 When the summer comes, my friends and I …

7	  COMMUNICATE Work in small groups. 
Compare your sentences in Exercise 6. Do you 
agree about the predictions? Why/Why not?

Some cities are already taking countermeasures 
to adapt to rising sea levels. But others 
seem underprepared, perhaps due to their 
overconfidence that the problem will not affect 
them in the immediate future, or because they 
have been misinformed by pseudoscientists 
who deny there is a problem. It seems clear that 
most coastal cities need to take precautions 
as a matter of self-defence. The need for 
co-operation between neighbouring cities 
should outweigh any rivalry that may exist 
between them.

2	 Match the prefixes in bold in Exercise 1 to 
their meanings.

1	 not enough
2	 before
3	 too much
4	 against
5	 false/not real

3	 Complete the sentences with the correct forms 
of the words below.

co-founder ■ counterargument
misinform ■ outnumber ■ overdo

preview ■ pseudo-expert  
self-fulfilling ■ underestimate

1	 We shouldn’t  it and worry excessively 
about the environment.

2	 I believe that the people who believe in global 
warming  the people who don’t. There 
are more of them, I’m sure.

3	 The nature documentary comes out tomorrow 
but there’s a  of it tonight.

4	 Bill Gates created Microsoft, but with another 
person. The  was Paul Allen.

5	 Some people say they know a lot about a subject 
when it’s not true. They’re just .

6	 We  the number of people at the 
conference. We expected half the people.

7	 In a debate, listen carefully and make 
to claim the opposite.

8	 It’s important not to  the public. They 
need to know exactly what is really happening.

9	 I would call this a(n)  prophecy, 
something that comes true because people think 
it will.

6	 connected with itself
7	 bigger/better/more than
8	 together/with others
9	 wrong/incorrect
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An article
1	  COMMUNICATE How do you think life might 

be different for teenagers and elderly people in 
the future?

2	 Read the text on page 25. Does it mention any of 
your ideas in Exercise 1?

 In multiple-choice reading tasks, 
read the whole text first to get an idea of the general 
message. Then read the questions and try to identify the 
section that relates to each question. 

3	  12  EXAMEXAM  Read and listen to the article and 
choose the correct option.

1	 One consequence of the falling number of 
children being born is that
A	�they will have fewer opportunities to 

play games.
B	�their relationship with their mother or father 

may be different than in the past.
C	�they will play games with adults instead of 

other children.
2	 What will be important in early adulthood?

A	to find a job that never becomes out of date
B	�to focus on the skills for one specific job
C	�to try different things to discover what you are 

good at and want to achieve
3	 Which evidence does the writer provide to 

suggest we’ll be more tolerant and open to 
cultural interchange?
A	�People from a wide range of places will live in 

our neighbourhoods.
B	�We’ll be able to communicate easily with 

speakers of other languages.
C	�Nothing will make it difficult to work with 

people on the other side of the world. 
4	 Life expectancy will rise because

A	illness will no longer affect us.
B	�our health will depend completely on our 

improved lifestyle.
C	�medical treatments and lifestyle choices will 

both improve.
5	 The writer predicts that the retirement age 

will rise
A	more slowly than life expectancy.
B	faster than life expectancy.
C	at about the same rate as life expectancy.

4	  COMMUNICATE Do you think life will be 
easier or harder for your generation compared to 
previous generations? Why?

EXAM HACKEXAM HACK

Planning your future
1	  COMMUNICATE Do the quiz. Work in pairs 

and compare your answers.
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2	 Match highlighted words and phrases in 
Exercise 1 to the definitions. 

1	 pay part of the cost of looking after me
2	 relax as a reward after hard work
3	 live or work somewhere permanently
4	 use somebody/something as a source of money, 

food, etc.
5	 trying to do a lot of important things – perhaps 

too many
6	 change profession and do something different

3	  COMMUNICATE Look again at the four 
sections of the quiz in Exercise 2. Use the 
highlighted words and phrases to talk about your 
plans for the future.

1	  A place to live
�I’m planning to leave home and get my own 
place as soon as I can.
�I’ll still be stay at my parents till my thirties 
at least!
�I’ll probably move house dozens of times 
before I settle down.

2	 Career paths
�I’m planning to climb the career ladder till 
I’m the big boss.
I’ll be happy to go from job to job until I retire.
�I have a vague career plan, but I may switch 
careers along the way.

3   Financial independence
�I want to be able to support myself financially 
as soon as possible.
�I’m planning to live off my parents’ generosity 
for as long as possible.
�I’d like to contribute to my upkeep when I 
start earning money.

4  Time to relax
�I’ll be too busy dealing with commitments to 
relax!
�I’ll take it easy for as long as I can.
�I want to get a good work-life balance and 
put my feet up after a hard day’s work.

Choose the statement that’s closest to your viewpoint.

You and your future

 Reading and vocabulary
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Early childhood
The biggest change is that there will be fewer 
children. The global average number of children per 
family has fallen from five in the 1950s to 2.25 today. 
In many parts of the world, it ’s already as low as 1.5 
and still falling fast. That means that on one hand, kids 
will have fewer siblings, cousins and friends to play 
with. On the other hand, they’ll probably get a lot more 
attention from parents and adults in general. 

Adolescence 
The world of education is changing rapidly. For 
example, homeschooling and distance-learning are 
booming. This will mean teenagers could study a 
wider range of subjects from anywhere in the world.
We’ll also see rapid growth in personalised education 
where each teenager has individual lessons. Thanks 
to AI and VR technologies, they’ll be able to travel back 
in time to study history, explore the human body at a 
microscopic scale, and test the laws of physics with 
hands-on experiments. They’ll have more freedom 
to decide for themselves what to study based on 
personal strengths and preferences. 

Early adulthood 
For tomorrow’s young adults, this will be a time 
of self-discovery, a chance to explore the world of 
opportunities and gain a wide range of skills to cope 
with a rapidly changing job market. The idea that most 
people will have one career in their lifetime will soon 
be outdated.
Instead of studying the skills needed for one specific 
career, many will find it more useful to focus on 
transferable life skills such as independence, critical 
thinking, creativity and flexibility. They might take 
hundreds of short self-study courses and 
experiment with dozens of casual jobs before 
they’re ready to follow one career path. 

Middle adulthood 
The global average age of parents when their kids are born 
has barely shifted since 1950, down from 28.9 to 28.2 today. But 
nowadays families are often smaller, and in many parts of the world 
parenthood is something that happens in your 30s and 40s. As 
a consequence, many adults will be able to enjoy their free-time 
activities for longer, without any parental demands. 
As we reach middle age, we’ll also notice other important changes. 
Technology, such as instant translation tools, will soon eliminate 
barriers of geography, language and culture. We’ll work, learn 
and socialise in truly international, multilingual and cross-cultural 
communities. This interconnected world will be more tolerant and 
open to cultural interchange, as we gradually learn to get on with 
our ‘neighbours’ from very different backgrounds. 

Late adulthood 
If current progress continues, many diseases will no longer be 
with us, from malaria to maybe even the common cold, and new 
treatments for a range of medical conditions will exist. In our fifties 
and sixties, we’ll probably be even more aware of the importance of 
following a healthy diet and of getting sufficient exercise, two more 
factors contributing to extending life expectancy. 

Old age
Global life expectancy has shot up from 46.4 in 1950 to 73.2 now. 
In many parts of the world, it ’s already as high as 80, and we can 
expect it to rise by about three months each year. By the time 
today’s 15-year-olds reach the age of 75, life expectancy will rise by 
another 15 years. 
Because of this, the retirement age will also go up. In many 
countries today, you can become a pensioner in your mid-sixties, 
but don’t be surprised if that’s risen to 70 by the time you get there. 
That still gives you a few decades to enjoy your retirement, so make 
sure you’ve got some hobbies planned for all that free time! 

Tomorrow’s World, 
We all know that technology and climate change are going to have a massive impact on society over the coming decades, 
but what other social changes might we expect for different age groups? And how will they affect YOUR life as you get older?

according to the stats!

SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

One of the United Nations’ priorities is to ensure 
healthy lives and promote well-being for people 
at all ages.

  Work in pairs. Choose three  age groups from 
the text and think of three ways  we can promote 
better health and lifestyles for  each one. 
Then compare your ideas with the class.
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 Grammar
video Advanced future 

forms
Grammar

1	  Read the text. Why have scientists 
invented Future You? 

3	  Do all three grammar structures in 
Exercise 2 exist in your language? How would 
you translate the three examples in the 
grammar box?

4	 Look at the predictions in the timeline and 
complete the sentences below using the future 
continuous or future perfect form of the verbs 
given. Do you agree with any of the predictions?

Advanced future forms
2	 Read the examples in the grammar box. Then 

complete the rules with future perfect, future 
continuous or future perfect continuous. 

• Perhaps I’ll have had grandchildren by then.
• Maybe I’ll be living in another country.
• You will have been living a life of luxury for

decades by the time you’re 60.

We use the …
1	  to talk about activities in 

progress at a particular moment in the future.
2	  to talk about activities that 

will be finished before a particular time in the 
future.

3	  to talk about how long an 
activity has been in progress before a particular 
moment in the future.
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1	 By 2045, traditional cars  (disappear). 
2	 In 2035, nobody  (drive) because it 

won’t be necessary. 
3	 Everybody  (learn) to speak Chinese 

by 2050. 
4	 Lots of people  (have) conversations 

in Chinese in 2045. 
5	 By 2065, it  (become) common to go 

to the moon for holidays. 
6	 In 2070, humans  (explore) Mars for 

the first time.

5	 Choose the correct option.

1	 By 2035, I will be/have been living in my present 
house for twelve years.

2	 I’m sure that I’ll be studying/have studied in this 
school next year.

3	 What will you be doing/have done at 8 pm this 
evening?

4	 By the end of this year, how long will you be/
have been studying English?

5	 Come to my house at 6 pm. I’ll be doing/have 
done my homework by that time.

6	 Don’t expect to see me at 4 pm. I’ll be training/
have trained at that time.

The future you

‘What will I be doing when I’m sixty? What will 
I have achieved in my life by that age? Will I 
have got married and had children? Perhaps I’ll 
have had grandchildren by then! And maybe 
I’ll be living in another country too!’ 
Now, thanks to an AI chatbot called Future 
You, you can speak to a 60-year-old version of 
yourself and find out all this information. The 
answers you receive are based on information 
you give about your background and your hopes 
and aspirations. 
Scientists at MIT have created the chatbot to 
encourage people to think more today about the 
person they want to be tomorrow. Discovering 
right now that you will have been living a life 
of luxury as a millionaire for decades by the time 
you’re 60 certainly has to be inspiring!  
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2040
everyone 
will have 

an electric car

2050
everyone will 

already speak 
Chinese

2070
a rocket carrying 
humans will land 

on Mars

2045
everyone  
will have a  
self-driving car

2060
flying to the moon 
for holidays will 
start to be normal
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 Listening
A radio programme6	 Complete the text with the correct future 

continuous, future perfect or future perfect 
continuous form of the verb given.

1	  COMMUNICATE Discuss the questions.

1	 Do you think predicting the future is a science, or 
is it just a pseudoscience?

2	 What do you think are some things in life that we 
can predict?

3	 What things do you think are impossible to 
predict?

2	  14 Listen to a radio discussion about 
futurology (the study of the future). What do the 
speakers say about the questions in Exercise 1?

3	  14 Listen again. Are the sentences true (T) or 
false (F)?

1	 Harry believes the positions of the stars 
can help to predict the future accurately.� T/F

2	 Lily says predicting the future is the main  
part of a futurist’s job.� T/F

3	 Harry thinks that Moore’s Law is just an  
example of a self-fulfilling prophecy.� T/F

4	 Whether people are getting richer or  
poorer is an example of a social trend.� T/F

5	 A wildcard event is something we can’t  
predict with certainty.� T/F

6	 Sci-fi writers and futurists have the  
same priorities and aims.� T/F

ACTIVE THINKING

4	 After listening to the text, have you changed your 

5	

6	

mind about whether futurology is a science or a 
pseudoscience? Justify your answer.

 Which of the STEEP areas (social, 
technological, economic, environmental, political) 
do you think are the easiest to make predictions 
about and why?

  A friend has to do a project at school 
connected to the future and you think futurology 
might be a good topic. Send them a short email 
in your language summarising what futurology is.

PRONUNCIATION
In the future perfect and future perfect 
continuous, the word have is not normally 
stressed, so we pronounce the a as the relaxed 
schwa sound /Ə/, not the /ae/ sound as in hat. We 
often miss out the /h/ at the start of the word too, 
and so it may sound similar to of. 

7	  13 Decide how the a in have is pronounced 
in each sentence. Write 1 (/ae/) or 2 (/Ə/). Then 
listen and check.

1	 They’ll have finished the match by now.
2	 We’ll have the pizza, please.
3	 I’ll have been studying here for ages.
4	 Will you have done your homework?
5	 Have you seen Mark recently?

8	 Use the ideas below and the future continuous, 
future perfect or future perfect continuous to 
write predictions about you, your family and 
friends in or by the year 2040.

1	 use English in my daily life
2	 live with my parents
3	 become famous on social media
4	 learn other languages
5	 work with robots
6	 do regular exercise

9	  COMMUNICATE Work in small groups and 
compare your answers in Exercise 8. How similar 
are your answers?

What will my life be like in 2040? Here’s what I think! I started 
studying English when I was very young. That means I  
(1) (study) English for over 20 years in 2040,
so my English will be perfect! It’s too early to say but I think
I (2)  (get) married by 2040, but I don’t think I 
(3) (have) any children yet. After school, I want
to study at university, but I think I (4)  (finish) 
my course by 2040. I hope I (5)   (work) in a job 
I love. I love travelling abroad so I hope I (6) 
(visit) at least four or five countries by 2040. Having said 
that, I’ve lived in the same city since 2016 and I hope I  
(7) (live) in the same place for 24 years by
2040 because I love it here. I spend a lot of time playing video
games. Personally, I don’t think I (8)  (stop)
playing them by 2040. Why should I?

My life in 2040!
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 Speaking
Collaborative task (1)
1	  COMMUNICATE Some people think that the 

world will be very different in 2040, and others 
disagree. What do you think?

2	 Look at the diagram. Does it help to give you any 
more ideas for your answers in Exercise 1?

5	  COMMUNICATE Read the question and  
think of two more ideas to complete the diagram.

Will the world be 
very different in 

2040?

transport 

sport 

the world of work 

technology 

health 

3	  15 Listen to two people discussing the 
question and ideas in Exercise 2. Answer 
the questions.

1	 Which ideas do they discuss?
2	 Do they always agree with each other’s opinions?
3	 Which of their ideas do you agree with?

4	  15 Listen again. Complete the phrases in the 
Speaking bank with the correct words.

SPEAKING BANK
Clarifying and checking understanding

Asking for clarification
•	 I’m not sure what you (1)  by …
•	 In (2)  words, …
•	 Are you saying that … ?
•	 Sorry, I’m not with you.
Checking understanding
•	 Do you get what I mean? 
•	 Are you with me?
•	 Do you (3)  /understand what  

I’m saying?
Explaining what you mean
•	 (4)  I mean/meant is …
•	 Yes, that’s (5)  what I mean/meant.
•	 To put it another way, …
Showing understanding
•	 I (6)  what you mean.
•	 I get you.

How important 
is it to learn 

English for your 
future life?

entertainment

technology

work 

In collaborative tasks, don’t worry if your 
partner disagrees with something you say or asks you 
to explain something in more detail. This can help you 
to come up with new ideas and to develop, justify and 
elaborate on your arguments.

6	 EXAMEXAM  TASK Work with a partner. Do this 
task based on the diagram in Exercise 5. Use 
expressions form the Speaking bank and 
remember the advice in the Exam Hack.

EXAM HACKEXAM HACK

People say that it is very important to learn 
English for the future. Here are some things 
to think about and a question for you to 
discuss. Now talk to each other.
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1	  COMMUNICATE Read this definition of ‘futureproofing’.  
How important do you think futureproofing is? Why?

 coach
Life

YOURSELF WITH
‘FUTUREPROOFING’

RESILIENCE

2	  VIDEO  Watch the video about developing resilience as a way to prepare 
for the future. In which order do they mention these ideas?

3	  VIDEO 03 Watch again. What advice or explanations do they give for each of the ideas in exercise 2?

I think I can (and so, yes, I can!) 
Sometimes when people fail at something, they think ‘I’ll never be able to do it!’. With that attitude, there may be little 
chance of success. Keep a positive mindset and think of the famous saying – ‘Whether you think you can, or you think you 
can’t – you’re right!’

4	 Look at these statements. How true are they for you?

1	 I worry a lot about making mistakes.
2	 Once I failed an exam and I turned it into a plus by studying harder for the following exam.
3	 I ask others for help when I have to overcome difficulties or obstacles.
4	 I feel I have the right attitude to survive most future scenarios at school.
5	 I know what my long-term goals are but I’ve never thought about the necessary short-term goals.

5	 LIFE COACH TASK Compare your answers in Exercise 4 and give each other advice to improve your 
resilience and futureproofing.

LIFE  HACKLIFE  HACK

Short-term goals Break down tasks into 
smaller simpler stepsWhat FAIL really means

Think outside the boxLosing confidence

Ask someone for help

Long-term goals

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

futureproofing (n.): Anticipating and preparing for the future. We don’t know today what
tomorrow will bring, for example which jobs will or won’t continue to exist. So, in order to futureproof 
ourselves, we need to develop a variety of different skills, qualities and attitudes that can help us to be 
ready to face any future situation or profession.

Life coach video
‘Futureproofing’  
yourself with resilience
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 Writing
An article
1	  COMMUNICATE Answer the questions.

1	 Do you have any ambitions in life? What are they?
2	 What do you think of these ambitions? Which of 

these ambitions might you personally share?
• get a university degree
• find a job I love
• make a lot of money
• become an expert in some area
• win an important prize or award
• become famous
• help others
• keep learning new things

2	 COMMUNICATE Read the writing task and
discuss some of your own ideas to answer the 
questions in it.

Future perfect!
Have you ever wondered where you will be in five 
years’ time? In my experience, some people find it 
hard to look into the future. Not me! 

In five years, I’m quite certain that I’ll have left school. 
I hope I’ll have passed my university entrance exams 
because I definitely want to study at university. I don’t 
know what exactly I’ll be studying, but hopefully it 
will be related to biology and chemistry, my favourite 
subjects. Just imagine what it’s like only studying what 
you enjoy! 

But I have other ambitions apart from studying. I play 
drums in a band, and I’ve always found that music is 
a great way to be creative and express myself. We’re 
all so close in the band, like a family. We’ll probably 
never become famous, but that’s not the point, is it?

Do you want to know what my real ambition for the 
future is? To my mind, it’s to be happy. And I truly 
believe that if I enjoy what I study, if I can express 
myself through music, and if I have my real friends 
close by me, the future is going to be perfect!

Your hopes and ambitions for the future!
We want to know how you see your own future. What 
do you hope you’ll be doing in five years’ time? What 
do you think you’ll have achieved by then? What are 
your ambitions for further on in the future?
Write your article and tell us how you feel today 
about your tomorrow!

Articles wanted!

3	 Read a student’s article for the task in Exercise 2. 
Do they answer all the questions in the task? Are 
any of their answers similar to yours?

4	 Look at the four paragraphs in the article in 
Exercise 3. What is the aim of each paragraph?

Magazine articles are much more 
personal than formal essays. Use I/me to talk about your 
own personal experiences. Use you a lot to speak directly 
to the reader. You can also use we/us to help the reader 
feel a connection with you. An interesting title can also 
make the reader feel personally motivated to read your 
article.

EXAM HACKEXAM HACK
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5	 Read the article in Exercise 3 again and complete 
the questions and phrases in the Writing bank.

WRITING BANK
Useful language in an article

Questions and expressions to appeal to the reader
•	 Have you (1)  where/why/how/what …?
• Why do you think that …?
• Can you imagine …?
• Just (2)  what …!
• Think for a second!
• Do you (3)  what …?
Personal experiences and opinions
• In my (4) ,
• (5)  me!
• I’ve always (6)  that …
• Personally speaking,
• (7)  my mind, 
• As far as I’m concerned, 

1	 Look at the unit question from page 20 again. 
Has your answer changed? Why? 

How will life improve in 
the future? 

2	  COMMUNICATE In groups, reflect on the 
whole unit. Answer the questions.

1	 Did you enjoy learning about the future?  
Why/Why not?

2	 What can you remember best from the unit? Why?
3	 What was your favourite lesson in the unit? Why?

 Time to reflect

Want more practice?

Design thinking coach

In Design thinking project 1 you will practise 
collaboration and teamwork. Read the description. 
Then read each question. Answer Yes, Sometimes 
or No in your notebook. 

The terms collaboration and teamwork refer 
to our ability to work with other people in a 
group to achieve a common goal. When we 
collaborate, we share ideas, help each other 
and divide tasks fairly to complete the work 
successfully. 

When I work in a team, do I … 

1 express my ideas as clearly as I can? 

2 listen actively to my classmates’ opinions? 

3 ask questions if a classmate’s idea is unclear? 

4 work on my part of the task to deliver it on 
time? 

5 try to get to know the people I’m going to work 
with? 

6 communicate my opinions respectfully? 

Now, compare your answers with a partner. Which 
three of the above skills do you think are the most 
important for working together? Why? 

Workbook  Review Reflect Build, page 23

6	 Complete the text with one word in each gap.

7	 EXAMEXAM  TASK Answer the writing task in Exercise 
2. Use the ideas you discussed in Exercises 1 and 
2 and organise them into paragraphs.

Would you like some help? >>> Yes? Go to:

Writing coach, Workbook page 20

WriteDraftPlanText Analysis

8	 When you finish your article, use these tips to 
check it.

1	 I’ve used different future tenses appropriately.�
2	 I’ve included questions and expressions from  

the Writing bank to appeal to the reader.�
3	 I’ve used expressions from the Writing bank to 

talk about personal experiences and opinions.�

Can you (1) 
a future where you only 
ever worked? Think for a 
(2) ! It would 
just be so sad. As far as I’m
(3) , my work life 
will be really important in the
future, but so will my free time. I’ve 
always (4)  that I study better when I’ve 
had a chance to relax with friends, maybe playing 
sport. That’s another thing. (5)  you 
imagine what life would be like without sport?! Some 
people hate exercise. But not (6) ! 
Personally (7) , I need it, and will always 
be doing some kind of sport, however old I am!
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Future forms
We use be going to:

•	� to talk about plans and intentions (= things that we 
have already decided to do in the future).

We’re going to choose somewhere tranquil for our 
holidays.

•	� to make predictions about the future when we have 
some kind of evidence.

Delhi looks amazing. Our trip is going to be great!
We use will/won’t:

•	� to make predictions based on our thoughts and 
opinions with verbs like think, believe, be sure 
and expect.
I think climate change will be the biggest problem this 
century.

•	� for decisions made at the moment of speaking or 
when we offer to do something for someone.
Don’t worry. I’ll pay for our drinks.

•	� for facts in the future.
I’ll be 16 on my next birthday.

We can also use present tenses to talk about the 
future. We use the present simple:

•	� to talk about activities that are part of a timetable or 
schedule.
The conference starts at nine o’clock.

•	� after time expressions such as when, before, as soon as 
and until.
We need to act before poverty gets worse.  
NOT … before poverty will get worse.

We use the present continuous to talk about future 
plans and arrangements that are already organised 
for a specific date or time. The arrangement can be 
with another person or is often with an organisation 
or company.
We’re attending a robotics conference on Thursday. We 
bought the tickets last month.

Future perfect
We form the future perfect with will/won’t + have + 
past participle.

Positive She’ll have left home by age 20.

Negative We won’t have moved house by 2035.

Questions Will you have settled down by then?

Short
Answers Yes, I will. / No, I won’t.

We use the future perfect to talk about actions that 
will/won’t be finished before a specific time in the 
future. We often use by to mean ‘some time before’.
I’ll have switched careers by the time I’m 40.

Future continuous
We form the future continuous with will/won’t + be + 
verb -ing.

Positive He’ll be living abroad this time next year.

Negative We won’t be taking it easy at 6 pm today.

Questions Will you be living off your parents when 
you’re 20?

Short
Answers Yes, I will. / No, I won’t.

We use the future continuous to:

•	� talk about actions that will be in progress around a 
specific time in the future.

This time next year, my sister will be working as a chef.
•	� make predictions and talk about future trends.
By 2040, everyone will be driving electric cars.

Future perfect continuous 
We form the future perfect continuous with will/won’t 
+ have been + verb -ing.

Positive She’ll have been supporting herself for 
ten years.

Negative We won’t have been living alone for 
ages.

Questions Will you have been studying all morning?

Short
Answers Yes, I will. / No, I won’t.

We use the future perfect continuous to focus on the 
duration of an action at a specific time in the future. 
The action continues until or after that time. We 
often use by to mean ‘some time before’ and/or for to 
introduce the duration.
By 2050, I’ll have been working for 20 years.

 Grammar coach
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Describing cities and towns  16

atmospheric /ˌætməsˈferɪk/ ■ ​imposing /ɪmˈpəʊzɪŋ/ 
renowned for /rɪˈnaʊnd fɔː(r)/ ■ ​sprawling /ˈsprɔːlɪŋ/ 
​steeped in /ˈstiːpt ɪn/ ■ ​tranquil /ˈtræŋkwɪl/ 
​trendy /ˈtrendi/ ■ ​upmarket /ˌʌpˈmɑːkɪt/ 
​vibrant /ˈvaɪbrənt/ ■ ​welcoming /ˈwelkəmɪŋ/ 
​well-connected /ˌwel kəˈnektɪd/

Social issues and trends  17

discrimination /dɪˌskrɪmɪˈneɪʃən/ 
​(the) elderly /(ði) ˈeldəli/ 
environmental threats /ɪnˌvaɪrənˌmentəl ˈθrets/ 
​food and water shortages /ˌfuːd ən ˌwɔːtə ˈʃɔːtɪdʒɪz/ 
health care /ˈhelθ keə(r)/ 
homelessness /ˈhəʊmləsnəs/ ■ ​hunger /ˈhʌŋɡə(r)/ 
​inequality /ˌɪnɪˈkwɒləti/ 
overpopulation /ˌəʊvəˌpɒpjuˈleɪʃən/ 
overcrowding /ˌəʊvəˈkraʊdɪŋ/ ■ ​poverty /ˈpɒvəti/ 
​unemployment /ˌʌnɪmˈplɔɪmənt/ ■ ​youths /juːðz/

Word formation: prefixes  18

co-founder /kəʊˈfaʊndə/ ■ ​co-operation /kəʊˌɒpəˈreɪʃən/ 
counterargument /’kaʊntərɑːɡjəmənt/ 
countermeasures /ˈkaʊntəmeʒəz/ 
misinformed /ˌmɪsɪnˈfɔːmd/ ■ ​outnumber /aʊtˈnʌmbə/ 
outweigh /ˌaʊtˈweɪ/ ■ ​overconfidence /ˌəʊvəˈkɒnfɪdəns/ 
​overdo /əʊvəˈduː/ ■ ​precautions /prɪˈkɔːʃənz/ 
​preview /ˈpriː.vjuː/ ■ ​pseudo-expert /ˈsuːdəʊˈekspɜːt/ 
​pseudoscientists ■ ​/ˈsuːdəʊˈsaɪəntɪsts/ 
​self-defence /self dɪˈfens/ ■ ​self-fulfilling /self fʊlˈfɪlɪŋ / 
​underestimate /ʌndəˈrestɪmeɪt / 
​underprepared /ʌndəprɪˈpeəd/

Planning your future  19

climb the career ladder /ˌklaɪm ðə kəˈrɪə ˌlædə(r)/ 
contribute to my upkeep /ˈkɒntrɪbjuːt tə maɪ ˈʌpkiːp/ 
deal with commitments /ˌdiːl wɪð kəˈmɪtmənts/ 
​go from job to job /ˌɡəʊ frəm ˈdʒɒb tə ˈdʒɒb/ 
get a good work-life balance /ˌɡet ə ˈɡʊd ˌwɜːk ˌlaɪf 
ˈbæləns/ ■ ​get my own place /ˌɡet maɪ ˌəʊn ˈpleɪs/ 
​leave home /ˌliːv ˈhəʊm/ ■ ​live off someone/something 
/ˈlɪv ɒf ˌsʌmwʌn/ˌsʌmθɪŋ/ ■ ​​move house /ˌmuːv ˈhaʊs/ 
put my feet up /ˌpʊt maɪ ˈfiːt ʌp/ ■ ​settle down /ˌsetl ˈdaʊn/ 
​support myself /səˈpɔːt maɪˌself/ ■ ​switch careers /ˌswɪtʃ 
kəˈrɪəz/ ■ ​take it easy /ˌteɪk ɪt ˈiːzi/

 Vocabulary coach

1	 Complete the dialogues with the correct form 
of the verbs given. Use going to, will, the present 
simple or the present continuous. Sometimes 
more than one answer is possible.

1	 A	� We  (leave) for the airport in ten 
minutes.

	 B	� But I’m not ready yet!
	 A	� Hurry up! The taxi  (be) here any 

minute now. The plane  (leave) at 
6 pm.

2	 A	�   (you/do) anything special later?
	 B	� I  (meet) my teacher to talk about my 

essay.
	 A	� OK! I  (see) you tomorrow then.
3	 A	� What  (you/do) about the maths 

homework?
	 B	� I  (ask) my sister about it.
	 A	� Good idea! I expect she  (be able) to 

help you.
4	 A	� Hi Jack. It’s Dad. Please can you bring the 

washing in? The forecast says it  
(rain) this afternoon.

	 B	� Sure. I  (do) it as soon as I  
(get) home

2	  COMMUNICATE Complete the sentences 
with the future continuous, future perfect or 
future perfect continuous form of the verbs given. 
Then say if they are true or false for you and why.

1	 At 8 pm this evening, I  (take) it easy in 
my bedroom.

2	 By the time I’m 25, I  (leave) home to live 
somewhere else.

3	 By the time I finish school, I  (decide) 
what career I want.

4	 By 2035, I  (drive) a car for over a year.
5	 In five years’ time, I  (live) in another city 

or country.

3	 Complete the text with the correct future form of 
the verbs given.

The other day I asked an AI chatbot about 
my future. Based on the information I gave, I 
(1)  (be) a millionaire by the time I’m 
20! I don’t think that (2)  (happen) 
because, when I (3)  (finish) school, 
I (4)  (go) to university. The course I 
want to do lasts for four years, so I (5)  
(study) hard when I’m 20. I really doubt I 
(6)  (have) time to make so much money 
by then!
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