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What 

is it?

It’s a tree. 

Is it a table?

No, it isn’t.  

It’s a chair.

I’m King Jade.  

What’s your name?

My name’s Chen. 

Here.

And here …

Yes. It’s a magic pen.
Is it  

a pen?

It’s a book.

What is it?
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It’s a horse.  

A brown horse!

Thank you, Chen.  

Thank you.

What is it, Mama?

Rice! Look!  

It’s rice – beautiful, 

white rice. 

Wow!  

It’s a tree. 

Gold, please! 

What!  

No gold?

No.
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Ha!

Aaargh!  

Help!

Hmm.
Look, it’s a 

door. Ha-ha!

Aaargh! It isn’t  

a magic pen.
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Look. A doll,  
a robot, and a teddy bear. 

How old are you? Six? 
Seven? 

Oh, no. My 
favorite teddy 

bear.

How old 
is she?

She’s 
five. 

Here.  
A teddy bear.

Thank 
you!

Thank you, 
Mommy.  

A teddy bear!

Happy 
Birthday, 

Daisy.
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My teddy  
bear is my  

favorite toy!

Oh, Polly! How 
old are you? 

Here’s a 
teddy bear.

That isn’t my  
teddy bear. My 
teddy bear is  

yellow.

Look at this 
teddy bear.

That isn’t my 
teddy bear. My 
teddy bear is 

small.

Please help...

Oh! This 
teddy bear 
is small and 

yellow.

I’m 13.
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Is this your 
teddy bear?

Yes, it is. 
Thank you.

Wait. 
When’s your 
birthday?

It’s in June. 

Happy 
Birthday! This 
is your teddy 

bear now. 

Oh. Thank you, 
Princess Polly!

12

10 11

7

S
A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y



The Hungry Giraffe
3

No. These leaves  
are brown. Those 
leaves are green.I’m hungry! 

Let’s eat 
these leaves.

Sorry! The trees 
are very tall. 

An elephant! Please help. 
Those leaves are green, 
but the trees are tall.

Here.  
Eat this.

They’re 
bananas.

What are 
these?

No, thank you!

Thank you.
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Here! Eat these. I’m 
not hungry at all.

Thank you!

Mmm! These  
leaves aren’t brown. 

They’re green.

Whooaaa! 
My neck!

Thank you, 
Giraffe.

77 88

99

1010

9

S
A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y



Hi, Tilly. Can 
we come in?

Yes, of course. 
Welcome to The 
Mystery Club!

Can I 
come in?

No, sorry! 
Go away.

A lost cat.  
Hmm ... Look!  

A lost necklace. 

And a prize. 
Let’s find that 

necklace!
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Can I come? 
Pleeeeease?

No!

Uh... Yes, of 
course. Find 

the cat. Look 
in that big old 

house.

It’s scary. Hmm, 
where’s the 

cat? It’s small 
and black.

Oh, it’s a 
cat. Come 
here, Kitty.

Hello? Can 
I come in?

It’s behind 
the door. It’s 
in the living 

room.

Hmm, is it  
under the table?

No.

It isn’t in  
the kitchen.

What’s 
that?
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Aha!  
A clue. 

It’s in the 
bedroom.

Oh, you’re 
on the chair! 
Come here.

Meow!

Aargh! 
Help.

Go away! 

11

12

13

14

12

S
A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y



Oh, what’s  
on the shelf?

It’s the  
necklace!

Sit down on  
the chair, Kitty!  

Don’t move.

Whoa, I’m 
on the chair, 

and it’s 
scary. 

Hello, Mrs. 
Ruiz. Is this 
your cat? 

Oh, yes,  
it’s my Kitty! 
Thank you.

And look –  
the necklace. Wow! 

Here – 
Welcome 

to The 
Mystery 

Club!

Thanks!
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Help! Please help! Is 

there a hospital in 

this town?

Come on, 

Sniffer the 

Superdog! 

Let’s go!

There’s a 

hospital on 

First Avenue. 

Come with us. 

Thank 

you!
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Oh, no! It’s 

Maria’s birthday 

today. Is there a 

mall near here?

There’s a mall across 

from the movie theater 

on Second Avenue. 

Thanks, 

Captain 

Navigate!

Don’t worry. Don’t 

be late! I’m Captain 

Navigate.

Thank you.

You’re 

welcome.

Excuse me. Where’s 

the bus station? Go straight. Take 

a left. It’s next to 

the library. 

Oh, dear.
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Don’t worry. 

Don’t be late! I’m 

Captain Navigate. 

Ha, ha, ha.

Excuse me.  

Where’s the park?  

I’m sorry. 

I don’t know.

Oh, no. 

I’m late.

Everybody is lost today! 

Come on, Sniffer. 
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Ha, ha, ha. This is fun.  

Hmm … I’m hungry. Is there 

a café near here?

Look. It’s  

The Loser. He’s  

a bad man.

Sniffer! Quick! 

Let’s change 

the sign.

Oh, no!

Ha, ha, ha.  

Now, this is fun.
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I’m Nadia. 
I have a big 

family. 
I have a little 
sister, Olga.

I don’t 
have any 

food, Olga. 
Sorry.

 I’m 
hungry!

It’s OK, Olga. 
Look! The turnip 

is big now. 
Let’s eat it! 

That’s  
my dad. 

Can I help 
you, Dad? 

Yes, please. The 
turnip is very big. 

This is my 
brother Yuri. 
I have three 

brothers. 

This 
turnip is 
very big. 

Where 
are your 
brothers? 
Sergei! 

Mikhail! 
Come 
here!
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Nadia, where’s your mom?

She’s in the kitchen. Mom,  
can you help, please?

This is my 
mom. She’s tall 

and strong.

Can I 
help?

Here’s my 
grandpa.

I’m here, 
too!

 And my 
grandma … 
and my dog 
… and my 
cat ... and 
my cow!

Sit down, Grandma. 
Nadia! Don’t play – 

help!
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Mooooo!

Ooof! 

HOORAY!

Look. A 
beautiful, big 
turnip for the 

family.

Thank you, 
everybody!

Mmm, turnip 
soup every day! 

Let’s eat.

Hooray! 
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Doodle.

Hello, there! 
What’s your 

name?

Ha, ha! Look,  
boys. Jake has  

a new pet. What 
is it?

I don’t  
know.

OK Doodle,  
come with me. 

Where’s your mom? 
Do you have  

a mom?

No. I’m not  
your mom.  

My name’s Jake.

Mama! 
Mama!

Jakejakejake.

Doo Da Doo Da Do Da.

Go away 
Billy.

Look. It’s little  
Jake, he doesn’t 
have any friends.  

Ha, ha, ha!

What’s 
that?
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Come on 
Doodle. 
Let’s go.

Eww! It’s small  
and green. Look. 
It has long arms  
and short legs.

Ha, ha, ha! 
Jake has a funny 

pet. It’s ugly.

Ouch! 
My hand  

hurts.

Mama, 

Mama!

Come back 
here!

Doodle! 
Don’t go!

Mama! 
Mama!

The next day...

Help!
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Doodle. Where are 
you? And where’s  

Billy?

Ouch!  
My arm hurts.

Stop!  
He’s my 
friend.

Ha. ha, ha! What is  
it? It’s pink. It’s ugly.  

It has short arms.

Stop!  
Take me  
home!
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15

16

17 Goodbye 

friends!

Goodbye,  
Doodle!

Thank you, 
Jake. You’re a 
good friend.

Friend, 
friend, 
friend!

Hello, my  
little friend.

Jake!Jake, Jake,

Later ...
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8It’s Monday. 

It’s lunchtime.

“Do you have 

any cake?” 

asks Chip.

“No, I don’t,” says Chef.  

“Lunch today is pizza and salad.”

“Hmm. Pizza, please,” says Chip. 

“I like pizza, but I don’t like salad. 

I don’t like anything green.”

“No, I don’t,” says Chef. 

“Lunch today is chicken 

and green beans.”

It’s Tuesday. It’s lunchtime.

“Do you have any cake?” 

asks Chip.

“Hmm. Chicken, please,” says 

Chip. “I like chicken, but I don’t 

like green beans. I don’t like 

anything green.”
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It’s Wednesday. 

It’s lunchtime.

“Is there any cake?” 

asks Chip.

“Hmm. Burger, please,” says Chip. 

“I like burgers, but I don’t like peas.  

I don’t like anything green.”

“No, there isn’t,” says Chef.  

“Lunch today is pasta and 

broccoli.”

“No, there isn’t,” says Chef. “Lunch 

today is burgers and peas.”

It’s Thursday. It’s lunchtime.

“Is there any cake?’’ asks 

Chip.

“Hmm. Pasta, please,” 

says Chip. “I like pasta, 

but I don’t like broccoli. I 

don’t like anything green.”
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It’s Friday. It’s lunchtime. Friday is a 

special day. Chef has a big cake.

“Is there any cake?” asks Chip.

“Yes, there is,” says Chef. 

“Do you like cake?” 

“Oh, yes, I do!” says Chip.

“BUT YOU DON’T LIKE ANYTHING 

GREEN!” says Chef. “Ha, ha, ha!”
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In our town,
There’s a man named Tim.
He can’t drive a cart,
But he can play the violin.

He can sing and dance,

This man named Tim,

And strange things happen,

When he plays his violin.

Look at those fish.

Those fish can fly!

Fish can’t fly.
Don’t be silly, Tim.

1

2

3

4

28

9

S
A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y



[AW_R1_U9_p25_a] 

Oh, yes, they can, 
When I play my violin.

Birds can’t dance.
Don’t be silly, Tim.

Look at those birds.

Those birds can dance.

Oh, yes, they can,

When I play my violin.
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Look at those cows.

They can climb trees.

Oh, yes, they can,
When I play my violin.

Listen to those sheep.
Those sheep can sing!

Sheep can’t sing.
Don’t be silly, Tim.

Cows can’t climb trees.
Don’t be silly, Tim.

1312

11

9
10

30

S
A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y



  Oh, yes, they can, 
When I play my violin. Look at those dogs. 

  They can skate!

Dogs can skate!
You’re right, Tim.

     They can skate,
When you play your violin.

In our town,

There’s a man named Tim.

Strange things happen,

When he plays his violin.

14

15

16

17

18

31

S
A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y



Macmillan Education Limited

4 Crinan Street

London N1 9XW

Companies and representatives throughout the world

Story Central Plus Level 1 Reader ISBN 978-1-380-06087-7

Story Central Plus Level 1 Reader eBook ISBN 978-1-380-07115-6

Story Central Plus Level 1 Student Book with Reader, Student eBook, Reader eBook, 

and CLIL eBook ISBN: 978-1-380-06083-9

Story Central Plus Level 1 Student Book with Reader, CLIL Book, Student eBook,  

Reader eBook, and CLIL eBook ISBN: 978-1-380-06082-2

Text, design and illustration © Macmillan Education Limited 2015

Written by Viv Lambert ELT Limited and Mo Choy Design Ltd

The authors have asserted their rights to be identified as the authors of this work in accordance with the 

Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Story Central is a registered trademark of Macmillan Education Limited

This edition published 2021

First edition entitled “Story Central” published 2015 by Macmillan Education Limited

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in 

any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior 

written permission of the publishers.

Page design, layout and art editing by Wild Apple Design Ltd

Chen’s Magic Pen illustrated by Patricia Yuste (Advocate Art); The Princess and the Teddy Bear illustrated by 

Louise Redshaw (Plum Pudding Illustration); The Hungry Giraffe illustrated by Inna Chernyak (Plum Pudding 

Illustration); The Mystery House illustrated by Ayesha Lopez (Advocate Art); Captain Navigate illustrated by 

Stephen Reed (The July Group); The Giant Turnip illustrated by Ellie Jenkins (Advocate Art); Good Friends 

illustrated by Robin Boyden (Pickled Ink); I Like Cake! illustrated by Marcus Cutler (Sylvie Poggio Artist 

Agency); The Magic Violin illustrated by Valentina Belloni (MB Artists).

Cover design by Wild Apple Design Ltd

Cover artwork: front cover, Patricia Yuste (Advocate Art), Inna Chernyak (Plum Pudding Illustration), 

and Stephen Reed (The July Group); back cover, Valentina Belloni (MB Artists) and Marcus Cutler  

(Sylvie Poggio Artist Agency).

Authors’ acknowledgements

Thank you to everyone at Macmillan for their support and for allowing us to work in ‘our way’. For patience 

and tolerance of late-night working, thank you to our families.

These materials may contain links for third party websites. We have no control over, and are not responsible 

for, the contents of such third party websites. Please use care when accessing them.

The inclusion of any specific companies, commercial products, trade names or otherwise does not constitute 

or imply its endorsement or recommendation by Macmillan Education Limited.

Printed and bound in TBC

2025  2024  2023  2022  2021   

10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1

S
A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y
 S

A
M

P
L
E
 C

O
P
Y


