
Keep calm and carry on 
teaching teenagers!

Session 1: 14th April 2021



After studying languages at Oxford University, David Spencer 
trained to be a Secondary School teacher. He then moved 
to Spain where he has been living and teaching ever since. 
He continues to teach teenage students every day in a school 
near Madrid. Dave began writing courses for Macmillan 
in 1994. His brand new series for teenagers is a multi-level 
course designed to prepare teenage students for exams and life 
after school. Dave has given talks to teachers in twenty-eight 
countries and is active on social media. 

DAVID SPENCER

Follow Dave Spencer at facebook.com/teachwithdave 



DOWNLOAD CERTIFICATE

The link to download certificate of 
attendance will be sent next week in 
the same email. Check your mail boxes 
next week.

Next week you will receive 
an email with access to 
a special post-webinar 
package, including: 
- a handout with different 
activities to try and test 
with your students
- a podcast with Dave 
Spencer, 
- a link to the recording of 
the session,
- a link to your personalised 
certificate of attendance.

EXTRA MATERIALS



REGISTER  for the upcoming sessions

macmillanenglish.com/teach-with-dave-masterclass

On closer examination
The keys to preparing teens 
for exam success

12th May, 2 p.m. UK time

Learning for life
The keys to preparing teens 
for life in and outside the 
classroom

16th June, 2 p.m. UK time



‘Children nowadays just 

love the easy life. They’re 

bad mannered, show 

contempt for authority, and 

disrespect for their elders. 

They answer back to their 

parents and they drive their 

teachers mad.’
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‘I see no hope for the future of 

our people if they are 

dependent on the frivolous 

youth of today. When I was 

young, we were taught to be 

discreet and respectful of 

elders, but today’s youngsters 

have no respect.’
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To consider before we begin:

• Differences between each country, city, school type, school, class, class size, day, 
time of day…

• Differences between us as teachers – age, experience, personality, beliefs…

• (Differences between face to face, online, hybrid teaching situations)

So…:

• Feel free to QUESTION and above all to ADAPT what I say to try it out and see if 
it works for YOU and YOUR STUDENTS

• Oh, and remember. An hour is an hour!



OPINIONS DICTATION

I agree I disagree It depends



1. You should know your school’s policy towards (lateness, use of 
smartphones, not doing homework…)

I agree I disagree It depends



2. You should negotiate classroom rules with the students.

I agree I disagree It depends



3. You should always remember that you’re the adult in the room.

I agree I disagree It depends



4. You should not smile too much early on in the year with a new 
group of students.

I agree I disagree It depends



5. You should not admit that you don’t know an answer nor apologise for 
mistakes you make.

6. You should do what you say you’re going to do.

7. You should spot examples of good work and behaviour
and let students know you’ve spotted them.

8. You should try to limit discipline problems by planning classes and 
activities carefully.

Agree, disagree or it depends? 



‘Tell me and I forget.

Teach me and I may remember.

Involve me and I learn.’

(Or at least I won’t get bored and 
start daydreaming or causing 
trouble.)

INVOLVE STUDENTS





Try to always have 
clear scaffolding and   
concrete objectives.

STRUCTURE ACTIVITIES



Talk to your partner 
about what you usually 
do after school.
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Find at least FIVE things 
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• Listen to WHAT students say, 
not just HOW they say it

• Have a clear idea of what the 
main aim of your activity is.

• Decide how important that 
main aim really is.

CORRECT SENSITIVELY



Teacher: How are you today, Ivan?

Ivan: Very bad. Yesterday my father have an accident.
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Teacher: How are you today, Ivan?

Ivan: Very bad. Yesterday my father have an accident.

Teacher: No, Ivan! That’s terrible!

It should be ‘My father HAD an accident.’ 

Past simple for a single, completed action with 

a specific time reference.



BE READY FOR FAST-FINISHERS

Keep them involved by:

• Having open-ended activities

• Insisting on quality-control

• Having activities to keep them 

interested and busy

• Aiming high





Keeping fast-finishers active

How many words can you make with the letters in

ENCYCLOPAEDIA?



pin, pen, pie, pan, dip, cycle, 
place, pace, pale, plane, pencil, 
pain, deep, and, pond, pony, 
clone, cold, acid, opened…



ENCOURAGE 
COLLABORATION AND RESPECT 

BETWEEN STUDENTS

• Give explicit instructions and advice 
to do so.

• Make sure students have the 
language for this ‘mediation’.





KEEP TEENS MOTIVATED ONLINE

• You’re a team

• Use class lists

• Less is more. If you can’t correct it, 
don’t ask students to do it

• Keep things clear, simple, and 
functional

• Celebrate every little victory

• Work on the positives, don’t get 
bogged down by the negatives



PLAN LESSONS CAREFULLY

• Don’t just plan in terms of the language 
you are going to teach or the skills you 
want students to practise.

• Bear in mind classroom management 
and student motivation.

• Think in terms of ‘warmers’ and 
‘coolers’.



LESSON PLANNING
Some basic considerations to get the ideal balance

1.  Relevance to the students.
2.  Variety of skills work.
3.  Variety of interaction.
4.  Pace and timing.
5.  Warmers and coolers. 



Teacher: Words with the prefix mis-

Word Formation Tennis



Teacher: Words with the prefix mis-

Team A: misunderstand

Word Formation Tennis



Teacher: Words with the prefix mis-

Team A: misunderstand

Team B: mishear

Word Formation Tennis



Teacher: Words with the prefix mis-

Team A: misunderstand

Team B: mishear

Team A: misconception

Word Formation Tennis



Teacher: Words with the prefix mis-

Team A: misunderstand

Team B: mishear

Team A: misconception

Team B: mispronounce

Word Formation Tennis



Teacher: Words with the prefix mis-

Team A: misunderstand

Team B: mishear

Team A: misconception

Team B: mispronounce

Team A: ??? Miss America???

Word Formation Tennis



Teacher: Words with the prefix mis-

Team A: misunderstand

Team B: mishear

Team A: misconception

Team B: mispronounce

Team A: ??? Miss America???

Teacher: Team B winning 0-15. 

Word Formation Tennis
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Teacher: Words with the suffix -ness

Team A: kindness

Team B: sadness

Team A: darkness

Team B: happiness

Team A: Loch Ness???

Teacher: Team B winning 0-30. 

Word Formation Tennis



MIS- UNDER- -NESS -SHIP
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Word Formation Dictation



REMEMBER THEY’RE TEENS!

Game-like activities can maximise 
involvement, motivation, energy 
levels, interest…







REMEMBER YOU’RE 
THE ADULT IN THE ROOM!

Students learn from WHAT we teach, but 

also HOW we teach it and HOW WE behave.



According to teenage students, 
what are the characteristics of 

the ‘perfect teacher’?

Can you guess the Top 10 traits/adjectives, 
as voted for by teens?



‘The 25 Traits that make a perfect Secondary School Teacher’
The Times Educational Supplement

Georgia Ziebart, 21st July 2017





So, what does the ‘perfect teacher’ look like?





Thank you!

Follow me at facebook.com/teachwithdave 



DOWNLOAD CERTIFICATE

The link to download certificate of 
attendance will be sent next week in 
the same email. Check your mail boxes 
next week.

Next week you will receive 
an email with access to 
a special post-webinar 
package, including: 
- a handout with different 
activities to try and test 
with your students
- a podcast with Dave 
Spencer, 
- a link to the recording of 
the session,
- a link to your personalised 
certificate of attendance.

EXTRA MATERIALS



REGISTER  for the upcoming session

12th May, 2 pm, UK time

Teach with Dave & Norwich 
Institute for Language Education 

SPECIAL EVENT

Follow us at 
facebook.com/macmillaneducation

DETAILS COMING SOON!

macmillanenglish.com/teach-with-dave-masterclass


