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After studying languages at Oxford University, David Spencer 
trained to be a Secondary School teacher. He then moved 
to Spain where he has been living and teaching ever since. 
He continues to teach teenage students every day in a school 
near Madrid. Dave began writing courses for Macmillan 
in 1994. His brand new series for teenagers is a multi-level 
course designed to prepare teenage students for exams and life 
after school. Dave has given talks to teachers in twenty-eight 
countries and is active on social media. 

DAVID SPENCER

Follow Dave Spencer at facebook.com/teachwithdave 



CERTIFICATE

The link to download certificate of 
attendance will be sent next week 
in the same email. Check your mail 
boxes next week.

Next week you will receive 
an email with access to 
a special post-webinar 
package, including: 

EXTRA MATERIALS

• Teacher Exam Tips,

• a recording of the session 
and a presentation 

• a link to your personalised  
certificate of attendance.

• a handout with different    
activities to try and test with 
your students,

• a podcast with Dave Spencer 
and Anna Hasper, 



REGISTER  for the upcoming session

macmillanenglish.com/teach-with-dave-masterclass

Learning for life
The keys to preparing teens 
for life in and outside the 
classroom

16th June, 2 p.m. UK time
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• Many of the things that appear in English exams are actually quite useful – writing emails, 
answering personal questions, testing detailed comprehension of academic texts…

• Exams open doors in terms of future studies or careers.

• Many exam strategies can be useful to improve general learning strategies.

• Exam skills are virtually Life Skills at Secondary school and university.

• Exams can help to show your strengths, measure your progress, and identify areas that 
need more work or attention.

• (They’re there, whether we, or our students, like it or not!)
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• Students suffer a fear of failure. (Negative stress)

• Not passing an exam can affect a student’s long-term vision of their ability in English.

• Some exams (particularly at higher levels) don’t just test the students’ level of English.

• Some things that appear in exams are not directly useful or relevant for teenagers (e.g. 
writing letters of complaint or formal reports…)

• There can be negative washback, depending on the exam. 

• Teachers are sometimes evaluated, solely perhaps, on the basis of their students’ exam 
results

• 100% focus on an exam can lead you to pay no attention to things that are important for 
our students to learn.

EXAMS – AGAINST



Encourage students to open up 
about their FEELINGS towards 
exams (SEL)

PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION



EXAMS AND ME

1) My best exam was…

2) My most unusual exam was…

3) …. helps me feel more confident before an exam.

4) … makes me feel especially nervous before an exam.

5) The way I revise best is by…

6) I think we do exams at school because…

Complete the sentences and then compare your answers. 



COMPASS POINTS (W-E-N-S)

Getting in the zone for exams

1. What WORRIES do you have about your upcoming exam(s)?

2. What do you find EXCITING about the opportunities the exam(s) may 
offer you?

3. What do you NEED to know to help you prepare for the exam(s)?

4. What STEPS can you take to prepare?



• Make sure students know WHAT 
exactly comes in their exam.

• Teach them STRATEGIES to do 
those exam tasks successfully.

• REVISE those strategies 
regularly.

PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION







• Don’t just TEST skills 

and strategies.

• DEVELOP them.

PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION









PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION

• Skills and strategies aren’t much 
use if students do not have the 
level of language required for 
the exam.

• So, let’s not forget the 
importance of teaching and 
practising grammar and 
vocabulary.



PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION

Make sure students know the 
EVALUATION CRITERIA for each 
exam/exam section.



1. Do you lose marks for incorrect answers? What happens if you leave answers blank?

2. What happens if you write too many/don’t write enough words in an essay?

3. Are there any ‘tricks’ that can get me a higher mark?

4. Can you answer questions out of order?

5. Can you use correction fluid?

6. Can/do you have to use a pencil?

7. Can I drink sparkling water during the exam??

8. Am I evaluated on my opinions?

9. Am I evaluated on my ideas or content?

Etc…

Knowing about evaluation and other practicalities





PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION

• Remember that most higher level English 
exams are not just about English. 

• Students usually need to have something 
intelligent, relevant and interesting to 
say/write, and be able to justify their 
answers and opinions.

• So, encourage and develop Thinking Skills.





• INVOLVE students!

• Encourage active revision, 
study and practise.

• Get students to prepare 
exam practice for other 
students.

PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION



• prepare speaking questions for other students.

• prepare comprehension tasks.

• correct other students’ work.

• prepare grammar and vocabulary exercises and 
tests for other students.

STUDENTS CAN…
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Why get students to predict and prepare exam questions?

∙ The students are totally involved in reading their notes/the text because 
they must understand them well to be able to write the questions. 

∙ The students are practising their English by actually writing the 
questions themselves. 

∙ The students can exchange tasks and answer their partners’ questions, 
thus getting even more practice. 

∙ The students are learning how exam questions work and how 
examiners write them – they get inside the exam.

∙ All in all, you’re making great use of your, and their, time.



1.  go/goes/is going/are going

2.  must/has to/must have/had to

3.  as/and so/so as to/although

4.  so/such/too/enough

5.  looked after/took after/took up/came up

6.  journey/trip/travel/voyage



1. Josh go/goes/is going/are going to school by bus 
today because he hasn’t got his bike.

2. He must/has to/must have/had to studied all night 
because he looks really tired this morning.



PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION

• Make sure students 
understand that mistakes are 
not only normal. 

• They’re helpful!

• FAIL = First Attempt In 
Learning!
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• Don’t set more work than you can realistically correct.

• With work, like essays, balance ‘perfect’ correction with ‘realistic’ correction.

• Share answer keys for self-correction.

• Go over exam corrections in class before showing the students their 
corrected exam. And make sure students make a note of the most important 
mistakes.

• Do the same exam again a week later. It can encourage students to pay 
more attention to correction, and show the progress they are making. 

• Particularly with external exams, balance positivity with honesty.

CORRECTION TIPS 



MISTAKES CHECKLIST

MISTAKE CORRECTION EXPLANATION



MISTAKES CHECKLIST

MISTAKE CORRECTION EXPLANATION

People has many 
problems today.

People HAVE many 
problems today.

People = PLURAL (one 
person, two people)



PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION

• Make the most of the limited time you have.

• Use a flipped classroom approach to 

maximise practice in the classroom.

• Combine exam practice with game-like 

activities to increase motivation.



Keeping fast-finishers active

NOW YOU SEE IT!
NOW YOU DON’T!







Keeping fast-finishers active

WORD FORMATION 
NOUGHTS AND CROSSES!
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Keeping fast-finishers active

TEST THE TEACHER!



Vocabulary B1+ Unit 5
1. School and university subjects

architecture   art   biology   business studies   chemistry   citizenship   computing   
design and technology   drama   engineering   English   geography   history   law   
literature   marketing   maths   media studies   medicine   music   philosophy   
physical education (PE)   physics   politics and international relations   psychology

2. Nouns connected with school and studying

assessment   assignment   coursework   essay   excursion   extra-curricular activities   
field trip   mark/grade   research   term   timetable      

3. Verbs and phrases connected with school and studying

catch up   fail an exam    fall behind   hand in   make an effort   make progress   pass 
an exam   pay attention    resit an exam   skip a lesson

4. Noun suffixes -er, -or, -ist, -ian,-ee

director   economist   electrician   employee   employer   instructor   journalist   
librarian      manager   photographer   physician   physicist   politician   professor   
psychologist   researcher   scientist   technician   trainee   trainer   translator

5. Other words and phrases 



PERFECT EXAM PREPARATION

• Exams are an important and stressful 
part of teenagers’ lives. So we need 
to prepare students for exams as well 
and as sensitively as we can.

• At the same time, we should also be 
aware of ‘exam tunnel vision’. 

• Our ultimate goal should be to help 
produce well-rounded learners of 
English, ready to face ‘a life of tests’, 
but also ‘the tests of life’!



Keeping fast-finishers active

FAILING EXAMS…
BUT WITH STYLE!





















Thank you!

Follow me at facebook.com/teachwithdave 



DOWNLOAD CERTIFICATEEXTRA MATERIALS

The link to download certificate of 
attendance will be sent next week in 
the same email. Check your mail boxes 
next week.

Next week you will receive 
an email with access to 
a special post-webinar 
package, including: 

EXTRA MATERIALS

• Teacher Exam Tips,

• a recording of the session 
and a presentation 

• a link to your personalised  
certificate of attendance.

• a handout with different    
activities to try and test with 
your students,

• a podcast with Dave Spencer 
and Anna Hasper, 



REGISTER  for the upcoming session

macmillanenglish.com/teach-with-dave-masterclass

Learning for life
The keys to preparing teens 
for life in and outside the 
classroom

16th June, 2 p.m. UK time



Teach with Dave & NILE 
(the Norwich Institute for Language 

Education)

To learn the details check your 
mailbox and follow us at 

• a day of practical sessions with Dave 
Spencer and experts from NILE

• a goodie bag 
• a certificate from NILE and Macmillan 

Education

facebook.com/macmillaneducation

SPECIAL EVENT


