
Learning, Teaching and 
Writing from Experience

• English Language Assistant in Spain 

• PGCE to teach Spanish and French in UK Secondary Schools 

• Began teaching ELT full-time in Madrid, Spain in a Private Language School

• DELTA in Spain 

• Director of Studies at an important language school in Madrid for eight years

• Teacher Trainer on CELTA courses and COTE courses 

• Coursebook writer for Secondary school education since 1994

• Secondary teacher at a school near Madrid from 1999 to the present (part-time)

• Given over 250 talks in 28 different countries, also visiting classrooms and speaking 
to teachers and students in those countries

My 35 years (plus) of experience

ARISTOTLE?? SOCRATES?? 

‘The more you know, 

the more you realise you don’t know.’

DAVID DEUTSCH, PHYSICIST

‘We can understand things better. 

We can never understand things fully.’

• Is teaching an ‘art’ or a ‘science’?

• Is it a question of personality or technique?

What do YOU think?

Personal relationships are key. 
Which doesn’t necessarily mean becoming the students’ friends, 
but having a caring relationship, listening to them, helping them, 
responding to them.

But that’s clearly not enough if you don’t know the fundamentals 
of the language you’re teaching, and have some idea of 
educational theories concerned with language learning and 
teaching.



According to teenage students, 
what are the characteristics of 

the ‘perfect teacher’?

Can you guess the Top 10 traits/adjectives, 
as voted for by teens?

And are they looking for ‘art’ or ‘science’?

‘The 25 Traits that make a perfect Secondary School Teacher’
The Times Educational Supplement

Georgia Ziebart, 21st July 2017

So…What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

• You never stop learning. 

• Which is what makes teaching (and writing) 
frustrating, but also challenging and exciting.

• The most important thing is whether you ‘care’.

What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

• Celebrate little victories. 

- Students don’t learn English in a month. 

- Teachers don’t change the world in a month. 

- But each small step in the right direction is a victory. 

What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

• Be firm, be fair, be clear! You’re the adult in the room, so you should 
be in charge even when you let the students take charge.

• Explain or elicit WHY you’re doing what you’re doing, to show that 
you know and to improve motivation, so that students ‘buy in’. 

• That’s as relevant for ‘fun’ activities (e.g. games or songs) as for ‘not-
so-fun’ activities (e.g. gap-fill or sentence transformation.)

What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

WRITING BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS: THE IMPORTANCE OF CLARITY

• Design 



What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

WRITING BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS: THE IMPORTANCE OF CLARITY

• Design 

• Language Reference sections at the end of each unit

• Logical staging of grammar

• Clear scaffolding of writing and speaking

• Clarity of exam preparation 



What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

• Aim high. When you ask teens for little, that’s just what 
they’ll give you.

• Try not to talk down to teenagers. 

WRITING FOR TEENAGERS: Aim high

• The right level of challenge.

• Stimulating, real-world topics.

• BUT… always remember INCLUSION.

What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

Flipped Classroom Videos
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An Extra Task for Fast Finishers



What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

• Balancing teaching the group and teaching the individual 

- Find time (a few seconds even) to speak individually to students

- Avoid collective punishment whenever possible

- Try to get the ‘influencers’ on your side

- Praise ALL students when they do something positive

- Vary activities, styles so there’s something for everyone

- Use collaborative activities, projects

• Have a stock of language ‘games’ up your sleeve. 

- for fast-finishers

- for Monday mornings

- for Wednesday afternoons

- for days when concentration is lagging

- for the last days of term

- for when it starts snowing…

What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

TEST THE TEACHER!

• ENGAGE students

Always keep them active, whether individual, pair, group or whole class. 

The students should be the protagonists.



Last, but DEFINITELY not least…

• Never, never, ever lose your sense of humour.

Thank you!
www.facebook.com/

teachwithdave


