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My 35 years (plus) of experience

TEACH WITH DAVE & NILE

* English Language Assistant in Spain
* PGCE to teach Spanish and French in UK Secondary Schools
* Began teaching ELT full-time in Madrid, Spain in a Private Language School
Lea rning, and * DELTAin Spain

from Experience 3 « Director of Studies at an important language school in Madrid for eight years
¢ Teacher Trainer on CELTA courses and COTE courses

* Coursebook writer for Secondary school education since 1994

* Secondary teacher at a school near Madrid from 1999 to the present (part-time)

e NILE

* Given over 250 talks in 28 different countries, also visiting classrooms and speaking
PART OF THEINTO GROUP to teachers and students in those countries
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ARISTOTLE?? SOCRATES?? DAVID DEUTSCH, PHYSICIST

‘The more you know,
the more you realise you don’t know.”

‘We can understand things better.
We can never understand things fully.”
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Personal relationships are key.

Which doesn’t necessarily mean becoming the students’ friends,
but having a caring relationship, listening to them, helping them,
responding to them.

* Is teaching an ‘art’ or a ‘science’?

« Is it a question of personality or technique?

But that’s clearly not enough if you don’t know the fundamentals
of the Ianguaﬁe you're teaching, and have some idea of
educational theories concerned with language learning and
teaching.

What do YOU think?
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1. Funny 16. Approachable

According to teenage students,

2. Fair 11. Respectful 17. Organised
what are the characteristics of 3. Understanding 18, Kind
. '? 12. Good speaker .
the ‘perfect teacher’? « Hebruespertive )
3 Ipf PP 13. Trustworthy 19. Rewarding
5. Good listener 20. Friendly

14. Confident
Can you guess the Top 10 traits/adjectives,
as voted for by teens?

6. Inspiring 15 Reloble 21. Gives chances
. Reli

7. Knowledgeable 22. Accepting

8. Patient

23. Calm
And are they looking for ‘art’ or ‘science’?

9. Passionate 24. Good at explaining

20: Ry 25. Adaptable
‘The 25 Traits that make a perfect Secondary School Teacher’
The Times Educational Supplement
Georgia Ziebart, 21st July 2017
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What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

So...What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

¢ Celebrate little victories.

* You never stop learning. - Students don’t learn English in a month.

- Teachers don’t change the world in a month.
* Which is what makes teaching (and writing)

: ' “ - But each small step in the right direction is a victory.
frustrating, but also challenging and exciting.

* The most important thing is whether you ‘care’.
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What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

WRITING BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS: THE IMPORTANCE OF CLARITY
* Be firm, be fair, be clear! You’re the adult in the room, so you should

be in charge even when you let the students take charge. .
* Explain or elicit WHY you’re doing what you're doing, to show that Design

you know and to improve motivation, so that students ‘buy in’.

* That’s as relevant for ‘fun’ activities (e.g. games or songs) as for ‘not-
so-fun’ activities (e.g. gap-fill or sentence transformation.)
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4 Read the text and choose the correct alternatives.

Then answer the questions in the text.
Onomatopoeia

Right now, | (a) sit/am sitting in my attic. While |
(b) write/am writing this, | can hear a dog. What
sound (c) does it make/is it making? The sound
that all dogs (d) make/are making, of course!
Woof, woof. Wait! (e) Do dogs go/Are dogs
going woof In your language?

"Woof" is an onomatopoeic word — a word that
(F) sounds/is sounding like the sound it refers
to. Look at some other onomatopoeic words in
English. What (g) do you think/are you thinking
(h) makes/is making these sounds? Are the
sounds the same in your language?

atishoo beep beep buzz cock-a-doodle-doo
dingdong fzz screech splash tick-tock

What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

Culture exchange

WRITING BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS: THE IMPORTANCE OF CLARITY

* Design
* Language Reference sections at the end of each unit
* Logical staging of grammar

* Clear scaffolding of writing and speaking
* Clarity of exam preparation
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What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

WRITING FOR TEENAGERS: Aim high
* Aim high. When you ask teens for little, that’s just what

they’ll give you. * The right level of challenge.

* Try not to talk down to teenagers. « Stimulating, real-world topics.

e BUT... always remember INCLUSION.

INCLUSION IN THE CLASSROOM
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Diversity and inclusion Mixed-language-level classes

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

Flipped Classroom Videos
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An Extra Task for Fast Finishers

Reach higher > page 137
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Reading (page 45)
= Answer the questions with information from the
text on page 45. Use your own words.
Why is eating meat bad for the planet?
T ——— A How can people like Professor Mark J Post help to
= e § solve this problem?

~

w

Y A What are the benefits of becoming flexitarian?

s
2 Wit do i Bt on
iy s e e

2 Bttt and chuckyour prdesins. ? e o . 4 What different things has the UK government done
et ot s o : t hildren's eating habits?
» @i it A o improve young children's eating habits

ondts oot o
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in'a group, but the best teams have a balance between everybody,
ven including the quieter members of the tearm.

Useful language
Thats a good idea. But what doyou think, (Sara)?,Lets sten to
(Oscar), Who hasait spoken, s (Olgats) turn to speak.

What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

Do you think the food that teenagers ke i similar

in different countries o not? What could explain the
similarities or differences?

{

% Think about .

Intercultural awareness ‘

Dightal skils

* Balancing teaching the group and teaching the individual

Z oloid aAueJoqe|]6:)

- Find time (a few seconds even) to speak individually to students

- Avoid collective punishment whenever possible

- Try to get the ‘influencers’ on your side

- Praise ALL students when they do something positive
- Vary activities, styles so there’s something for everyone
- Use collaborative activities, projects

o crsnchs e hed Whsy.
oy sk oo .
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What have I learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

—m

TEST THE TEACHER!

—

* Have a stock of language ‘games’ up your sleeve.
- for fast-finishers

- for Monday mornings

- for Wednesday afternoons

- for days when concentration is lagging
- for the last days of term
- for when it starts snowing...
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Vocabulary B1+ Unit 5

1. School and university subjects
What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

architecture art biology business studies chemistry citizenship computing
design and technology drama engineering English geography history law
literature marketing maths media studies medicine music philosophy

physical education (PE) physics politics and international relations ~psychology

* ENGAGE students

2. Nouns connected with school and studying
i c K essay excursion extra-curricular activities Always keep them active, whether individual, pair, group or whole class.
field trip mark/grade research term timetable
3. Verbs and phrases connected with school and studying The students should be the protagonists.
catch up fail an exam fall behind hand in make an effort make progress pass
an exam pay attention resit an exam skip a lesson
4. Noun suffixes -er, -or, -ist, -ian,-ee
director economist electrician employee employer instructor journalist
librarian manager photographer physician physicist politician professor
psychologist researcher scientist technician trainee trainer translator
5. Other words and phrases
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What have | learnt from my 35 years of teaching experience?

Last, but DEFINITELY not least...
* Never, never, ever lose your sense of humour.
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