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After studying languages at Oxford University, David Spencer 

trained to be a Secondary School teacher. He then moved 

to Spain where he has been living and teaching ever since. 

He continues to teach teenage students every day in a school 

near Madrid. Dave began writing courses for Macmillan 

in 1994. His brand new series for teenagers is a multi-level 

course designed to prepare teenage students for exams and

life after school. Dave has given talks to teachers in twenty-

eight countries. You can follow him on Facebook 

at facebook.com/teachwithdave.

DAVID SPENCER



POST-WEBINAR PACK

A RECORDING of the session 
and THE PRESENTATION

A PODCAST with Dave 
Spencer and Anna 
Hasper

A HANDOUT with different    
activities to try and test with 
your students

COMING NEXT WEEK



A PERSONALISED CERTIFICATE
The link to the certificate and all the post-webinar 
assets will be sent next week in an email. Please 
check your mail boxes next week. 

COMING NEXT WEEK



RECENT SHIFTS IN THE EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS OF TEENAGERS



Some teenagers may feel school doesn’t 
prepare them for life after school

What we learn at school 
is a waste of time! 

It has nothing to do with 
life after school!



The Independent, UK: 
Dave Maclean, 4th July 2017; Aftab Ali, Tuesday 7 June 2016

Some universities may feel school doesn’t 
prepare teenagers for life there 



 
 

Some businesses may feel school doesn’t 
prepare teenagers for the world of work



Many experts believe a traditional approach to education is no 
longer valid in today’s rapidly changing and uncertain world

‘PROGRESSIVE’

VERSUS

‘TRADITIONAL’

Questioning Memorising facts

Understanding principles Retaining knowledge

Active participant Empty receptacle 

Deep Learning Surface Learning



There is generalised concern about the present and 
future state of the world in general

Source: https://phys.org/news/2021-01-earth-future-outlook-worse-scientists.html



SOME RECENT REACTIONS TO 
THESE NEW EDUCATIONAL NEEDS



 
 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
(PSHE) Education

This subject is taught in UK schools to focus on issues 
‘central to young people’s well-being’

European Commission for Education –
Key Competences

These key competences aim to strengthen ‘knowledge, 
skills, and attitudes that will help learners find personal 
fulfilment and, later in life, find work and take part in 
society’ 



The Collaborative for Academic, Social, 
and Emotional Learning (CASEL) 

Committed to ‘advancing equity and excellence in 
education through social and emotional learning.’ 

Edutopia

Concentrating on ‘project-based learning, social and 
emotional learning, comprehensive assessment, 
teacher development, integrated studies, and 
technology integration’.



Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA)

Adding a Creative Thinking test to its Maths, Reading and 
Science tests in 2022: ‘we are sending a clear message 
that all students should learn how to think autonomously, 
believe in their creative potential, and express their ideas 
with confidence and openness to feedback.’



Harvard Graduate School of Education –
Project Zero

Promoting Visible Thinking Routines: ‘At the core of Visible 
Thinking are practices that help make thinking visible: 
Thinking Routines loosely guide learners' thought processes 
and encourage active processing.’



UNESCO Global Citizenship Education

Global Citizenship Education ‘aims to empower learners of all 
ages to assume active roles, both locally and globally, in 
building more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive and secure 
societies. GCED is based on the three domains of learning –
cognitive, socio-emotional and behavioural.’



The United Nations 2030 Agenda

This focuses on 17 Sustainable Development Goals and states 
‘Education is a human right and a force for sustainable 
development and peace. Every goal in the 2030 Agenda requires 
education to empower people with the knowledge, skills and values 
to live in dignity, build their lives and contribute to their societies.’



Source: https://sdgs.un.org/goals



HOW ARE THESE IDEAS FILTERING 
INTO THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH 

TO TEENAGERS?

1) Life Skills / 21st Century Skills / Global Skills / Soft Skills / Transferable Skills

2) Thinking Skills / Critical Thinking / Creative Thinking

3) Social and Emotional Learning / Capabilities and Character

4) Global Citizenship / Sustainability



IN BROAD TERMS, HOW CAN WE 
INCORPORATE THESE THINGS 

INTO OUR LESSONS?

Amongst other things, we can…

• include interesting reading and listening texts which explore these 
different areas and inform our students

• use these topics as a springboard for meaningful speaking and 
writing tasks

• encourage critical and creative thinking, particularly around these 
topics

• encourage respect and collaboration in the classroom

• serve as role models of respect, patience, tenacity…



LEARNING FOR LIFE

Life Skills 

21st Century Skills

Global Skills

Soft Skills

Transferable Skills







• Healthy eating

• Ethical shopping

• Time management

• Communication skills

• Intelligent use of social media

• Spending and saving money

• Building self-confidence

• The importance of hobbies

• Public speaking

• Friendship and loneliness

• Physical exercise and its benefits

EXAMPLE LIFE SKILLS AREAS TO 
EXPLORE WITH TEENS



LEARNING FOR LIFE

Thinking Skills



 
 

Teacher, you opened my eyes to 
the world and showed me how to 
question things and think critically…



 
 

I was happy until I met you!!











LEARNING FOR LIFE

Social 

and 

Emotional 

Learning

(SEL)



Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) in a nutshell

Being able to understand and manage your emotions can help you to 
express how you feel and what you want or need more effectively.

This in turn can help you to understand and manage other people and their 
emotions.

Once you can understand other people’s feelings and behaviour, you can 
interact with them more effectively.













LEARNING FOR LIFE

Global Citizenship

and 

Sustainability



 
 

 
 

New buzzwords!

UPCYCLING

FLEXITARIANISM

PLOGGING









YES, THAT’S ALL VERY INTERESTING, 
BUT…







 
 

‘I’m an English teacher. 

I shouldn’t be teaching Life Skills…

I should be teaching grammar, vocabulary, 
reading, writing and other ‘stuff’! 

And, anyway, I don’t have time because I have 
to prepare my students for exams too!!’

Image by Capri23auto from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/capri23auto-1767157/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2682133
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2682133


‘Children nowadays just 

love the easy life. They’re 

bad mannered, show 

contempt for authority, 

and disrespect for their 

elders. They answer back 

to their parents and they 

drive their teachers mad.’



‘Children nowadays just 

love the easy life. They’re 

bad mannered, show 

contempt for authority, 

and disrespect for their 

elders. They answer back 

to their parents and they 

drive their teachers mad.’





NEGATIVE
STEREOTYPES

POSITIVE QUALITIES WE CAN 

SEE EVERYDAY IN THE CLASSROOM

Bad-mannered 

Contemptuous

Disrespectful

Frivolous

DESCRIBING TEENAGERS



JOHN LYDON (AKA JOHNNY ROTTEN)



JOHN LYDON (AKA JOHNNY ROTTEN)

‘Listen, you know this.

If there’s not rebellious youth 

culture, there’s no culture at all.

It’s absolutely essential.

It IS the future.

This is what we’re supposed to 

do as a species, is advance ideas.’



KAILASH SATYARTHI 
(NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER)

‘The power of youth 

is the common wealth for the 

entire world. The faces of young 

people are the faces of our past, 

our present and our future. No 

segment in the society can 

match with the power, idealism, 

enthusiasm and courage of 

the young people.’



DIOGENES (circa 412 – 323 BCE) 

‘The foundation of every 

state is the education of 

its youth.’



Various sources and further reading:

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/

https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/school/key-competences-and-basic-
skills_en

https://casel.org

https://www.edutopia.org/social-emotional-learning

http://pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking

https://www.legofoundation.com/media/1657/creating-creators_andreas-
schleicher-assessor.pdf

https://en.unesco.org/themes/gced/definition

https://sdgs.un.org/#goal_section

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/
https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/school/key-competences-and-basic-skills_en
https://casel.org/
https://www.edutopia.org/social-emotional-learning
http://pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking
https://www.legofoundation.com/media/1657/creating-creators_andreas-schleicher-assessor.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/themes/gced/definition
https://sdgs.un.org/#goal_section


Thank you!

Follow me at 
facebook.com/teachwithdave



POST-WEBINAR PACK

A RECORDING of the session 
and THE PRESENTATION

A PODCAST with Dave 
Spencer and Anna 
Hasper

COMING NEXT WEEK

A HANDOUT with 
different activities to try 
and test with your 
students



A PERSONALISED CERTIFICATE
The link to the certificate and all the post-webinar 
assets will be sent next week in an email. Please 
check your mail boxes next week. 

COMING NEXT WEEK



The details of the even will be sent 
to your mailbox.

• a day of practical sessions with Dave Spencer 

and the experts from NILE

• a goodie bag with CPD materials

• a certificate from NILE and Macmillan 

Education

Teach with Dave & NILE

an exclusive Teacher Professional 

Development Day

COMING SOON



Follow Dave Spencer at 
facebook.com/teachwithdave

Follow Macmillan Education at 
facebook.com/macmillaneducation


