
1 1.01  Listen, read and find

1 Life in the desert
In this unit you will
●	 learn and give information about deserts
●	 use there is and there are
●	 make a poster about your favourite 

desert animal
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The Sahara is a big desert in Africa. 
There is a lot of sand, and there are 

many sand hills called sand dunes (1). 
It is very hot in the day but cold  

at night.

There is very little water in the desert, 
but you can find water at an oasis (2). 
Plants and trees, like the palm tree (3),

 grow near the oasis. People called 
Bedouins (4) live in tents (5) 

at the oasis.

There are interesting animals in the 
desert. The camel (6) can travel for 

days with no food or water. The 
fennec fox (7) has got very big ears. 

The Dorcas gazelle (8) rests in the day 
when it is hot.

Be careful! There are also snakes and 
spiders. The desert can be dangerous!

THE SAHARA
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Lost in the Sahara
2 1.03  Look, listen and read

1 Story

Emma and her brother, Adam, are on holiday with their parents. They are 
visiting a small town in the Sahara. Emma and Adam are exploring the 
town. Their parents are resting at the hotel. 

As Emma and Adam get close, 
the animal runs away. The 
children follow, but they are 
soon lost. They are thirsty, but 
they do not have any water. 
They see a local girl.  
She is a Bedouin, and she is in 
the desert with her goats.
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Adam and Emma see a small animal. They want to look at it. 

OK, but it can be dangerous in 
the desert. We mustn’t get lost!

This is a nice town, 
but it’s very hot. Well, we are in the 

desert. Let’s explore!

Wow! Look at that 
high sand dune. 

Let’s run to the top.

I’m the winner. 
Come on!

Hey! It’s difficult to 
run in the sand.

Look at that 
strange animal 
with big ears.

Yes, it’s like a 
small dog. Let’s 

have a look!

Excuse me! Can you help us? 
We’re lost and thirsty, and 

we want to get back to town. 
I’m Emma and this is Adam.

Yes, sure. My name is 
Yasmine. I live at an oasis 

near here. Shall we go there 
and have some water?



7

1Unit

1110

98

76

As they walk to the oasis, Yasmine tells Emma and Adam 
about the fennec fox and more desert animals.

Emma and Adam are drinking water in the tent. They are 
also asking questions about Yasmine’s life in the desert.

The three friends arrive at the oasis.

Of course I go to school. I live 
with my grandparents in the 
town when there is school.

It’s a small mammal 
called the fennec 

fox. Its big ears keep 
it cool. It lives in  

the sand, and it eats 
insects like beetles 

and ants, and 
reptiles like lizards.

What’s that strange 
animal with big ears?

Are there many 
animals in the desert?

Yes, there are. Look, there is a vulture  
on that tree. Vultures are birds that eat  
dead animals. There are also ostriches.  
An ostrich is a big bird that can’t fly.

I live here with my 
parents. The oasis 
gives us water. We

keep goats and 
camels.

Is that your 
job or do you 
go to school?

Father, these are 
my friends, Emma 
and Adam. They’re 

thirsty and lost.

Hello! Welcome  
to our home. 

Come in and drink 
some water.

Why do you 
live in a tent?

It keeps us cool 
during the hot 
days and warm 

during the  
cold nights.

It’s late now, 
Yasmine. Emma 

and Adam need to 
get back to town. 

Go by camel.

The camel is our main 
form of transport. 
It stores food in its 

hump so it can make 
long journeys!

Are we going 
to ride on a 

camel? Wow!
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Emma and Adam are back in the town. They say goodbye to 
Yasmine and thank her for their desert adventure.

Story1
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I can’t get on 
the camel. It’s 

too big!

Don’t jump! 
Wait until the 
camel kneels 

down.

I don’t want to go 
back to town. It’s 
fun here. I want to 

learn more.

Don’t worry, 
Emma. We can 
talk about the 

desert as we ride.

It is late. Emma and Adam are travelling to the town. 
The children see another desert animal. 
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Look, there’s a Dorcas gazelle. It’s 
nocturnal. It rests during the day 

when it’s hot, and we only see it at 
night and early in the morning.

15

Are there any dangerous 
animals in the desert?

Yes, there are. There are big spiders, 
and there’s a snake called the sand 
viper. This is a poisonous reptile.

Thanks, 
Yasmine.

Yes, thank you. 
The desert is a 
special place.

You’re welcome. 
Come back and 

visit us at the oasis 
with your parents.
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Unit 1

1 What happens when Emma and Adam go back to the hotel? What do their parents say? 
Talk to a classmate.

2 Draw and write your end to the story.

Super Tour 1Super Tour 1

3 1.04  Read, find and listen

1 Are there dangerous animals in the 
 desert?

2 What’s a sand viper?

3 What kind of animal is a beetle?

4 Is the Dorcas gazelle nocturnal? 

5 What do vultures eat?

a Yes, it is. It rests during the day when 
 it’s hot.

b It’s an insect.

c Yes, there are. Sand vipers are poisonous.

d They eat dead animals.

e It’s a kind of snake.

4 Tell the story in groups
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5 1.05  Say the chant

Story1

6 Play a guessing game

7 What is your favourite desert animal? Speak

In the desert, there are
Animals of different kinds.
Mammals and birds,
Insects and reptiles.

In the desert, there are 
Animals of different kinds.
Camels and vultures,
Beetles and sand vipers.

In the desert, there are
Animals moving around
In the bright, hot sun. 

In the desert, there are
Animals coming out 
In the dark, cold night.

What is your favourite 
desert animal?

My favourite desert animal is 
the ostrich because I like birds.

It stores food in  
its hump. What 

animal is it? It’s a camel.
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1 1.07  Read and listen

What is a desert?
Deserts are large areas of sand, rock or ice. Deserts cover 33 per cent of the Earth’s surface.  
They are very dry, and there is not much rain or snow. There are three different types of desert:  
hot, cold and polar.

1  Hot desert 2  Cold desert 3  Polar desert

Terrain: sand and sand dunes
Temperature: up to 50°C in 
the day and 0°C at night; hot 
all year round
Rain: 25 cm a year
Animals: fennec foxes, 
camels, snakes
Plants: palm trees, cacti

Terrain: sand and rocks
Temperature: 26°C in the day 
and 0°C at night; very cold in 
winter
Rain: 25 cm a year; snow in 
winter
Animals: lizards, scorpions, 
antelopes
Plants: small trees, cacti

Terrain: ice and snow dunes
Temperature: 10°C in 
summer and -40°C in winter
Snow: 25 cm a year
Animals: polar bears
Plants: no trees and not 
many plants

Example
•The Sahara, North Africa

Example
•The Atacama, South America

Example
•The Arctic, the North Pole

2 Speak and complete the fact sheet

1

1 Use the information in the three fact files above and write three short texts 
about hot, cold and polar deserts. Use complete sentences.

2 Use the information included on your fact sheet and talk to a classmate 
about one of the types of desert.

Super Tour 2Super Tour 2

About life in the desert

What’s the terrain 
of the Gobi desert?

The terrain of the Gobi 
desert is sand and rocks.
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1

2 Read and answer

There is an oasis. 
There are some sand dunes. 
There aren’t fennec foxes.
Is there a road to the town?

Language 
stop

1 Read and find three differences in the picture

Linda Good morning, everyone. 
Welcome to our hot-air balloon 
safari. My name’s Linda, and I’m 
your safari guide. There are three 
hot-air balloons on safari today. 
Now we are in the air we can see 
the beauty of the desert. There are 
some sand dunes, and there is an 
oasis over there. You can see a  
boat on the water. And there is a 
small town at the oasis, too.

Tourist 1 Is there a road to the 
town?

Linda No, there isn’t. People travel 
to the town by jeep or by camel. 
Look, there are some camels. 
They’re going to the town.

Tourist 2 Are there fennec foxes 
here? I’d like to see a fennec fox.

Linda No, there aren’t fennec foxes, 
but there are lots of Dorcas gazelles. 
Can you see them at the oasis?

Super Tour 3Super Tour 3

1 Look at the story on pages 6–8 and 
write more examples of sentences with 
there is and there are.

2 Think about a place you know and write 
about it using there is and there are.

1 Look at the words in blue.
What verb do we use with there?

2 Is the subject of the sentence before 
or after the verb?

3 Look at the subjects. When do we use 
is and when do we use are 

after there?

4 We use there is
 and there are to say that things exist. 
How do we say that things don’t exist?  
What does Linda say about the road?

5 How do we ask if something exists? Can you
find examples of a question in the text?

6 Is the word order different 
in questions?
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1
1 Read and find

1 Make a mind map with the word Desert in the middle. Write the headings: Plants, Hibernation, 
Camouflage, Nomads and use the information on this page. Can you add any more information?

2 Present your work to the class or to a classmate.

Super Tour 4Super Tour 4

People live in the desert, too. People called Bushmen 
live in the Kalahari in southern Africa. Bushmen are 
nomads. They move from place to place in the desert 
to find food. Bushmen don’t often drink water … they 
get it from the plants that they eat.

4

The chameleon is a strange lizard that changes 
colour! When it is on a plant, the chameleon is green, 
and when it is on the sand, the chameleon is yellow. 
The chameleon is sometimes difficult to see. This is 
called camouflage.

3The cactus is a plant, and it is very normal in deserts 
in the United States of America and Mexico. This plant 
usually has very sharp spikes. The spikes protect the 
cactus from desert animals that eat plants, such as 
the desert rabbit. Some kinds of cactus only need 
water every two years.

1

2 Some animals in the desert need protection from the 
sun … and the cold. The desert tortoise is nocturnal 
– it sleeps all day to escape the sun. It also sleeps all 
winter when it is cold. This is called hibernation.

d

2 1.10 Read and listen

c

b

Do you know that ...?

a



1 1.11  Read

How the camel got his hump
It is the beginning of time, and everything  
in the world is new. Horse, Dog and Ox work 
for Man, but Camel does not want to work. 
Camel is lazy. He wants to eat and sleep in 
the desert, and say ‘Hump’. The animals  
are angry.

Animals Camel, can you help us? The world
 is new and there is a lot of work to do!
Camel Hump!

Horse, Dog and Ox are very angry with 
Camel. At that moment, Djinn, the master of 
the desert, appears.

Animals Djinn, Camel doesn’t want to work. 
 He just says ‘Hump’.
Djinn Let me talk to him.

Djinn flies into the desert. Camel is eating 
and drinking by an oasis. Djinn sits down 
next to Camel.

Djinn Horse, Dog and Ox work very hard
 for Man. Why do you not want to 
 help?
Camel Hump!
Djinn Don’t say ‘Hump’ again. I want you 
 to work.
Camel Hump!

Camel feels something strange on his back.  
He turns around and sees a big hump!

Djinn Now you can work for Man. There
 is food in your hump.

Now Camel has a hump on his back. He always 
works very hard for Man, and he does not need 
food for many days.

1

2 Read and answer – true or false?

1 Ox, Horse and Dog work for Djinn.
2 Camel does not want to work for Man.
3 Djinn finds Camel by an oasis.
4 Man tells Camel to work for Djinn.
5 Camels have food in their humps.
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