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They made history
Vocabulary 1

 Verbs of discovery and invention
1 Order the letters to make verbs of 

discovery and invention. Then write the 
letters in the grey boxes below to make 
out the secret message.
rraiev  a r r i v e
1. edisvroc  
2. rvatle  
3. ilsa  
4. ditcenrou  
5. orsnartpt  
6. ndla  
7. lltceoc  
8. orscs  
9. nienvt  

10.  xoerlep  

H a g !

2 Complete the headlines with the correct 
form of some of the verbs in exercise 1.

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

3 Circle the correct words.
In 2009, Jan Koum  invents  / discovers 
WhatsApp®. 
1. 1492 – Christopher Columbus crosses / sails 

across the Atlantic Ocean and  discovers / 
arrives America by chance.

2. 1886 – Thomas Stevens explores / travels 
around the world on his bicycle.

3. In the 15th century, European explorers 
travel / arrive in America and try to conquer 
the aborigines there.

4. 1919 – The first passenger plane takes off 
from London and lands / explores in Paris.

4 Complete with some of the verbs in 
exercises 1 and 3.
1. My cousins usually  a lot. Last 

week they were in Australia and now they’re  
in Japan.

2. It was late and my bus didn’t   
until 10 pm.

3. Before I go to university, I want to travel and 
 new places.

4. I wouldn’t like to  around the 
world in a small boat. It’s really dangerous!

5. Flight BA785 is  at Heathrow at 
7.50 am. Get ready to see Peter again!

6. We are  money for charity. We are 
going to donate it to the local church.

7. Scientists  new bacteria every 
week.

Unit

2

2012 – For the first time in the history of 
mankind, a space laboratory  
Martian soil and takes pictures.

1999 – Swiss climbers  
fossils for DNA tests.

1969 – Apolo 11 is the first rocket to
 on the moon. 

1580 – Francis Drake is the first 
Englishman to  around 
the world. 

1492 – Christopher Columbus   travels  
with a group of sailors to the East Indies.
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Grammar 1
 Past simple: be and regular verbs

1 Circle the correct words.

2 Look at the picture and correct the 
sentences.

It was four o’clock.
It wasn’t four o’clock. It was half past 
four.
1. It was a hot day.
 
2. Alex was with four friends.
 
3. Naomi and her sister were outside the 

restaurant.
 
4. There were six people inside the restaurant.
 
5. A cat was inside the restaurant.
 

3 Complete with was or were. Then match 
the questions 1–5 with some of the 
answers a–g.
1.  your parents pleased
 when you arrived home late? c
2.  Brad Pitt on TV last 

Wednesday?              
3. Who  worried about the
 history test? 
4. Why  you tired yesterday? 
5. Where  you and your
 friends last Saturday afternoon? 

a. We all were.
b. We were at the local football stadium.
c. No, they weren’t.
d. Yes, we were very tired.
e. Because I played five football matches.
f. No, he wasn’t.
g. Because my sister was very tired.

4 Complete the questions with the correct 
form of be. Then answer about you in your 
folder.
1. Where  you yesterday afternoon?
2. Who  with you?
3. What time  you and your family  

in bed yesterday?
4.  your best friend in your house 

yesterday evening?

5 Complete the sentences with the past 
form of some of the verbs below.
walk • start • travel • watch • discover • play • 
explore • rain • cry • stay • invent • love

1. My best friend  to England last 
month. Now he is studying English there.

2. When I was a little girl, I  drinking 
chocolate milk. Now I prefer tea.

3. Neil Armstrong  on the moon in 
July 1969.

4. When I saw Titanic, I  a lot. It’s a 
very sad film.

5. An American secretary  the 
correction fluid. She became rich a few years 
later.

6. It  really hard yesterday and we 
all  at home.

The explorer Marco Polo was / were 
from Venice, Italy. His father and 
uncle (1) was / were also travellers. 
They all arrived in China when 
Marco (2) was / were 21 years old. 
Marco (3) was / were very popular 
with the emperor of China, so he 
(4) was / were the governor of 
Yangzhou for three years. Many 
people (5) was / were jealous of 
the Polos because they (6) was / 

were rich and Marco Polo, his father and uncle 
(7) was / were worried. They wanted to return home 
but the emperor (8) was / were unhappy. He wanted 
them to stay.
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2

   UPGRADE

 Write the questions to complete the 
interview with Robert MacDonald, a 
scientist.
Reporter (1) ?
Robert   I was born in Glasgow, Scotland,  

 in 1962.
Reporter (2) ?
Robert   My first expedition? It was in 1990.
Reporter (3) ?
Robert   My team and I travelled to the   

 Himalayas. 
Reporter (4) ?
Robert   We wanted to find human fossils.
Reporter (5) ?
Robert   No, it wasn’t very successful
   because we didn’t discover 

 anything important.

6 Look at the headlines from yesterday’s 
newspaper and write sentences in the 
past simple.

 SCIENTISTS DISCOVER NEW PLANET
Scientists discovered a new planet.
1. YOUNG SAILOR ARRIVES HOME AFTER 300 

DAYS AT SEA
  
2. 90-YEAR-OLD WOMAN WALKS 20 KM TO 

FIND HER DOG
  
3. 700 MILLION PEOPLE WATCH MANCHESTER 

UNITED LAST MATCH
  
4. NEW CRUISER SAILS INTO BARCELONA 

CARRYING 1,269 PASSENGERS
   

7 Look at the pictures of Martha and complete 
the text with the affirmative or negative 
past simple form of the verbs below.
rain • be (x2) • shout • stay • arrive • cook • 
watch • want • study

8 Order the words to make questions and 
answer them.
1. to / Marco Polo / sail / did / America ?
  
  
2. you / did / watch / what / yesterday / TV 

programme ?
  
   
3. at / arrive / time / school / morning / what / 

you / this / did ?
  
  
4. did / sail / on / fast / explorers / ships / 15th 

century / the / in ?
  
   

Tuesday

Monday

Wednesday

Monday

Martha (1)  late for school on Monday. 
The teacher (2)  happy; he was really 
angry but he (3)  at her. On Tuesday, 
Martha (4)  for a maths exam all day. 
She (5)  TV or play computer games. 
On Wednesday, Martha’s cousin (6)  from 
Holland. He (7)  to go for a walk and buy 
souvenirs. In the evening, it (8)  a lot, so 
they (9)  at home to take photos of the 
family. At about seven, Martha (10)  some 
traditional food. It was delicious!
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Vocabulary 2
 Natural disasters

1 Find seven natural disasters in the 
wordsquare  ( ). 

F A E R F J A C K I

E N A C I R R U H M

A E R A R A D B A O

R C N M E I R N I F

T I O E S Y F J L F

H N I Y R T H O S D

Q A T U Y R O R T E

U C P K V D Y S O I

A L U M S E R Y R G

K O R Y T D N I M H

E V E O D A N R O T

2 Circle the correct words.
1. … are strong and dangerous winds that move 

in a circle. You can find them in the USA but 
never in Antarctica!

 a. Tornados b. Tsunamis c. Hailstorms
2. In 1666, the Great … of London destroyed 

many buildings and houses. It started in a 
bakery, at night, and a lot of people escaped 
from the flames on their boats.

 a. Fire b. Earthquake c. Flood
3. In 1906, there was a(n) … in San Francisco. 

The ground moved for more than ten seconds.
 a. tsunami b. hurricane c. earthquake
4. Mount Vesuvius erupted in 79 AD. This … was 

catastrophic.
 a. volcanic  b. tornado c. hailstorm 

 eruption
5. There was a … in New Orleans in 2006. The 

strong winds coming from the sea destroyed 
the city and there were terrible floods.

 a. tornado b. hurricane c. fire

3 Complete the news reports with some of 
the words below.
earthquake • fire • floods • hailstorm • hurricane • 
tornado • tsunami • volcanic eruption

1. People are talking about the great 
 in south California. Jane 

McKlusky explained to the press, ‘I was in the 
kitchen and the floor moved! I was scared.’

2. Experts are worried about the  
in Japan. The enormous waves arrived at 
the capital city and destroyed everything! The 
people are now in churches and schools and 
the government are giving them food and water.

3. A report is coming from the National Weather 
Centre about the  which is now 
crossing Florida. It is very windy and rainy 
there at the moment and the people are 
installing plywood shutters in their homes.

4. In Mexico, the rain continues. There are 
 all over the country and many 

people are sleeping in shelters. Unfortunately, 
the water level is rising.

5. A new report from the National Weather 
Centre informs us that a  is now 
affecting the centre of Madrid. The ice stones 
are really big and are causing chaos!

6. The  in the forest in Greece 
is destroying most of the trees and killing 
wildlife there. Apparently, it started with 
a cigarette! The emergency services are 
working in the area.
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2
Grammar 2

 Past simple: irregular verbs
1 Complete with the past simple form of the 

verbs in brackets.
1. The ancient Greeks  (eat) flat 

bread with garlic.
2. This morning, I  (leave) home at 

7.30 am.
3. I  (do) a lot of homework 

yesterday afternoon.
4. My friends and I  (see) a very 

good film last Saturday.
5. The first European explorers  

(come) to America in the 15th century and 
 (find) tomatoes and cocoa beans.

6. My parents  (go) to the cinema 
last weekend.

7. My family  (have) a continental 
breakfast at the hotel last Saturday.

8. An important designer  (make) 
the dress for my last birthday party.

9. I played video games for two hours and then 
 (take) a short break.

2 Correct the sentences using the 
information in brackets.
JK Rowling wrote Romeo and Juliet. (the Harry 
Potter saga)
JK Rowling didn’t write ‘Romeo and      
Juliet’. She wrote the ‘Harry Potter’ saga.
1. The Spanish explorers found Mayan 

synagogues. (temples)
 
 
2. The ancient Greeks ate a lot of pizza. (fish)
 
 
3. The Vikings drank fizzy drinks. (special beer)
 
 
4. Marco Polo took books to the old continent. 

(spices)
 
 
5. Ed Sheeran grew up in Switzerland. (England) 

 

3 Complete the text with the past simple 
form of the verbs below.
take • go • begin • hear • get • leave • find • have

Yesterday was not a very good day for my sister 

Jessica. She (1)  home early to go to 

work as usual but she missed the 8.10 bus. So 

she (2)  the train instead. She was 

sitting comfortably when she (3)   

somebody call her name. It was Tyler, her 

ex-boyfriend. He sat next to her and (4)  

to talk and didn’t stop. Twenty minutes later, 

when the train (5)  to the station, 

Jessica stood up and got off without saying 

goodbye. That was not a nice experience!

In the afternoon, she (6)  an enormous 

cockroach on her desk. It was horrible. At about 

4 pm, she (7)  a terrible headache and 

decided to return home. When she arrived home, 

she (8)  straight to bed without 

having dinner.

4 Order the words to make questions.
1. where / explorers / did / the / buildings / old / 

find / ?
 
2. did / Romans / ancient / eat / what / the / 

drink / and ?
 
3. Spanish / explorers / did / make / ships / 

their / wood / with ?
 
4. Columbus / men / have / did / his / and / 

exciting / America / to / trip / an ?
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   UPGRADE

 Read the text and circle the correct 
answers.

  A B C
 1. was were had
 2. did travel travelled was travel
 3. was were be
 4. begin began begun
 5. discover discovered did discover
 6. are was were
 7. they opened they open open they
 8. didn’t wasn’t not
 9. didn’t wasn’t not
 10. they did did they do they
 11. There was There were There is

Dictation
8 05  Listen and write in your folder.

5 Match the beginnings 1–8 with the 
endings a–h to make a story. 
1. My friend Paula had ... d  
2. She took ...  
3. On the bus, Paula saw ...  
4. She stood up and went ...  
5. But when she got to the seat, ...  
6. Paula returned to her seat and ...  
7. She went to that seat and ...  
8. He had ...  

a. something bright on one of the seats.
b. then saw the bright object again.
c. a laser pointer in his hand!
d. a funny experience yesterday.
e. the object disappeared.
f. to that seat to pick up the object.
g. the bus to school as usual.
h. finally saw her friend Tom.

Listening
6 04  Listen to three news reports. 

Tick (✓) the natural disasters that are 
mentioned.
hurricane  tornado  fire  
flood  tsunami  earthquake  

7 Listen again and complete the table with 
information about each report.

What 
was the 
disaster?

In which 
year did it 
happen?

What did it 
destroy?

How many
people did 
it kill?

Report 1 Report 2 Report 3

When he (1) ... 17, the English archaeologist 
Howard Carter (2) ... to Egypt to find out 
more about ancient Egypt. Lord Carnarvon, 
a rich Englishman, (3) ... also interested 
in ancient Egypt and in 1907, Carter (4) ... 
to work for him. On 4th November 1922, 
Carter’s team (5) ... a door. They (6) ... all very 
excited. Did (7) ... the door? No, they (8) ... 
open the door because Lord Carnarvon (9) ... 
there. Three weeks later, he arrived in Egypt 
with his daughter. What (10) ... find when 
they opened the door? (11) ... a room full of 
objects. It was Tutankhamen’s tomb.
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2

3 Correct the wrong information.
1. Amundsen was born in the USA.
 
2. The Antarctic expedition was Amundsen’s first 

experience in the south.
 
3. The Norwegian explorer travelled alone on his 

ship Fram.
 
4. There is proof that some English sailors 

arrived in the North Pole before Amundsen.
 
5. Amundsen died in a hospital in Norway.
 

2 Read the text again and answer.
1. Who was Amundsen?
 
2. Why was the Belgian Antarctic Expedition not 

a real success?
 
3. What did Amundsen take on his ship Fram?
 
4. Were the dogs useful? Why?
 
5. Was Amundsen a brave man? Justify your 

answer.
  

Reading
1 Read the text and find:

a. four geographical names.
b. three dates.
c. names of ships and airships.

Roald Amundsen was a 
Norwegian explorer. He was 
born on 16th July 1872. He 
explored the polar regions.

In 1897, Amundsen was 
a member of the Belgian 
Antarctic Expedition, the first 
expedition to winter in the 
white continent. They travelled 
on a boat called The Belgica but 
they didn’t take a lot of food 
and drinks, so the men had 
some serious problems. They 
hunted animals and fished for 
food. This was an important 
lesson for Amundsen.

In 1910, the explorer travelled 
to Antarctica on his ship called 
Fram. This time he had good 
equipment, warm clothes and 
enough food and drinks. The 
expedition arrived in January 
1911 and camped in the Bay of 
Whales. The base was called 
Framheim. But Amundsen 
did not stay in their base. They 
explored the area using sledges 
and dogs for transportation.

Finally, in December 1911, five 
men and sixteen dogs arrived 
at the South Pole. They left 
a tent and a letter there and 
returned to Framheim.

Amundsen’s explorations 
did not stop. In 1926, he flew 
across the Arctic on an airship 
called Norge. Experts have no 
concrete evidence of previous 
arrivals at this area, so 
Amundsen was probably also 
the first to reach the 
North Pole.

This Norwegian man 
disappeared on 
18th June 1928, 
when he tried to 
rescue the men 
on the airship 
Italia that 
crashed 
returning 
from the 
North Pole.

CENTURY
EXPLORER20
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Writing
 A biography

1 Complete the table with the time expressions below.
Monday • 2001 •  six o’clock • August • May 1997 •  
17th January 1848 •  3.30 pm •  3rd June

2 Complete the biography with on, at and in.

3 Write a biography. Follow these steps:
 Look at the information below about Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Write the information in the 

correct place on the mind map. Then look back at the text about Florence Nightingale in exercise 2. 
Number the information about Mozart in the order it appears in the text.

 

 Use your notes and the model in exercise 2 to write Mozart’s  
biography. Make sure you use the correct time prepositions 
and linkers. Read your writing carefully and correct any mistakes.

 Check your work and write your final copy. 

where livedjob

achievements

when and 
where died

when and  
where born

Wolfgang  
Amadeus Mozart

I think one of the most interesting people in history was Florence 
Nightingale. She started the first nursing school in London.

She was born (1)  12th May 1820. (2)  1844, she decided to become a nurse.
(3)  October 1853, the Crimean War started. Florence travelled across Europe to the Barrack 
Hospital to help the wounded soldiers. There were thousands of patients in the hospital. But the hospital was dirty, 
full of rats and the soldiers didn’t have beds. Florence and the other nurses cleaned the hospital and helped the 
soldiers. Everybody thought she was great. She died (4)  12.00 pm (5)  13th August 1910.

I like Florence Nightingale because she wanted better hospitals and training for nurses.

Nina

Salzburg, Austria, 27th January 1756

1.00 am, 5th December, 1791, Austria a 
classical composer and musician as a child, 
lived in Salzburg, later in Vienna a brilliant 
composer, spoke  fteen languages 1762–1773 
travelled to many European cities composed 
more than 600 operas, concertos and 
symphonies

on at in
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42

1 Order the letters to make words. Then 
complete the sentences with the words.
a. lias d. uceindrot g. evarir
b. coisdrev e. sorcs h. velart
c. tropsnrat f. rexepol

1. What did the Spanish explorers  
when they arrived in America?

2. Amundsen’s expedition was the first to 
 Antarctica on sledges.

3. What time did the Alitalia plane  
in Naples?

4. You need special equipment to  
the jungle.

5. Ancient civilizations used wooden objects 
with wheels to  food.

6. You must take your passport when you 
 abroad.

7. Who was the first man to  across 
the Atlantic Ocean?

8. Who were the first explorers to  
non-native species in Europe?

2 Write some of the natural disasters below 
for each definition.
earthquake • fire • flood • hurricane • tornado • 
tsunami • volcanic eruption • hailstorm
1. : a lot of water covering an area
2. : very strong winds usually 

coming from the sea
3. : a storm in which ice stones fall
4. : strong wind that goes quickly 

round in a circle
5. : flames and heat from something 

that is burning out of control
6. : very big wave or waves that an 

earthquake can cause

3 Circle the correct words.
1. Ferdinand Magellan wasn’t / weren’t from Italy.
2. I wasn’t / weren’t at school yesterday. I was ill.
3. My friends and I wasn’t / weren’t at the 

cinema yesterday.

Unit check 4. We were / was in class at nine o’clock.

4 Order the words to make questions.
1. on / evening / where / you / were / Saturday ?
 
2. continent / did / Spanish / discover / what / 

explorers ?
 
3. did / you / your / best / when / visit / friend ?
 
4. did / live / Robin Hood / where ?
 

5 Match the beginnings 1–5 with the 
endings a–e.
1. I was in the park when I saw ... 
2. My mum made ... 
3. Thomas Brown ... 
4. We didn’t ... 
5. My brother had ... 

a. found a wallet on his way to school yesterday.
b. a beautiful brown dog.
c. take the bus to school this morning.
d. coffee and toast for breakfast yesterday.
e. three big pizzas for my last birthday.

6 Tick (✓) the correct answers.
1. Who was at home with you yesterday 

evening?
 a. My family weren’t at home. 
 b. My sister was. 
 c. I was at home yesterday evening. 
2. What did you eat in the morning?
 a. I ate some biscuits. 
 b. Some coffee in the morning. 
 c. No, I didn’t. 
3. Did you take the bus to school yesterday?
 a. No, he didn’t. 
 b. Yes, I did, as usual. 
 c. Yes, I was. 
4. Where did your friend fall?
 a. He fell in the park. 
 b. He feels tired at school. 
 c. He always falls in the gym class. 
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introduce / explore / discover / create / 
become / invent / study / analyze

USEFUL LANGUAGE:

  Let’s discuss!
1 Read and answer.

1. What can users do with this digital tool?
2. Is there a defined leader for the content?

  Let’s analyze!
2 Look at the wiki and analyze its elements. 

Then answer the questions.

  Let’s do it!
 STEP 1

In groups, select an era of changes in history.

STEP 2
Decide with your group who is going to be 
responsible for each part of the wiki.

STEP 3
Find information and photos for your part of 
the wiki. Add them to the wiki.

1. What is this wiki about?
2. Why did fashion change in Britain in the 1960s?

3. Who did young people want to look like?
4. What became popular with men?

STEP 4
When the group wiki is finished, invite your 
teacher(s) and other groups to view it.

Main page
Contents
Help
Contact
Tools

Create a book
Download as 
PDF
Printable 
version

Languages
English
Español
Français
Italiano

Search

The 1960s was a time of big social and political change 
in Britain and the USA. Fashion changed a lot too.

 
 
 

 

File  Edit  History  View  Navigate  Tools  Hotlist  Help Wiki home > Search > EDIT > SAVE > PRINT

Important fashions in the 1960s:
• The bikini became popular in 1963.
• Mary Quant invented the mini-skirt in 1964.
                   • In the 1960s, there was a famous band called 
                      the Beatles. They had longer hair and they 
                      wore suits with thin ties. Young people 
                      wanted to look like them!
                   • In the late 1960s many people became 
                      hippies. Men and women had long hair.
                      They wore flared trousers.
•                 •  Women first wore mini-skirts in the 1960s.
          They are still popular today.
                   • Long hair became popular with men.

A wiki is a website on which users collaboratively modify content and structure from a web browser. The text is written with simplified language. Unlike the blog, the wiki has no defined leader.
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