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Dave Tucker

Dave Tucker has been working in ELT for 24 years: as a teacher with a
particular focus on young learners, as a teacher trainer on young learner
development courses and also as Director of Studies at International House
Coimbra in Portugal, where he worked for 17 years. He now teaches at
International House Santa Clara, also in Portugal, and has written a variety
of materials for Macmillan. He has worked on several of Macmillan's

primary titles, including Take Shape Teacher’s Edition and Grammar Goals.

‘ We are all different. We are all intelligent in different ways. The more time you
spend with your learners, the more you will notice their particular talents, interests
and abilities. Think of a group of learners you know well. Is there a child who shows
particular ability with numbers? One who is physically well co-ordinated? Are there any
who show a particular talent with music, or who have a gift for communication?
According to Howard Gardner, a professor of cognition and education at Harvard
University, all of these learners exhibit one (or more) of a set of ‘multiple intelligences’. ,

What are Multiple Intelligences?

The theory of Multiple Intelligences was developed by Howard Gardner at Harvard University
in the 1980s. It aims to explain the different strengths and abilities seen in groups of people.

In his original theory, Gardner named seven types of intelligence and has since added another
three. These types of intelligence show the different skills and competences we have and also
how they influence the way we approach new information and skills. Everyone possesses all
the intelligences, but in each of us some are more highly developed than others. We can use
activities in the classroom to work on our strengths and weaknesses and to give our pupils the
stimulus to learn and produce language.

Let’s look at a table showing what Gardner identified as the key intelligences on page 2.
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Table ofl Gardner’s key intelligences

Intelligence People with this intelligence ...

; . like to experiment and investigate. They like to solve
Logical-Mathematical ' ! xper Investig y li v

problems and puzzles, and work with numbers.

recognise dimensions, distances and details in wide
spaces and small spaces. They are good at creating visual
pictures to help them memorise information and can
understand maps, graphs and tables.

Visual-Spatial

A\

Linguistic spoken language. They are confident at learning languages

and having language as a goal.

] are good with words and are sensitive to written and

Bodily-Kinaesthetic use their whole body or parts of their body to solve
problems or make products.

. show skill in the appreciation, composition and
Musical .
performance of music.

) are able to understand the intentions, desires and

Interpersonal _—

motivations of other people.

are able to understand themselves well and can relate
Intrapersonal , . .

another person’s experiences to their own.
Naturalistic

creatures.

$1=14 LTS TS
AN N AN -

) have a talent for caring for and interacting with living

Spiritual intelligence and existential intelligence were also added to the list by Gardner. These
two intelligences are concerned with the larger questions of life, death, the human condition
and the supernatural.

Teacher Activity:

t’est yourself by covering the left-hand column and seeing if you can identify the intelligence!
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Multiple Intelligences in English World

Throughout English World you will find topics, "
exercises and activities that are designed to remmarin converation

1 @ Listen and read.

stimulate the full range of intelligences. Good moring, madam. Can |l you?
Qes Can I see that red mobile phnn:t?)

f Of course. Here you are.

Logical-Mathematical intelligence o
It costs £100.

Oh! That's very expensive.
The blue one is cheaper.
\ Really? How much is it?

Excellent! Here’s £50.

Throughout English World there are a
variety of quizzes and puzzles that appeal to
pupils with logical-mathematical intelligence
as well as topic-based CLIL lessons on Maths
and Science.

2 (@ Listen and say.
2.

Pupil’s Book 3, Unit 5

\.

Pupil’s Book 6, Unit 2

v Do you remember ¢
" Class composition Andys visit to Iceland?
4 \Andys vk o ‘_J

land
s o st oot @)

o
@ Saving other people
. _ - Reading @

v’ S ual s p at’ al T;eggreat race of mercy I
intelligence

‘This s the true story of how twenty mushers
‘and one hundred and fifty dogs saved the
lives of 10,000 people in the winter of 1925.
Iceland has many geothermal power stations How a geothermal power station warks

Geothermal power in houses Nome is a small town in the north of Alaska.
In January 1925 some children in the town
became ill and died. The doctor realised it

was a terrible disease. It could quickly infect I

English World makes
constant use of posters,
diagrams, maps and

pictures to encourage
——— \ f husky dogs and mushe ay. The fi et N January i
1 Look at the diagrams and photos. Read the questions and make notes. I t B I ety teams o husky dogs and mushersra as 2 relay. Th ft <am left Nenara on 27 January i a
1 What do you know about the rocks under Iceland? Look at the diagram. Write notes. earners to use visuals T T e e a7 2 e e camen o

A MRS AN A relay continued for four days and nights through thick snow and ie. The newspapers and radio
3 Look at the diogram and read the labels. How does the power station work? Write notes. carried the story. They called it The Great Race of Mercy. Everyone wanted the dogs to succeed.

4 Look at the icture. How do peopl use geothermal energy n their homes? Wit notes. to support meaning.

2 Write four paragraphs about renewable energy in Iceland.

€D unit2 Witing:information and explanation of @ process PUpil'S Book 5’ Unit 12
— T

(4

and Kill everybody in the tovn. Immediately,
e sent for medicine. A plane was ready to fiy
the medicine more than 1,000 km to Nome
but the weather was too cold and it could not
take off. Only a dog-sledge could take the,
‘medicine but everyone asked, “Can the dogs
reach Nome in time?”

On 31 January the medicine arrived at the coast. The quickest route to Nome was actoss the bay. It was
a vast expanse of frozen sea more than 50 km actoss. Henry Ivanoff set off with his team but almost at
once they ran into a reindeer and got tangled up. Just then Leonard Seppala arrived from the north.
He was the most famous and fastest musher. “T have the medicine!” Ivanoff shouted. Seppala took the
‘medicine and tumed back towards the north into a raging blizzard.

@ Read this acrostic poem.

b' Moving forwards,
Old and angry, @ Unit 12 Reading: a true life story
Class composition Nose twitching
4 S
Do you remember? -
You read an crosc poem about Odsseus on page 67. Smoke rising.

Terrifying!
Everyone,
Run!

The
Ther
Al the firstlette

1 (@ Read this acrostic poem.

(. . )
Linguistic intelligence

Look carefully at t
Notice the words i
—

English World gives pupils every opportunity
to use words in both controlled activities
and activities designed for fluency practice,
from word searches, crosswords, anagrams,
“unscrambling and gap-filling, as well as
controlled sentence writing and poetry.

Lines are n
Some lines
Some lines

2 Write an acrostic poem ak
< G

nMYOHE~NNW
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1 Read about the game of kittles.
Pioneer hildren ployed sitles.

e R
Bodily-Kinaesthetic intelligence U S O

Of course children want and need to move around. That's
why English World ensures a variety of techniques and

activities to both activate and calm them.
",
5

the paper. 6 _ the paper.

\.

Grammar in conversation u

Pupil’s Book 3, Unit 4

1 @ Listen and read. @
8 the white 9 the game.
’ - paper into a ball.
é Pupil’s Book 3, Unit 1
o ] )
\ ‘ Musical intelligence
Oh oh! We're late for Maths!

2 @usenanasos " English World contains a variety of songs, rhymes and chants, which are

3 Now you! . .

4 @ tstnand v a dynamic way to build vocabulary. Words and structures are often more
easily remembered when put to music and rhythm. Music-based activities
motivate children to experience and practise the natural rhythms and
stresses of English. )

and read. 3 Talk about the story. Interpersonal intelligence

What's the time?
- Half past eiglft.
Oh, no! I'm late, I'm late!

At every opportunity English World
encourages pupils to put themselves

SO SRS, . in somebody else’s shoes, to infer
KVSCT /box — Part il .
meaning and often to relate these

Listening

I ‘Where's my book?
Where's my pen?
~ Oh, no! I'm late again.

conclusions to a moral framework.
Many of the reading texts and
discussion questions encourage
the pupils to think and behave in
appropriate ways and make them
aware of the environment around
them.

Project 5: The job that I would like

Wite about a job that you would like to do.
Look at the pictures. Think about a job. Read the notes, Wite four paragraphs.

Pupil’s Book 5, Unit 3

-
Intrapersonal intelligence =i 3
As with interpersonal learners, in English World pupils are TSN e
encouraged to give their own opinions and to relate another oo s ot e o e S o oyt don
person’s experience to their own through activities and discussion | oo
questions. DI .

or
Write about a famous person who did this job in the past.
Why s th person famous?
5 llustrate your writing.
Pupi |'s Book 5, Pro ject 5 Find pictures o drov icures o people coing tis ob. Wit coptios.

@ rocas
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(0
Naturalistic intelligence

'@ Forest plants and trees

Reading @
Plants in medicine

Cures from around the world

Many of the topics in English World
encourage an interest in animals
and the natural world. Pupils with
a naturalistic intelligence will
respond well to stimulating lessons
such as Pupil’s Book 6, the ‘Plants in
medicine’ CLIL lesson on page 102.
The material takes the pupils into
different subject areas, expanding
their vocabulary and prepares them
for studying other school subjects in
English.

Engage

English World provides
lots of topics to engage and
interest children across a wide
range of intelligences.

Children need time
to make sense of the language.
The opportunity to use different

intelligences to do this by moving,
reflecting, reasoning and sharing
are ways English World helps
this happen.

Multiple
Intelligences
in English World

Produce

English World stimulates
the children to use English in ways
that appeal to them by communicating on
an interpersonal level, e.g. documenting a
nature project. These all draw on different
intelligences which enable the children
to produce language.
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Classroom-based task

A three-part task for teachers:

'8 Know yourself! Recognising your own strengths and preferences can help you provide
balance in the way you teach.

Take a test to assess your own levels of the different intelligences. There are many tests
available online. Simply type ‘Multiple Intelligence test’ into your browser and choose
one you like.

Include activities that promote and develop a balance of all the intelligences in

your classes. This is almost impossible in one lesson, but over a period of a month
(approximately one unit), working with the varied material that English World
provides, you can work on approaches in the classroom that stimulate your pupils in
many ways. This will allow them to engage, process and produce language in different
ways.

Use the description of intelligences in the section table on page 2 as a checklist, and
put a tick next to each one every time you recognise that you are helping exploit or
encouraging it.

Know your pupils! Observing your pupils and their reaction to different approaches is
important in understanding what works best for individuals, small groups and the class
as a whole.

A learning/teaching journal is an excellent way to reflect on this and to start to see
patterns. After each day of teaching with one particular group, write a reflection of
the day’s lesson(s), focusing on how the group, individual pupils and also you reacted
to the different approaches.
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Teacher observation and reflection notes

Start up a journal for a one-month trial period. Write regular entries and review them against the
previous entries. At the end of your one-month period of experimentation and reflection, complete
these notes for yourself.

R

I have included in my classes activities which draw upon all the following intelligences:
Logical-Mathematical Y /N

Linguistic Y /

Visual-Spatial Y /

Interpersonal Y /

Intrapersonal Y /

Naturalistic Y /

Bodily-Kinaesthetic Y /

Musical Y /

My learners as a group responded particularly well to activities which exploited these
types of intelligence:

As a teacher | particularly enjoy activities which exploit these types of intelligence:

I am still less confident about planning activities which exploit these types of
intelligence:
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Action points

Your action points for this area grow out of your answers in the previous section:

Continue to plan activities using intelligences that the individual/group responds well to.

Find ways to incorporate activities which use a variety of intelligences with those that you find
more difficult to engage with.

Continue to include activities to which you respond particularly well — your enthusiasm will help
the children develop this area of intelligence, too.

Share your journal with an interested colleague/trainer/manager. If you have good interpersonal
intelligence, sharing will help you understand and learn better!

Open English World at a unit and identify the different opportunities the children have to exploit
and develop different intelligences. Each time consider whether they are being encouraged to
engage, process or produce.
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