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	Word
	Act/
Page
	Phonetic Spelling
	Part Of Speech
	Med Star Rating
	Definition
	Sample Sentence
	Translation
	Exercises

	absence
	3/55
	/ˈæbsəns/
	noun [count or uncount]
	3
	a period of time when someone is not where they should be, or where they usually are
	You have been missed during your absence.
	
	1–10) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

absence / alarmed / ambition / angelic / assisted / besiege / betray / blest / blow / bold

1) The young choir produced a quite ____________ sound.

2) She returned to work today after an ____________ of three months.

3) ____________ are they who do good work.

4) I can’t help but admire her for being so ____________ .

5) Do you have any particular ____________ for the future?

6) Soldiers were ordered to ____________ the city.

7) He received a nasty ____________ to the chest.

8) What are you looking so ____________ about?

9) I would like to thank all those who ____________ me.

10) ‘I thought you loved me. How could you ____________ me like this?’

	alarmed
	1/14
	/əˈlɑːmd/
	adjective
	
	frightened or worried that something unpleasant or dangerous might happen
	She looked up, alarmed, when she heard a knock at the door.
	
	

	ambition
	A Note About This Play p8
	/æmˈbɪʃn/
	noun [count]
	2
	the feeling of wanting to become successful, rich, etc.
	My ambition is to become a full-time writer.
	
	

	angelic
	1/29
	/ænˈʤelɪk/
	adjective
	
	an angelic voice is very beautiful, like the voice of an angel
	The choirboys have angelic voices.
	
	

	assisted

to assist someone
	1/14
	/əˈsɪstɪd/
	verb
	3
	to help someone or something
	The director was ably assisted by his team.
	
	

	besiege
	5/85
	/bɪˈsiːʤ/
	verb
	
	to surround a place with an army to prevent the people there from getting food as a way of controlling it
	Their plan is to besiege the town until the residents surrender.
	
	

	betray
	2/33
	/bɪˈtreɪ/
	verb
	2
	to show something or give a sign of something
	Security lights will betray the presence of any intruders.
	
	

	blest

to bless someone
	1/15
	/blest/
	verb
	
	if God blesses someone or something, he helps and protects them
	We feel truly blest to have such a good master.
	
	

	blow
	1/13
	/bləʊ/
	noun [count]
	2
	a hard hit from someone’s hand or an object
	She was killed by a blow to the head.
	
	

	bold
	1/24
	/bəʊld/
	adjective
	2
	confident and not afraid of people
	You must try to be bold and assertive.
	
	

	cauldron
	4/62
	/ˈkɔːldrən/
	noun [count]
	
	a large round metal pot, usually used for cooking over a fire
	A cauldron was bubbling on the fire.
	
	11–20) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

cauldron / cheer / confessed 

/ coronation / coward / crop 

/ crown / curse / dagger 

/ damned

1) The ____________ took place in Westminster Abbey.
2) He took a ____________ from his belt and stabbed the man.

3)  What ____________is growing in this field?

4) Witches stood around the ____________ chanting spells.

5) I ____________ you Queen of Spain.

6) We ____________ anyone who tries to oppose us.

7) Anne finally ____________ that it was she who was to blame.

8) Let’s hope that tomorrow brings us some ____________ .

9) They despised him as a ____________ .

10) She feared she would be ____________ for her sins.



	cheer
	A Note About This Play p10
	/ʧɪə/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	a feeling of happiness
	I hope this news will bring you some cheer.
	
	

	confessed

to confess something
	1/22
	/kənˈfest/
	verb
	2
	to admit that you have committed a crime or done something wrong
	She confessed that she had not been able to finish the work.


	
	

	coronation
	2/45
	/ˌkɒrəˈneɪʃn/
	noun [count]
	
	a ceremony at which someone officially becomes king or queen
	The coronation of Queen Elizabeth II took place in 1953.
	
	

	coward
	1/30
	/ˈkaʊəd/
	noun [count]
	
	someone who is not brave enough to fight or do something difficult or dangerous that they should do
	Don’t be such a coward!
	
	

	crop
	4/63
	/krɒp/
	noun [count]
	2
	a plant grown for food, often on a farm
	Barley and alfalfa are both types of crop.
	
	

	crown
	1/20
	/kraʊn/
	verb
	1
	to make someone a king or queen during a ceremony in which a crown is put on their head
	Who will crown the next King of England?
	
	

	curse
	2/45
	/kɜːs/
	verb
	1
	to say or think offensive or impolite words about someone or something
	I could curse that man – he’s been nothing but trouble.
	
	

	dagger
	1/30
	/ˈdægə/
	noun [count]
	
	a weapon like a very small sword
	A dagger was concealed inside her cloak.
	
	

	damned
	4/67
	/dæmd/
	adjective
	
	someone who is damned is sent to Hell
	Those who do not do as I command are damned.
	
	

	deed
	1/22
	/diːd/
	noun [count]
	2
	something that someone does
	He was respected by all who knew him for his brave deeds.
	
	21–30) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

deeds / desire / ditch

/ dreadful / drowned / duty

/ earl / executed / fate / feast

1) I promise to give you anything you ____________ .

2) The king made him ____________ of Essex.

3) One of the car’s wheels got stuck in the ____________ .

4) He was ____________ for treason.

5) I consider it my ____________ to help the poor.

6) These things just happen – I suppose it’s ____________.

7) She fell overboard and ____________ .

8) At the ____________ there were more than 200 people.

9) They were thanked for all their kind and generous ____________ .

10) What a ____________ thing to do!



	desire
	1/24
	/dɪˈzaɪə/
	verb
	2
	to want something
	Is there anything you desire?
	
	

	ditch
	3/54
	/dɪʧ/
	noun [count]
	
	a long narrow hole dug along the side of a road or field, usually so that water can run into it
	A horse fell into the ditch and injured its leg.
	
	

	dreadful
	A Note About This Play p8
	/ˈdredfl/
	adjective
	2
	very unpleasant
	Oh dear! That’s dreadful news.
	
	

	drowned

to drown
	1/15
	/draʊnd/
	verb
	2
	to sink under water and die
	Five people drowned during the floods.
	
	

	duty
	1/22
	/ˈdjuːti/
	noun [count]
	3
	a legal or moral obligation
	It is your duty to tell the truth.
	
	

	earl
	5/97
	/ɜːl/
	noun [count]
	
	a man with a very high social position in the UK
	The King made him an earl.
	
	

	executed

to execute someone
	A Note About This Play p7
	/ˈeksɪkjuːtɪd/
	verb
	2
	to kill someone as a punishment for a crime
	Those committing crimes against the government were executed.
	
	

	fate
	A Note About This Play p7
	/feɪt/
	noun [uncount]
	2
	the things that happen to someone, especially unpleasant things
	None of us knows what fate holds in store for us.
	
	

	feast
	1/29
	/fiːst/
	noun [count]
	
	a large meal for a lot of people, usually in order to celebrate something
	All the guests were invited to a grand feast.
	
	

	flatter
	A Note About This Play p7
	/ˈflætə/
	verb
	
	to praise someone in order to get something that you want, especially in a way that is not sincere
	I don’t trust people who flatter me!
	
	31–40) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

flatter / fled / flesh / foretell / foul / glory / gracious / grave / greedy / grief

1) He made a ____________ speech, thanking everyone for their support.

2) It’s impossible to ____________ how things will end.

3) Her ____________ was marked with a simple wooden cross.

4) You certainly know how to ____________ people!

5) What ____________ weather we’re having!

6) It took her a long time to get over her ____________ .

7) Some people crave ____________; others wealth.

8) The ____________ young boy ate the who cake on his own.
9) The defeated army turned and ____________.

10) It was a deep ____________ wound, and was bleeding a lot.



	fled

to flee
	3/61
	/fled/
	verb
	
	to escape from a dangerous situation or place very quickly
	At the sight of the king’s soldiers approaching, the villagers fled.
	
	

	flesh
	5/83
	/fleʃ/
	noun [uncount]
	2
	the soft part of people’s or animals’ bodies that consists mostly of muscle and fat
	Her flesh was pierced by the dagger.
	
	

	foretell
	A Note About This Play p9
	/fɔːˈtel/
	verb
	
	to say what will happen in the future
	Who can foretell what will happen?
	
	

	foul
	1/13
	/faʊl/
	adjective
	1
	evil, very bad or unpleasant
	A foul smell was coming from the river.
	
	

	glory
	1/27
	/ˈglɔːri/
	noun [uncount]
	2
	admiration and praise that you get because you have done something impressive
	Winning this trophy would bring you fame and glory.
	
	

	gracious
	1/14
	/ˈgreɪʃəs/
	adjective
	
	showing kindness and good manners
	Her mother was a gracious, gentle woman.
	
	

	grave
	3/50
	/greɪv/
	noun [count]
	1
	the place where a dead body is buried in a deep hole in the ground
	They walked past the graves of those killed in battle.
	
	

	greedy
	4/73
	/ˈgriːdi/
	adjective
	1
	wanting more money, things or power than you need
	He’s a greedy, bullying man.
	
	

	grief
	1/30
	/griːf/
	noun [uncount]
	2
	a strong feeling of sadness, usually because someone has died
	She was overcome with grief at the loss of her mother.
	
	

	grieve
	4/66
	/griːv/
	verb
	
	to upset someone
	It does grieve me to see you so upset.
	
	41–50) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

grieve / hail / hare / haunt

/ heath / heir / homeward / hostess / hounds / influenced

1) It will ____________ her to learn of his death.

2) What a charming ____________! We’ve had a lovely evening.

3) After hunting in the forest, the hunters headed ____________ .

4) She was her father’s only ____________ .

5) A fox was being chased by a pack of ____________ .

6) Beethoven’s music ____________ many later composers.

7) The ____________ had its leg caught in a trap.

8) ‘____________ to the Emperor!’  they cried.

9) We feared that if we killed them, they would ____________ us.

10) A group of walkers got lost on the ____________ .



	hail
	1/16
	/heɪl/
	verb
	1
	to say publicly how good or important someone or something is
	Hail the king and queen!
	
	

	hare
	1/14
	/heə/
	noun [count]
	
	an animal similar to a rabbit but with a bigger body and longer ears and legs, that can run very fast
	A hare darted across the field and out of sight.
	
	

	haunt
	4/65
	/hɔːnt/
	verb
	1
	if a place is haunted by the spirit of a dead person, some people believe that the spirit appears there
	I thought it was the spirit of my dead brother, come to haunt me.
	
	

	heath
	1/13
	/hiːθ/
	noun [count]
	
	a wide area of wild land where only rough grass and bushes grow
	A small group of men and women had gathered on the heath.
	
	

	heir
	1/22
	/eə/
	noun [count]
	2
	someone who will receive money, property or a title when another person dies
	He was heir to a large fortune.
	
	

	homeward
	1/15
	/ˈhəʊmwəd/
	adverb
	
	in the direction of home
	They turned and headed homeward.
	
	

	hostess
	1/28
	/ˈhəʊstɪs/
	noun [count]
	
	a woman who invites someone to  a meal or party, or to stay for a short time in her home
	She’s an excellent hostess.
	
	

	hound
	5/92
	/haʊnd/
	noun [count]
	
	a dog
	It’s an evil-looking hound!
	
	

	influenced

to influence someone
	A Note About The Author p6
	/ˈɪnfluənst/
	verb
	3
	to affect the way that someone thinks or behaves, or to affect the way that something happens
	What writers and poets have influenced you?
	
	

	jaw
	4/62
	/ʤɔː/
	noun [count]
	2
	the part of your mouth where your teeth grow
	The cat had a mouse in its jaw.
	
	51–60) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

jaw / lustful / manuscript / mischief / mourn / nobly

/ overthrow / parliament / plead / praise

1) Do not ____________ with me, for it will do you no good.

2) ____________ meets in the House of Lords. 

3) The king’s courtiers had a reputation for being drunken and ____________ .

4) After the accident, he had an operation to mend a broken ____________ .

5) Years after her death, we still ____________ her.

6) The new president fears there may be a plot to ____________ him.

7) He’s always causing ____________ .

8) She ____________ congratulated her opponent on her victory.

9) Please do not ____________ me for what I have done; anyone would have done the same.

10) The original ____________ is kept in the library.



	lustful
	4/73
	/ˈlʌstfl/
	adjective
	
	full of passionate feeling
	He’s a lustful old man, who thinks only of his own needs.


	
	

	manuscript
	A Note About The Author p6
	/ˈmænjʊˌskrɪpt/
	noun [count]
	1
	A writer’s original pages of a book, article or document before it is published
	Archaeologists discovered an ancient manuscript buried inside the cave.
	
	

	mischief
	2/33
	/ˈmɪsʧɪf/
	noun [uncount]
	
	trouble or disagreement that someone deliberately causes
	She’s always up to mischief of some kind or another.
	
	

	mourn
	5/95
	/mɔːn/
	verb
	
	to feel extremely sad because someone has died, and to express this publicly
	People lined the streets to mourn their leader.
	
	

	nobly
	1/22
	/ˈnəʊbli/
	adverb
	
	in an honest and brave way
	He nobly refused to take the credit for the victory.
	
	

	overthrow
	4/73
	/ˌəʊvəˈθrəʊ/
	verb
	1
	to force a leader or government out of their position of power
	Did the plot to overthrow the king succeed?
	
	

	parliament
	A Note About This Play p7
	/ˈpɑːləmənt/
	noun [count]
	3
	an official elected group of people who meet to make the laws of the country and discuss national issues
	Parliament is meeting in an emergency session tonight.
	
	

	plead
	1/29
	/pliːd/
	verb
	2
	to ask for something in an urgent or emotional way
	I must plead for you to show some mercy.
	
	

	praise
	1/30
	/preɪz/
	verb
	2
	to express strong approval or admiration
	I can only praise you for your achievements.
	
	

	pricking

to prick
	4/62
	/ˈprɪkɪŋ/
	verb
	
	to experience a sharp, stinging feeling or to cause this feeling on someone’s skin or eyes
	The rough wool in my jumper is pricking my skin.
	
	61–70) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.
pricking / prose / rebel / retired / revealed / revenge / sacred / Satan / seek / slimy

1) These are ____________ objects, thousands of years old.

2) My feet feel as if they are ____________ .

3) ____________ represents everything that is evil in the world.

4) We decided to move after I ____________ .

5) ____________ and you shall find!

6) We are determined to get our ____________ .

7) Yuk!  It feels all wet and ____________ .

8) He ____________ yesterday that he would not be running for president in the next election.

9) She writes the most beautiful ____________ .

10) The ____________ leader was arrested and put in prison.



	prose
	5/100
	/prəʊz/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	written language in its ordinary form, as opposed to poetry
	Do you prefer plays that are written in poetry or prose?
	
	

	rebel
	1/13
	/ˈrebl/
	noun [count]
	1
	someone who tries to remove a government or leader using force
	Guy Fawkes was a rebel who tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament.
	
	

	retired

to retire
	A Note About The Author p6
	/rɪˈtaɪəd/
	verb
	2
	to stop working, especially when you reach the age when you are officially too old to work
	How old was Shakespeare when he retired?
	
	

	revealed

to reveal something
	3/59
	/rɪˈviːld/
	verb
	3
	to let something become known, for example a secret or information that was not previously known
	Newspaper reports revealed that the minister had been ill for some time.
	
	

	revenge
	1/29
	/rɪˈvenʤ/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	something that you do to hurt or punish someone because they have hurt you or someone else
	One day we will take our revenge upon you!
	
	

	sacred
	2/40
	/ˈseɪkrɪd/
	adjective
	2
	considered to be holy or connected with God in a special way
	Jerusalem is considered a sacred city.
	
	

	Satan
	4/71
	/ˈseɪtn/
	noun [sing]
	
	the most powerful evil spirit in many religions
	Do you believe in Satan?
	
	

	seek
	4/63
	/siːk/
	verb
	3
	ask for something or look for something
	We must seek a solution.
	
	

	slimy
	4/62
	/ˈslaɪmi/
	adjective
	
	covered with a thick, wet, unpleasant substance
	The water was thick and slimy.
	
	

	spell
	A Note About This Play p9
	/spel/
	noun [count]
	2
	words or actions that are intended to make magic things happen
	What are the words of the witches’ spell?
	
	71–80) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

spell / spur / stakes / supernatural / thane /

been on the throne / toad / toast / tormented / traitor

1) Ironically, criticism can sometimes be a ____________ .

2) Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to propose a ____________!

3) How long has your current king ____________?

4) She called me a ____________ and never spoke to me again.

5) Do you believe in ghosts and other ____________ things?

6) ‘Abracadabra’ is word you say when making a ____________ .

7) ____________ were joined together by wire to form a fence.
8) Blood from a ____________ was added to the mixture.
9) The king was surrounded by four of his ____________ .

10) I feel ____________ by guilt.



	spur
	1/29
	/spɜː/
	noun [count]
	1
	something that encourages someone to do something
	Success often acts as a spur to people.
	
	

	stake
	5/90
	/steɪk/
	noun [count]
	2
	a wooden or metal post with a pointed end that is used for supporting or marking something
	A wooden stake had been driven into the ground.
	
	

	supernatural
	A Note About This Play p8
	/ˌsuːpəˈnæʧərəl/
	adjective
	
	used about things that seem to come from a power such as magic and do not have a natural or scientific explanation
	Some of these holy relics are believed to have supernatural powers.
	
	

	thane
	The People In This Story p12
	/θeɪn/
	noun [count]
	
	in English history, a man who was given land in exchange for fighting for the king or another important person
	Ross, Angus, Lennox and Menteith are all thanes of Scotland.
	
	

	throne

to be on the throne
	A Note About This Play p7
	/θrəʊn/
	noun [count]
	2
	to be in the position of being king or queen
	Queen Elizabeth II is currently on the throne.
	
	

	toad
	4/62
	/təʊd/
	noun [count]
	
	a small animal that is similar to a frog but has brown skin and lives mainly on land
	The magic mixture contains poison from a toad.
	
	

	toast
	3/54
	/təʊst/
	noun [count]
	1
	an occasion when people drink all together and say someone’s name in order to express good wishes
	Let us drink a toast to the happy couple!
	
	

	tormented

to torment someone
	3/50
	/tɔːˈmentəd/
	verb
	
	to make someone suffer severe physical or mental pain
	They tormented the starving prisoners by eating in front of them.
	
	

	traitor
	1/13
	/ˈtreɪtə/
	noun [count]
	1
	someone who is not loyal to their friends, family, employer or country
	You will be executed as a traitor!
	
	

	treachery
	3/60
	/ˈtreʧəri/
	noun [uncount]
	
	the behaviour of someone who pretends that they support you, but secretly tries to harm you
	I did not think you capable of such treachery.
	
	81–89) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

treachery / treason / tyrant / unrest / villain / weep / wicked / worthy / yield

1) People thought she was a bully and a ____________ , and were afraid of her.

2) Do not ____________ .  Things may not be as bad as they seem.

3) You’re dishonest and a ____________ !

4) He was found guilty of ____________ .

5) We cannot forgive such ____________ in one of our supporters.

6) If we do not ____________  to his request, we will be punished.

7) I decided to give money to what I thought was a ____________ cause.

8) Changes to existing laws have caused ____________ amongst the people.

9) That is a cruel and ____________ thing to say!  


	treason
	A Note About The Author p6
	/ˈtriːzn/
	noun [uncount]
	
	the crime of helping your country’s enemies or of trying to destroy your country’s government
	Treason is a crime that is punishable by death.
	
	

	tyrant
	A Note About This Play p8
	/ˈtaɪrənt/
	noun [count]
	
	someone who rules a country in a cruel or unfair way
	During the play, Macbeth becomes a tyrant.
	
	

	unrest
	A Note About 
This Play p7
	/ʌnˈrest/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	angry or violent behaviour by people
who are protesting against something
	There are rumours of unrest in the towns and 
cities.
	
	

	villain
	4/72
	/ˈvɪlən/
	noun [count]
	1
	an evil person or criminal
	He was accused of being a traitor and a villain.
	
	

	weep
	4/72
	/wiːp/
	verb
	1
	to cry because you feel unhappy or have some other strong emotion
	The sad film made her weep.
	
	

	wicked
	1/13
	/ˈwɪkɪd/
	adjective
	1
	morally wrong and deliberately intending to hurt people
	Some of the characters in the play are noble, while others are wicked.
	
	

	worthy
	1/21
	/ˈwɜːði/
	adjective
	2
	a worthy person or thing has qualities that make people respect them
	I believe she would make a worthy ruler.
	
	

	yield
	5/93
	/jiːld/
	verb
	2
	to finally agree to do what someone else wants you to do
	Yield, or you will die!
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