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1. What is 
PBL?

PBL: definition

Project-Based Learning (PBL) the additional

language classroom (e.g., TESOL) involves learners

working in fixed groups for a planned period to

research a phenomenon or study a problem, and

produce one or more in the target

language (e.g., English) as evidence of their

(Anderson, 2021, pp.45-46).

PBL: Main principles

learner-centredness

scaffolding (providing support)

collaborative problem-solving

a public presentation

in EFL specifically:

focus on form and explicit language instruction

simultaneous development of language, content, and skills

Formative Assessment of YLs with PBL

Teacher evaluation 

Peer Feedback

Self-Evaluation 
& Reflection

supervision of the project
focus extends beyond
linguistic accuracy to include 
presentation skills

students providing 
constructive comments on 
classmates' projects
promotes collaboration and 
shared learning experiences

students assess their own 
work to identify strengths and 
areas for improvement, and
reflect on their learning 
experiences



2. Strategies to 
Enhance YL 
Assessment in 
PBL

Making PBL more accessible to EFL students

Adapt the course schedule

Develop rubrics and checklists

Give comments throughout

Encourage peer assessment 
and self-reflection

Offer scaffolded support

Vary assessment patterns

align projects directly with 
the coursebook
recycle the language from 
the unit

for different project stages (use of 
L2, research, presentation prep)
focus on the target language 
and/or skills

for using L2 when 
brainstorming, rehearsing
praise students for strengths

use guiding questions and/or a 5-star 
system for peer evaluation
introduce reflection journals and/or 
portfolios for YLs to refer to

provide templates, functional 
language and guidance to help 
YLs build their language and 
project skills

use mini-
-class talks, performances, 

invite other classes to watch and give 
feedback, etc.

3. Real-life 
examples from 

Vietnam
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