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viewpoints
* Asking whose voices are
missing and/or marginalised

« Identifying and evaluating
viewpoints different to your
own

Focusing Taking action
on the for
socio-political | social justice

* Making difference visible

Interrogating multiple viewpoints

* Whose voice is represented? How are these voices represented?

* How might the representation of different voices in the text impact
the reader’s beliefs about these individuals/communities?

* Whose voices are missing?

* Why might the author not have included these views?

* How are different identities, e.g. gender, race, class, sexuality,
disability etc. represented?

* To what extent does the author present these identities as complex
and multiple?

* Do you agree with how different identities are represented in the
text?

Disrupting the commonplace

* Questioning commonly
accepted ways of viewing the
world, experiences and ways of
being

J

* Analysing how language '
supports or disrupts the status

quo

Focusing on the socio-political

* Identifying and questioning
established social systems

* Do you agree with the message(s) contained in the text? B e
and structures

* Are there any messages, views or beliefs represented in the text % ‘
that you disagree with? *‘*‘w\

* Are these views held by many in wider society? 5

* Do you agree with the way the author represents society/the

»_ * Using literacy to engage in
the politics of everyday life

world?
. ) * Examini
* Do you think everybody would read and respond to the text in the xan?lnmg. Pows
N relationships between and
same way?

* How might a reader’s identity affect how they respond to the text? SN individuals

* How is your interpretation of the text influenced by your knowledge
of when and where it was produced?




Focusing on the socio-political

What issues, systems or structures of power are represented in
the text?

What, if anything, promotes, protects or threatens this power?
Who in the text has the most power? Where does this power
come from?

Do the characters in the text use their power in a positive or a
negative way?

Who in the text has the least power? Why? What would need
to change for them to become more powerful?

Do you think the representation of power in the text is realistic?
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Taking action for social justice &

"8 ° Using language to question
1 practices of privilege and
injustice
W ° Bringing about change in
inappropriate, unequal
power relationships

\

Taking action for social justice

Does the text contain any messages about how we
should/shouldn’t act? Do you agree with them?

How would reading this text influence the way people think
about society/the world?

Will the text have an impact on how you act/speak/understand
the world?

Does the text make you think you need to change in some
way?

How can the audience of this text work to change the world for
the better?

Focusing
on the
socio-political
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o What was their relationship?
o How old are they?
o Is the speaker human?
o What ‘went wrong’?
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Whose voices are missing from our classrooms?

* The texts we bring into class (including audio & video)
i * The guest speakers we invite
[+ N The coursebooks learners use
* Texts used in language testing and exams
ﬁ e The voices of students themselves
A= % I, W a0 B

Whose voices are missing from our profession?

* Teacher training course reading lists
* The line-up of speakers at teaching conferences -
e The make-up of management and organisational boards
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Identify whose voices are missing from the story
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* Write a moment in the story from the perspective of one of the
missing voices

* Swap your story with another group. Answer the questions:

o Who is speaking?

o At which point in the story are they speaking?

o How did you feel about this character before reading this?
o How do you feel about them now?

o What language makes you feel this way?
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