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What is neurodiversity?

There are certain tendencies in behaviour and cognition within this
range of differences.

This has led to medical diagnoses for those who display each of these
sets of traits:

¢ autism spectrum disorder
« attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder
« dyslexia
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What can we say?

* An autistic person

Increasing accessibility for
neurodiverse students in the
classroom

* A person with autism

* A person who lives with autism
Claire Hart

macmillan

education

What is neurodiversity? .. .
y Why is inclusion

important?
The range of esensory processing
differences in A * You're teaching the whole
bt 4 ti emotor abllltles class, not just some of the
PRl < ocnition and focus students.
which mamly ) * The class needs to function
affects: esocial comfort as a community.

* When everyone is included,
everybody wins.




Which stereotypes have you heard?

"Neurodiversity and dyslexic thinking
are highly valued at GCHQ.

In fact, they are mission critical. They disrupt lessons.

We need the right mix of minds to
keep the country safe and our

They can't sit still.

neurodivergent staff can think
creatively, spot patterns, and solve
problems that other employees might
miss.

They can’t write legibly.

They have a photographic memory.

Sl N They don’t want to work in groups.
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Inclusive strategies help everyone
. Giving clear instructions and breaking instructions down step-by-step So how do you know if
your students are
Explaining changes that are going to happen autistic‘p a

Sharing the real-world relevance of tasks

Giving fast-finishers extra tasks

Giving students the chance to ask as many questions as they wish

Which stereotypes have you heard?

How do you know if your students are autistic?

They take medication. They may not know that they’re autistic, especially if they’re young

children.

They’re brilliant at maths.

If they do know, they or their parents may not want feel comfortable
with disclosing it.

Perhaps the information was disclosed to your school, but for some
reason it hasn’t reached you.

They have no social skills / friends.
They need permanent care.

They can’t speak.




It’s not your job to diagnose your students ...

The student completes a task poorly even though they have the ability to do it

The student can concentrate better when they work alone. |ea rner: d

an feel disconnect

The student seems nervous around you.

Yo
The student shouts out answers in class. because you're unde

The student is wearing less/lighter clothing than other students. [lh=cla=steemicatlbellscanyplaces

Practical changes: Before the lesson
If you notice
several of these
tendencies ...

Credit: Ellie Middleton, LinkedIn

Practical changes: During the lesson

Don’t automatically tell students to stop stimming
What is it like to be
an a Utistic |earner‘p Don’t criticise or openly express surprise at reactions to sensory overload

Monitor autistic students and observe where it’s best to seat them
Have regular one-to-one check-ins

Consider adapting homework tasks




Thank you for
listening!




