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What is critical thinking?

Critical thinking is the intellectually disciplined process of actively 

and skillfully conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, 

and/or evaluating information gathered from or generated by 

observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, 

as sa
M. Scriven & R. Paul at 

The 8th Annual International Conference on Ciritcal Thinking and Educational Reform, 1987, 

criticalthinking.org

What is critical thinking?

Critical thinking means making an evaluation or judgement about what we see or 

Its origin dates all the way back to Socrates who identified that our natural human 

tendency is to justify answers to questions based on emotions or impulse thinking 

do is actually quite biased and uninformed. 

We have become used to using a light approach. In a busy life, information comes 

to us in lots of different ways and our brain has to find ways to make sense of it all
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7 Skills for the Future

revised in 2001 to focus on critical thinking
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Critical Thinking sub-skills

Analytical Skills

Research & Reasoned judgment

Problem-solving & Decision-making

Reflective thinking & Open-mindedness

Communication

Critical Thinking sub-skills

Analytical Skills

identify patterns and trends in existing data

break down complex issues into manageable chunks

recognise cause-and-effect relationships

evaluate strength of arguments and evidence
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Analytical Thinking

From Skillful 3rd Edition Listening & Speaking SB 2

Understand the power of the question

1. Ask about their experience

2. Ask them to reflect on their experience

3. Ask about their opinions and thoughts

4. Ask for their suggestions and innovations
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What can you design/invent/develop/produce?

you prioritise? What would/could happen? What if?

approach would you choose? How would you solve?

Can you describe/explain what is happening?

Critical Thinking sub-skills

Research and Reasoned Judgment

identifying reliable and relevant sources of information

objectively gather and analyze information

evaluating the credibility and bias of sources

considering multiple perspectives and synthesizing information 

from multiple sources

making decisions based on logical inferences and sound reasoning
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Understand the power of 
inquiry-based learning

Research and Reasoned Judgment

From Skillful 3rd Edition Reading & Writing SB 3

Critical Thinking sub-skills

Problem-Solving & Decision-Making

clearly define the problem

gather relevant information

brainstorm potential solutions

evaluate pros and cons of each option

reflect on outcome and adjusting as necessary



Problem-Solving & Decision-Making
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Understand the power of 
working together

Critical Thinking sub-skills

Reflective Thinking & Open-Mindedness
Critically examining our own assumptions and biases

Willingness to consider alternative viewpoints and diverse perspectives

Synthesizing information from various experiences and sources

Ability to suspend judgment until sufficient evidence is gathered

Applying insights to improve future decisions

Flexibility in updating beliefs based on new information

Continuously evaluating and adjusting our own thinking process
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Understand the power of 
facilitating learning

the fountain of knowledge

The ability to understand is within themselves. 
You just have to guide them towards it.

Critical Thinking sub-skills

Communication

Clearly expressing complex ideas

Active listening and comprehension

Adapting communication styles to different audiences

Constructing and delivering persuasive arguments



From Skillful 3rd Edition Listening & Speaking SB 4
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Understand the power of 
diverse voices

Provide a safe space where students 

feel comfortable offering their 

Give students a chance to consider 

different perspectives.
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Teaching Critical Thinking

Understand the power of questions

Understand the power of Inquiry-based learning

Understand the power of working together

Understand the power of facilitating learning

Understand the power of diverse voices

Thank you !
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