
"All new learning requires a _____________ of prior 
knowledge. You need to know how to land a twin engine 
plane on two engines before you can learn to land it on one. 
To learn trigonometry, you need to remember your algebra 
and geometry.
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To learn trigonometry, you need to remember your algebra 
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Spiral Curriculum

Key Features of the Spiral Curriculum

Revisiting Topics

Increasing Complexity

Building on prior knowledge

Encouraging mastery over time

The basis
Walls, floors, and a roof
Installations
Décor



What are we building on?

Retrieval Practice

learning strategy where we focus on getting information out.
Through the act of retrieval, or calling information to mind, our
memory is strengthened and forgetting is less likely to occur.
Retrieval practice is a powerful tool for improving learning.

Retrieval Practice. Research & Resources for every classroom. Kate Jones

Retrieval Practice 

Involve everyone

Make it generative

Make it workload and time efficient

"Learning is deeper and more durable when effort____.
Learning that is easy is like writing in the sand, here today
and gone

Make it Stick. The Science of Successful Learning. Peter C. Brown,  Henry L. Roger III, Mark A. McDaniel 

"Learning is deeper and more durable when effortful.
Learning that is easy is like writing in the sand, here today
and gone
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Walls, floors and a roof

Again?!



Walkabout bingo

 Brain dump

Pass me your mind map

Exchange mind maps
Make a story with x words/ 
phrases
Write x sentences
Make a dialogue, use one 
noun, one idiom, one 
adjective and one verb from 
your mind map (set the 
scene)
Store them and use later 
(spaced repetition)

Quizlet 

Baamboozle.com

Baamboozle.com



kahoot.com

blooket.com

Installations

Increasing complexity

A2: Past Simple (I went to the store.)
B1: Past Perfect (I had already gone when she arrived.)
B2: Narrative Tenses (I was walking when I realized I 
had forgotten my keys.)

Grammar

Grammar auction

A2: Bid on correct vs. incorrect simple sentences
B1: Correct and explain errors in more complex 
sentences.
B2: Create their own sentences and challenge 
peers.

Increasing complexity

A2 (Basic Vocabulary - Recognition & Simple Use)
bread, cheese, rice, vegetables, fruit, chicken, fish, soup, 

B1 (Expanded Vocabulary - Categorization & Contextual Use)
ingredients, recipe, spicy, sour, bitter, fresh, frozen, homemade, fast food

B2 (Advanced Vocabulary - Collocations & Idiomatic Expressions)
balanced diet, processed food, organic produce, comfort food, 

food poisoning, cut down on, eat out, home-cooked meal, 
grab a bite, guilty pleasure

Vocabulary



Taboo & Reversed Taboo

Make your own taboo

Decor

"Learning is stronger when it matters, when the abstract
is made concrete and
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I am a teacher...
D ice

I love being a teacher.

1,3,5- agree 2,4,5- disagree
Zoos are unethical

Homeschooling is better than traditional schooling

Schools should ban the use of ChatGPT

Graffiti is art, not crime

People who live in apartments shouldn't own pets

Building a house is a walk in the park

said no one ever



Thank you!


