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EAP = English for Academic Purposes

EFL = English as a Foreign Language

EIL = English as an International Language

ELF = English as a Lingua Franca

ELT = English Language Teaching

ESL = English as a Second Language

ESOL = English for Speakers of Other Languages

ESP = English for Specific Purposes

‘ELF’ = English as the language of 
communication between people with 

different L1s

• education
• entertainment
• internet
• media
• officialdom (= pluricentric)

• science
• sport
• technology
• tourism
• and more …



❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤💛💛

Q: What percentage of English 
speakers are NOT L1 English 

speakers?

>80% of English speakers are 
NOT L1 English speakers

c.1.2 billion L2 c.375 million L1
dhzdh

(c.1.5 billion English speakers)
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‘Culture’ is:

✅ a set of ideas, beliefs, and recognisable ways 
of behaving of a particular organization or group of people

‘Culture’ isn’t just:

❌ a do and don’t list
❌ The Five Fs: food, fashion, famous people, festivals, and 
flags (Walker, 2001)

Q: Which skills do ‘guests’ need for 
international work environments?

(1) intercultural skills
(2) interpersonal skills
(3) communication skills
(4) critical thinking skills



Communication Accommodation Theory 
(Giles, 1971)
 
= people adjust (or accommodate) their spoken 
communication to become more/less like others  

 
more = convergence less = divergence 
e.g. speech rate, pauses, utterance length

Source: Speak Your Mind Level 4
Source: Speak Your Mind Level 4

Source: Speak Your Mind Level 4
Source: Speak Your Mind Level 5
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Source: Speak Your Mind Level 4

Source: Speak Your Mind Level 4

Source: 
Speak Your Mind 
Level 5
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Characteristics of online written communication:

• short and snappy
• omnipresent 
• purposeful 
• semi-spontaneous
• more casual



Source: 
Speak Your Mind 
Starter level

Online (work-related) written activities:

• send an instant message (role play)
• write a social media post
• respond to a job advert
• create a poster/advertisement
• research and edit written work (ChatGPT?)
• set up a LinkedIn profile
• create a website

‘Active reading’ – think about:
 

• salutation
• name choice: Thomas/Tom/Tommy/Mr Green 
• formality or register
• length
• use of emojis
• … and their response
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To ponder …

Are we providing enough balance of 
strategic competence AND linguistic 
competence?

Are we reflecting enough on 
our own teaching practice?
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Lingua Franca Core (LFC)
 

Pronunciation features of successful EFL output:

∙ vowel length, e.g. /ɪ/ + /iː/,  /ʌ/ + /uː/, /e/ + /eɪ/
∙most consonants
∙ consonant clusters, e.g global, teacher 
∙ word grouping and nuclear stress

Jenkins (2000)

The LFC helps to: 
 

• raise awareness of ELF in working environments
• prepare students for real life English interactions 
• remind students of the dominance of L2 speakers
• encourage students to reflect on spoken output 
• promote inclusivity and personal identity

To ponder …h

What do students think of accents (theirs or others)?
 
Could 80% of pronunciation activities focus on the LFC?
 
Could 20% of pronunciation activities focus on the non-core? 
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In this webinar, we will:
  
1 identify and explore ‘ELF’
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1 Share this webinar
 

AND/OR

2 Collaborate in a Padlet:
padlet.com/rhonasnelling/global
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Thank you! 
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Rhona Snelling 
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www.rhonasnelling.com

padlet.com/rhonasnelling/global


