
Content Let’s investigate!

The Science Investigator

Unit 1

Living things 
•  What are living things?			 
•  The life processes of living things	
•  Cells
•  How are living things organised?
•  How are living things classified?
•  Reading: The Science Investigators – A bad smell!
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report  – A living thing 

•  Respiration

Unit 2

The Plant 
Kingdom

•  Plants
•  What are the characteristics of plants?	
•  What do different parts of plants do?
•  Plant nutrition
•  Flowering plant reproduction
•  Reading: Amazing Science – Seeds
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report – A plant

•  Plant interaction
•  Asexual reproduction

Unit 3

The Animal
Kingdom

•  Vertebrates					   
•  Invertebrates
•  Animal nutrition
•  Animal reproduction
•  What are animal adaptations?
•  Reading: The Science Investigators – A surprise in the garden 
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report – An animal fact file

•  Animal respiration

Unit 4

The human 
body

•  Being healthy	
•  The digestive system
•  The excretory system
•  The respiratory system
•  The circulatory system
•  The heart 
•  Reading: Amazing Science – Viruses
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ presentation – A famous scientist

•  Heart rate and exercise

Units 1–4

Review
•  Science Investigators’ Definitions
•  Science Investigator’s Challenge

Unit 5

Matter
•  The three states of matter			 
•  What is matter?				 
•  What is a physical change?
•  What is a chemical change?
•  Mixtures
•  Reading: The Science Investigators – The three Rs 
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report  – Recycling

•  Chemical change
•  Mass and volume

Unit 6

The Earth
•  The blue planet				 
•  The three layers of the Earth
•  What is the atmosphere? 
•  What is the geosphere?
•  What are rocks and minerals?
•  What is the hydrosphere?
•  Reading: Amazing Science – Water
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report – Water I use

•  How to clean water

	Contents

0720305_MnSS_PB5_001-005_Prelims.indd   2 15/Dec/2011   10:38



Content Let’s investigate!

Unit 7

Climate and 
the weather

•  World climate					   
•  What can influence climate?
•  Climate zones of Spain
•  Extreme weather and natural disasters
•  Wild weather
•  Climate change
•  Reading: The Science Investigators – The school trip
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report – A weather forecast

•  How green are you? 

Unit 8

Landscapes
•  Different landscapes 					   
•  Landforms
•  Volcanoes
•  Earthquakes
•  Reading: Amazing Science – National Parks
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ presentation – National Parks

•  How landforms are 
made

Units 5–8

Review
•  Science Investigators’ Definitions
•  Science Investigator’s Challenge

Unit 9

Population
•  What is population?					   
•  Our changing population
•  Rural and urban populations
•  Spain’s population
•  Reading: The Science Investigators – E-pal
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report – Where I live 

•  Statistics

Unit 10

Work
•  Economic sectors		
•  The primary sector
•  The secondary sector
•  The tertiary sector
•  Tourism
•  Reading: Amazing Science – Volunteering
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report –  Jobs

Unit 11

Early history
•  Prehistory and ancient history
•  The Palaeolithic period
•  The Neolithic period
•  The ancient civilisations
•  The Ancient World in Spain
•  The Romans in Spain
•  Reading: The Science Investigators – At the history museum
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ report – A visit to a museum

Unit 12

The Middle Ages
•  Medieval civilisations
•  The fall of the Roman Empire
•  Al-Andalus
•  The unification of Spain
•  Medieval society
•  Medieval cities
•  Reading: Amazing Science – Life in medieval times
•  Writing: Science Investigators’ project – A medieval board game

Units 9–12

Review
•  Science Investigators’ Definitions
•  Science Investigator’s Challenge

0720305_MnSS_PB5_001-005_Prelims.indd   3 15/Dec/2011   10:38


