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William Shakespeare
	Word
	Act/
Page
	Phonetic Spelling
	Part Of Speech
	Med Star Rating
	Definition
	Sample Sentence
	Translation
	Exercises

	abbey
	2/32
	/ˈæbi/
	noun [count]
	
	a large church with buildings connected to it for monks or nuns to live in
	Religious services take place at the abbey every Sunday.
	
	1–10) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

abbey / angel / apothecary / attendant / balcony / bleeding / blush / bride / buds / calamity

1) Thank you so much.  You’re an absolute ________!  

2) During the wedding ceremony the ​​​________ and groom exchange vows.

3) There was a magnificent view of the city from the ________ .

4) The ​​​________ is closed to visitors during the winter.

5) My nose suddenly started ________ .

6) Flood waters rose to over three metres – it was a complete ​​​________!

7) An ​​​________ must obey his master at all times.

8) Try not to ​​​________ so easily – it shows that you’re nervous.

9) They consulted an ________ to try and find a cure.

10) The bushes were covered in tiny, pink ​​​________ .



	angel
	2/28
	/ˈeɪnʤ(ə)l/
	noun [count]
	
	a spirit that in some religions is believed to live in heaven with God
	The painting showed God surrounded by angels.
	
	

	apothecary

	A Note About This Play p7
	/əˈpɒθək(ə)ri/
	noun [count]
	
	an old word for someone whose job was to prepare and sell medicines
	Apothecaries used to treat sick people with herbal medicines.
	
	

	attendant
	1/12
	/əˈtendənt/
	noun [count]
	
	someone whose job is to look after a person especially someone with an important position or who is ill 
	The King entered, surrounded by attendants.
	
	

	balcony
	2/27
	/ˈbælkəni/
	noun [count]
	
	a place sticking out from the outside of a building where you can sit or stand
	They were sitting on the balcony, sunbathing.
	
	

	bleeding

to bleed
	5/76
	/ˈbliːdɪŋ/
	verb
	
	to have blood flowing from your body, for example from a cut
	A man lay on the ground, bleeding heavily.
	
	

	blush
	2/29
	/blʌʃ/
	verb
	
	If you blush, your cheeks become red because you feel embarrassed or ashamed
	When people aren’t telling the truth, they often blush.
	
	

	bride
	4/66
	/braɪd/
	noun [count]
	
	a woman who is getting married or one who has recently married
	The bride looked lovely in her wedding dress.
	
	

	bud
	1/13
	/bʌd/
	noun [count]
	
	a part of a plant that opens to form a flower or leaf
	Buds appear on the trees in the spring.
	
	

	calamity


	3/51
	/kəˈlæməti/
	noun [count]
	
	an event that causes serious damage or makes a lot of people suffer
	The earthquake brought calamity to people living in the area.
	
	

	challenge
	2/36
	/ˈʧælɪnʤ/
	noun [count]
	2
	an invitation to someone to compete or fight
	I enjoy the challenges of the job.
	
	11–20) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

challenge / churchyard / crows / cruel / cut down / damage / damn / dawn / desperate / dew

1) At night, the ​​​________ appears dark and silent.

2) We saw a group of ________ in the middle of the field.

3) Tevez ran towards the goal, but was ​​​________ by an opposing player.

4) Why aren’t you ever around when you’re supposed to be – ________ you!

5) If water gets inside the machine, it will ​​​________ it.

6) In the summer, it is light at ​​​________ .

7) Police said they had received a ​​​________ phone call from the woman.

8) What a ​​​________ thing to say!

9) Early-morning ​​​________ glinted in the sunlight.

10) There’s a lot to do over the next few days – it’s a real ​​​________ .

	churchyard
	5/72
	/ˈʧɜːʧˌjɑːd/
	noun [count]
	
	the area of land around a church where dead people are buried
	She felt frightened walking through the empty churchyard.
	
	

	crow
	1/22
	/krəʊ/
	noun [count]
	
	a large, ugly black bird that makes a loud sound
	Large, black crows were standing by the side of the road.
	
	

	cruel
	1/14
	/ˈkruːəl/
	adjective
	2
	making someone unhappy or upset
	How can you be so cruel?
	
	

	cut down
	5/77
	/ˌkʌt ˈdaʊn/
	phrasal verb
	
	to kill or injure someone
	He was cut down in the duel.
	
	

	damage
	1/16
	/ˈdæmɪʤ/
	verb
	3
	to have a negative effect on someone or something


	Being unkind to children can damage them.
	
	

	damn
	3/44
	/dæm/
	verb
	
	used when you are annoyed about something 
	Jim’s never around when you need him. Damn him!
	
	

	dawn
	1/13
	/dɔːn/
	noun [count/ uncount]
	
	the beginning of the day when it begins to get light
	I woke at dawn to hear the birds singing.
	
	

	desperate
	4/62
	/ˈdesp(ə)rət/
	adjective
	1
	When you do something desperate, you do it because you can think of no other way
	Prisoners made a desperate escape attempt.
	
	

	dew
	1/13
	/djuː/
	noun [uncount]
	
	small drops of water that form on the ground at night


	The grass was covered in dew.
	
	

	doting on (her) to dote on someone
	2/35
	/ˈdəʊtɪŋ ˌɒn/
	phrasal verb
	
	to love someone so much that you do not notice their faults
	You’ll spoil the girl by doting on her so much.
	
	21–30) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

doting on / dove / enemies / exile  / faithful / fear / foolish / forgive / fortune / frost

1) That was an utterly ________ thing to do!

2) Good leaders inspire confidence, not ​​​________ .

3) They don’t like each other, in fact you could describe them as ​​​________ .

4) I‘m not sure that ​​​________ children does them any good.

5) Thick ​​​________ had formed overnight.

6) Don’t you think it’s time to ________ her?

7) A beautiful, white ________ was sitting on one of the branches.

8) I feel sorry for them – they seem to have suffered a lot of bad ​​​________ .

9) The government has been known to ​​​________ people who disagree with their policies.

10) He is still ________ to his team, even though they keep losing.


	dove
	1/22
	/dʌv/
	noun [count]
	
	a white bird that is considered to be a sign of peace
	The card showed a picture of a dove carrying an olive branch.
	
	

	enemy
	1/12
	/ˈenəmi/
	noun [count]
	2
	someone who is opposed to someone else and tries to harm them
	Do you know if he had any enemies who would wish to harm him?
	
	

	exile
	3/48
	/ˈekzaɪl/
	verb
	
	to force someone to live in a foreign country, usually for political reasons
	The President will exile anyone who disobeys.
	
	

	faithful
	2/30
	/ˈfeɪθfl/
	adjective
	
	continuing to do or believe something, even in a difficult situation
	She thanked her supporters for being so faithful.
	
	

	fear
	4/62
	/fɪə/
	noun [uncount]
	3
	the feeling that you have when you are frightened
	Fear and anxiety are common feelings before exams.
	
	

	foolish
	3/52
	/ˈfuːlɪʃ/
	adjective
	
	behaving in a way that is stupid and may have bad results
	Not knowing the answer made me feel foolish.
	
	

	forgive
	2/34
	/fəˈgɪv/
	verb
	1
	to decide to stop being angry with someone who has done something bad
	It’s important to be able to forgive.
	
	

	fortune
	3/57
	/ˈfɔːʧən/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	the good or bad things that happen to someone
	Some people think that wearing a lucky bracelet or ring will bring them good fortune.
	
	

	frost
	4/67
	/frɒst/
	noun [uncount]
	
	a thin, white layer of ice that forms on things outside when the weather is very cold
	The car windscreen was covered in frost.
	
	

	frown
	2/29
	/fraʊn/
	verb
	
	To move your eyebrows down and closer together because you are annoyed, worried or thinking hard
	Try not to frown!
	
	31–40) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

frown / funeral / given in / grave / hateful / heaven / holy / honourable / how dare? / infectious

1) People often ​​​________ when they concentrate.

2) The President was respected as an honest, ________ man.

3) We visited many of the ________ sites in Jerusalem.

4) Instead of fighting the decision, they just seem to have ​​​________ .

5) ​​​________ she be so rude to her teachers?

6) They committed some cruel, ​​​________ crimes.

7) Many people think they will go to ​​​________ when they die.

8) She died on Monday and the ________ is on Friday.

9) I’m not going to kiss you; I’ve got a cold and may be ________ .

10) ‘I have some bad news for you,’ he said with a ________ look on his face.



	funeral
	4/69
	/ˈfjuːnrəl/
	noun [count]
	1
	a ceremony that takes place after someone dies
	More than 250 people attended the funeral.
	
	

	given in

to give in
	2/30
	/ˌgɪvn ˈɪn/
	phrasal verb
	
	to stop competing or arguing and accept that you cannot win
	Her brother has given in to her and lent her the money.
	
	

	grave
	3/45
	/greɪv/
	adjective
	
	If you look grave, you look serious and worried. A grave is also the hole where a dead body is buried.  The word grave here is used as a joke with both meanings.
	She wore a grave expression as she made the announcement.
	
	

	hateful
	4/67
	/ˈheɪtfl/
	adjective
	
	extremely bad, unpleasant or cruel
	Bullying people is a hateful thing to do.
	
	

	heaven
	3/49
	/ˈhevn/
	noun [uncount]
	
	the place where God is believed to live
	Do you believe in the idea of heaven?
	
	

	holy
	1/23
	/ˈhəʊli/
	adjective
	2
	important in a religion or used in worship
	Churches are holy places.
	
	

	honourable
	1/16
	/ˈɒn(ə)rəbl/
	adjective
	
	morally good and deserving respect
	Admitting you were wrong was an honourable thing to do.
	
	

	how dare?
	1/22
	/ˌhaʊ ˈdeə/
	
	
	used to show that you are shocked or angry about something that someone has done or said
	“How dare you come into my office without knocking?”
	
	

	infectious
	5/71
	/ɪnˈfekʃəs/
	adjective
	
	an infectious disease can spread from one person to another
	Children are usually vaccinated against infectious diseases.
	
	

	interval
	A Note About The Author p4
	/ˈɪntəvl/
	noun [count]
	1
	a short break between the parts of something such as a play or concert
	We bought an ice cream at the interval.
	
	41–50) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

interval / jewels / joy / kneels / lark / madam / maid / mask / master / mercy

1) The queen wore a crown sparkling with ​​​________ .

2) ‘________, please come this way.’
3) The show lasts two hours and fifteen minutes, including the ​​​________ .

4) He’s a cruel master without ________.

5) The boy approaches the king and ​​​________ before him.

6) Our ​​​________ does all the washing and ironing.

7) We watched as the ________ flew higher and higher.

8) Everyone was wearing a ________ at the fancy dress party.

9) He’s a kind ​​​________ and treats his employees well.

10) Her ​​​________ at her success was obvious.



	jewel
	1/22
	/ˈʤuːəl/
	noun [count]
	
	a hard valuable stone that has been cut and polished
	The box was decorated with beautiful jewels of all colours.
	
	

	joy
	2/41
	/ʤɔɪ/
	noun [uncount]
	
	a feeling of great happiness
	I was filled with joy at the idea of seeing her again.
	
	

	kneels

to kneel
	2/40
	/niːlz/
	verb
	
	to put or have your knee or both knees on the ground
	The congregation kneels before saying prayers.
	
	

	lark
	3/55
	/lɑːk/
	noun [count]
	
	a small brown bird that is known for its singing in the morning
	We were woken by the sound of a lark in the garden.
	
	

	madam
	1/13
	/ˈmædəm/
	title
	
	a polite way of talking to a woman who has important social position
	‘How may I help you, madam?’
	
	

	maid
	5/73
	/meɪd/
	noun [count]
	
	a woman whose job is to clean houses and attend people living in them
	She works for the family as a part-time maid.
	
	

	mask
	1/21
	/mɑːsk/
	noun [count]
	
	something that you wear to hide part or all of your face
	Three men entered the bank wearing masks.
	
	

	master
	1/17
	/ˈmɑːstə/
	noun [count]
	
	a man who has control over servants, other people or an animal
	You’ll have to ask the master for permission if you want the day off.
	
	

	mercy
	3/51
	/ˈmɜːsi/
	noun [uncount]
	
	When you show mercy, you choose not to punish someone
	Don’t be too severe – have mercy, please!
	
	

	messenger
	2/30
	/ˈmesnʤə/
	noun [count]
	
	someone who delivers messages to people
	A messenger knocked loudly at the door.
	
	51–60) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.
messenger / mixture / mixture / murder / my lord / nightingale / night watchman / orchard / performed / pity

1) Behind the house was a large ​​​________ .

2) The ​​​________ gave us the news.

3) ​​​________, someone has called to see you.

4) The young actors ________ well in the play.

5) Blend the flour, butter and sugar into a soft ​​​________ .

6) He was convicted of the ________ of an eighty-year-old woman.

7) She’s had a hard time, and I feel nothing but ​​​________ for her.

8) Architecture in the city is a ​​​________ of the old and the new.

9) The main door of the building is guarded by a ________.

10) I love to hear the sound of the ​​​________ singing.


	mixture
	2/34
	/ˈmɪksʧə/
	noun [count]
	2
	a combination of two or more different people or things
	The team is made up of a mixture of young and old players.
	
	

	mixture
	4/62
	/ˈmɪksʧə/
	noun [count]
	2
	a substance such as food that is the result of mixing different things
	Cough mixture often tastes horrible.
	
	

	murder
	3/48
	/ˈmɜːdə/
	noun [uncount]
	2
	the crime of deliberately killing someone
	She was sentenced to twnety years in prison for murder.
	
	

	My Lord
	1/16
	/ˌmaɪ ˈlɔːd/
	title
	
	used as a polite way of talking to a man from the highest class of society
	It has been a pleasure meeting you, My Lord.
	
	

	nightingale
	3/55
	/ˈnaɪtɪŋgeɪl/
	noun [count]
	
	a small bird that is known for the beautiful way it sings at night
	He sat outside, listening to the song of the nightingale.
	
	

	night watchman
	5/74
	/ˌnaɪt ˈwɒʧmən/
	noun [count]
	
	someone whose job is to guard a building during the night
	A night watchman stood at the entrance to the building.
	
	

	orchard
	2/29
	/ˈɔːʧəd/
	noun [count]
	
	a place where fruit trees grow
	Apple and pear trees were growing in the orchard.
	
	

	performed

to perform
	A Note About The Author p5
	/pəˈfɔːmd/
	verb
	
	to act or sing in front of an audience
	She was a famous actress who performed in many well-known films.
	
	

	pity
	3/59
	/ˈpɪti/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	a strong feeling of sympathy you have for someone because they are very unhappy or in a bad situation
	They didn’t show much pity for the victims.
	
	

	playwright
	A Note About The Author p4
	/ˈpleɪˌraɪt/
	noun [count]
	
	someone who writes plays, especially as their job
	She works as a novelist and playwright.
	
	61–70) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

playwright / poison / prayer / precious / pretending / punish / ravens / rope ladder / rubbing / scornfully

1) Her opponent claimed she was ​​​________ to be injured.

2) Some people think that ________ are ugly birds.

3) ​​​________ ointment into the wound will help to prevent infection.

4) Rats are often killed using ________ .

5) The Football Association decided to ​​​________ the player by banning him for the rest of the season.

6) William Shakespeare is a famous ​​​________ .

7) Using a ​​​________ , they climbed in through a window.

8) She laughed ​​​________ at my suggestion.

9) Now let us say a ​​​________ for all those who have lost their lives.

10) We have a collection of ________ antiques.



	poison
	2/34
	/ˈpɔɪzn/
	noun [uncount/

count]
	
	a substance that can kill you or make you ill if you eat, drink or breathe it
	This is a dangerous substance containing poison.
	
	

	prayer
	3/48
	/preə/
	noun [count]
	1
	something that you say when you speak to God
	When I was a child, I used to say my prayers every night.
	
	

	precious
	1/22
	/ˈpreʃəs/
	adjective
	1
	very valuable
	Gold and silver are precious metals.
	
	

	Pretending

to pretend
	3/60
	/prɪˈtendɪŋ/
	verb
	1
	to behave in a particular way because you want someone to believe that something is true when it is not
	Stop pretending to be ill!
	
	

	punish
	1/12
	/ˈpʌnɪʃ/
	verb
	1
	to do something unpleasant to someone because they have done something bad or illegal
	If the children keep behaving badly, you’ll have to punish them.
	
	

	raven
	3/48
	/ˈreɪvn/
	noun [count]
	
	a large bird with shiny black feathers
	Ravens are a common sight at the Tower of London.
	
	

	rope ladder
	2/38
	/ˈrəʊp ˌlædə/
	noun [count]
	
	a ladder made mainly or completely of rope
	They came down from the tree on a rope ladder.
	
	

	rubbing

to rub
	2/39
	/ˈrʌbɪŋ/
	verb
	1
	to move your hands or an object firmly over a surface
	She was rubbing her hands to stop them getting cold.
	
	

	scornfully
	1/17
	/ˈskɔːnf(ə)li/
	adverb
	
	speaking in a way that shows you do not respect someone or something
	‘Don’t be ridiculous,’ he said scornfully.
	
	

	servant
	1/11
	/ˈsɜːv(ə)nt/
	noun [count]
	
	someone whose job is to cook, clean or do other work in someone else’s house
	It was a large household with many servants.
	
	71–80) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.
servant / sighing / sin / sorrow / spirit / stab / stain / statue / swear / sword

1) He washed the shirt immediately to remove the

________ .

2) People reacted to the news of her death with ​​​________ .

3) Rich people often had their own personal ​​​________ .

4) If you try to escape, I’ll ________ you!

5) He was killed in a ________ fight.

6) The king’s subjects must ________ loyalty to him.

7) Do you think that lying in order to protect someone is a ​​​________?

8) She’s worked hard for what she’s got, and I admire her ________ .

9) “Thank goodness you’re safe,” she said, ​​​________ with relief.

10) In the middle of the fountain was a tall ________ .


	sighing

to sigh
	1/13
	/ˈsaɪɪŋ/
	verb
	
	to breathe out slowly, making a soft sound, because you are disappointed, tired, annoyed or relaxed
	Sighing, she switched off the alarm clock and got out of bed.
	
	

	sin
	1/23
	/sɪn/
	noun [count]
	
	an action, thought or way of behaving that is wrong according to religious laws
	Envy and greed are both sins.
	
	

	sorrow
	2/41
	/ˈsɒrəʊ/
	noun [uncount]
	
	great sadness
	We were filled with sorrow at the news of her death.
	
	

	spirit
	3/46
	/ˈspɪrɪt/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	your attitude to life or to other people
	He battled his illness with a brave spirit.
	
	

	stab
	1/11
	/stæb/
	verb
	
	to push a knife or other sharp object into someone or something
	He threatened to stab her if she called for help.
	
	

	stain
	2/35
	/steɪn/
	noun [count]
	
	a mark that is left accidentally on clothes or surfaces
	There was a red wine stain on his shirt.
	
	

	statue
	1/23
	/ˈstæʧuː/
	noun [count]
	
	an image of a person or animal made out of stone, wood or metal
	Have you ever seen the statue of David by Michelangelo?
	
	

	swear
	2/30
	/sweə/
	verb
	1
	to make a sincere statement or promise
	I swear that I will love you always.
	
	

	sword
	1/11
	/sɔːd/
	noun [count]
	
	a weapon with a short handle and a long, sharp blade
	A group of men were fighting with swords.
	
	

	terror
	4/65
	/ˈterə/
	noun [uncount]
	1
	something that makes you very frightened 
	Spiders hold a terror for many people.
	
	81–89) Choose the correct words and fill the gaps in the sentences below.

terror / told me off / tomb / torch / villain / vow / womb / worm / wound

1) Antiseptic cream will prevent the ​​​________ getting infected.

2) Thousands of tourists come to visit the ​​​________ every year.

3) They made a ​​​________ never to leave each other again.

4) The audience booed when the ​​​________ came on stage.

5) It is difficult to forget the ________ of war.

6) She ​​​________ for arriving late.

7) A hysterectomy is an operation to remove a woman’s ​​​________ .

8) The bird flew away with a ________ in its mouth.

9) Bring a ​​​________!  It’s too dark to see anything in here.

	told me off

to tell someone off
	2/35
	/ˌtəʊld miː ˈɒf/
	phrasal verb
	
	to criticize someone angrily for doing something wrong
	The teacher told me off for bringing my mobile phone into the exam.
	
	

	tomb
	A Note About This Play p7
	/tuːm/
	noun [count]
	
	a place or large, stone structure where a dead person is buried
	Several family members are buried inside the tomb.
	
	

	torch
	1/21
	/tɔːʧ/
	noun [count]
	
	a piece of wood with a flame at one end that is used as a light
	A procession of people walked down the street carrying torches.
	
	

	villain
	1/11
	/ˈvɪlən/
	noun [count]
	
	an evil person or criminal
	Children’s stories are often about heroes and villains.
	
	

	vow
	1/15
	/vaʊ/
	noun [count]
	
	a serious promise
	Many people nowadays do not respect their marriage vows.
	
	

	womb
	5/72
	/wuːm/
	noun [count]
	
	the organ in a woman’s body where a baby grows before it is born
	Babies grow inside their mother’s womb.
	
	

	worm
	1/13
	/wɜːm/
	noun [count]
	
	a small creature with a long, soft body and no bones or legs
	Worms can help to make soil more fertile.
	
	

	wound
	2/27
	/wuːnd/
	noun [count]
	1
	an injury in which your skin or flesh is seriously damaged
	Blood was flowing from a deep wound in his leg.
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